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TIME TO ORDER 
YOUR BANNER! 

 
The Coldwater Legion is getting ready for a sixth year 
of a project to honour our local Veterans by placing 
banners in participating store windows in town.  For 
the last five years the program was well received, so 
we hope to continue to build on its success.  Previous 
years' banners will go up again in the fall, but there is 
room for more.  The banners will still be 20” wide X 
36” long (see sample at left). We will require a photo 
scanned at 300 dpi (we can scan it for you), the name 
of your Veteran and who is honouring the Veteran.  
The banners will be managed and stored by the 
Legion for continuity sake.  We will look forward to 
the cooperation of the store owners in the years to 
come.  If you would like to honour a Veteran, please 
contact Wanda Beaudoin through Facebook 
Messenger or email: wanda.b@amtelecom.net. Or 
by phone at (705) 686-3941.  The cost is still $100.00, 
with net proceeds going to the Poppy Fund. Payment 
can be made to the above email.  
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FROM THE BRANCH PRESIDENT  
Comrades, 
We received great news on the 
Ontario Trillium Foundation (OTF) 
Grant application. Now that we are 
approved, we are just waiting for 
confirmation on funds to proceed 
with the various items we applied 
for. This grant will make a huge 
contribution to the ongoing 

improvements. Changes will commence very soon. 
With the summer months being slower in the branch than 
the rest of the year, it’s great to see a good turnout for 
various events happening during the day and in the 
evenings. We are hoping for a good turnout to the second 
Ladies' Auxiliary Breakfast in August. 
  We had a nice celebration on July 17, which was the 
official date of the 100th anniversary of the Royal Canadian 
Legion.  We were open all day, capping off with a special 
Steak Darts.  Keep an eye on our monthly calendar for 
various planned events.  Everyone is welcome to attend. 
Sadly, we were sorry to learn of the passing of Comrade Bill 
Kinnear, a long-time member of the branch.  Our thoughts 
are with the family and friends. 
 
Yours in Comradeship, 
Kari Malmström, Branch 270 President 
 

 

FROM THE LADIES' AUXILIARY PRESIDENT 
Greetings Comrades. 
I cannot believe it’s August already!  
Where did the summer go? 
Thanks to all who volunteered to help 
out with Celebrations of Life in July.  
Our first Ladies' Auxiliary Breakfast on 
July 19 to raise funds for our sports 
teams was a huge success!  Many 
thanks to the Coldwater community 

for their support. A special thanks to the Ladies' Auxiliary 
volunteers and others who worked so hard to provide a 
wonderful breakfast.  Well done!  We received many 
compliments on the breakfast.  Our next breakfast is on 
Sunday August 16 from 9 a.m. – 11 a.m.  Again, volunteers 
needed to help out, so contact Michele Russell if you are 
available.  So far it looks like August will be a quiet month.  
However, the fall season will be a busy one with the Fall Fair 
Breakfast, Fall Fair Volunteer Dinner and several other 
dinners.  Even though it is a few months away, I have been 
scheduling Vendors for the Ladies' Auxiliary Christmas 
Bazaar on November 21.  At this time we are fully booked. 
We are looking for new members to join our Auxiliary, so if 
you know someone who is interested, please have them fill 
out an application.  We could use more active members! 
To all members, this is your Auxiliary!  If you have ideas, 
suggestions or comments that would help our Auxiliary, 
please attend our General Meeting.   
Our next meeting is on Tuesday September 15 at 4 p.m.  We 
are having a Pot Luck dinner after the meeting.  Looking 
forward to seeing you there! 
 
“At the end of the day it’s not about what you have or even 
what you’ve accomplished....it’s about who you’ve lifted up, 
who you’ve made better. It’s about what you’ve given 
back”. – Denzel Washington 
 
Yours in Comradeship, 
Donna Packer, Branch 270 Ladies' Auxiliary President 

THE MAPLE LEAF 
The Maple Leaf is the award-winning monthly 
newsletter of The Royal Canadian Legion Branch 
270 Coldwater. It is primarily an internal 
communication tool through which the Branch 
Executive and Committee Chairs report to the 
membership on their respective activities.  
Opinions expressed in feature articles are those of 
the writers and do not imply endorsement by the 
Branch or the Legion.  Committee reports and pre-
arranged articles must be received no later than 
the 23rd of the month in order to be published in 
the next issue.  Please submit by email to:  Branch 
PRO at branch270@rogers.com. 

 

 

BRANCH GENERAL MEETINGS 
The next General Meeting will be on Tuesday 

September 22, 2026, beginning at 6:30 p.m.   
Branch General Meetings take place on the 

fourth Tuesday of each month, from 
September to June (except for December), in 

the upstairs hall, starting at 6:30 p.m. 
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TREASURER REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Al Myre, Treasurer 
The General account balance is $62,109.24. 
The Building account balance is $81,828.02. 
The Nevada account balance remains at $237.61. 
 We are in the process of finalizing our year end. We have 
secured the services of Ron Anderson CPA Professional 
Corporation who will be completing our Review 
engagement report again this year. 
Kudos to all involved with our successful OTF grant 
submission and special mention to Marlene Klanert for 
putting it all together. 
 
BOTTLE DRIVE REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Cheryll Barr, Bottle Drive 
Coordinator 
Comrades, 
The Beer Store truck did a pickup taking away $647.70 
worth of empties.  
Total empties sent back to date: 669,067. Total funds raised 
to date: $82,634.20. 
We could not do this without the great volunteers who help 
look after the Bottle Drive shed, and members of the 
community who donate their empties.  Thank you! 
 
WAYS & MEANS REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Brenda Price, Ways & Means Chair 
Come enjoy one of our fun activities this month. Everyone 
is welcome, you do not need to be a member.  
August 1 is Evening Euchre Tournament, registration 6 
p.m., play starts 7 p.m. 

Through the month of August, come join us each Thursday 
for Sing-O Bingo. Registration 6 p.m., play starts 6:30 p.m.   
August 15 is Newfie Day!  Music starts at 3 p.m.  Come kiss 
the cod and become an honorary Newfie! 
And on August 22, we have a Daytime Euchre Tournament, 
registration 12 p.m., play starts 1 p.m. 
This month’s basket items for Newfie Day were generously 
donated direct from Kippens, Newfoundland by Edie Hibbs. 
Thank you so much Edie! 
 
ENTERTAINMENT REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Carry Brouwer, Entertainment Chair 
On August 8 we have The Mugs, 7-10 p.m.  
Then August 15 is Newfie Day with Caribou Country, 3-7 
p.m.  And on August 22, it's The ABBA Story.  Doors open at 
6 p.m. upstairs.  
You don’t have to be a member to join in on the fun. 
 
SPORTS REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Al Myre, Treasurer 
A big "Congratulations!" goes out to Carolyn Norrie and 
Debbie Merrill, who represented Coldwater in the Ladies 
Division at District Golf.  They finished 1st for the second 
year in a row!! 

JOKE OF THE 
MONTH 

A senior is sitting at a bar when 
a young woman walks in and sits 
down a few seats over. The 
senior man gets up, shuffles over 
to her, leans in, and asks:       
“So… do I come here often?” 

Carolyn Norrie and Debbie Merrill represented 
Coldwater in the Ladies Division at District Golf, and 
finished 1st for the second year in a row!! 
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A MESSAGE FROM MPP JILL DUNLOP  
As summer continues across Simcoe North, I want to extend 
my warmest greetings to the members of the Coldwater 
Legion and residents throughout our community. This time 
of year offers a wonderful opportunity to enjoy local events, 
spend time with family and friends, and celebrate the 
strong community spirit that makes our region such a 
special place to live. 
I am pleased to share some positive news for older adults 
in Simcoe North. Recently, Ontario announced continued 
support through the Seniors Community Grant Program, 
investing nearly $7 million in programs that help older 
adults stay active, connected, and engaged in their 
communities. 

These initiatives support recreational activities, wellness 
programs, educational opportunities, and social 
connections that help combat isolation and promote 
healthy living. 
Closer to home, the expansion of Georgian Manor in 
Penetanguishene has added 16 new long-term care beds 
and upgraded existing resident spaces. This investment is 
helping more families access quality care closer to home 
while ensuring residents can remain connected to their 
communities and loved ones. 
I also look forward to welcoming residents to the 
rescheduled Annual Simcoe North Community BBQ on 
Sunday, September 13, from 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. at 
Hewitt’s Fun Farm in Coldwater. While we were 
disappointed to postpone the event due to inclement 
weather, we are excited to come together this September 
for an afternoon of great conversation, community spirit, 
and family-friendly fun. It is a wonderful opportunity to 
connect with friends, neighbours, and residents from across 
Simcoe North, and I look forward to seeing everyone there. 
The experience, leadership, and volunteer spirit found 
throughout Simcoe North continue to strengthen our 
communities every day. I am grateful for the many 
individuals who give their time to support local 
organizations, community events, and neighbours in need. 
Thank you for your continued contributions to our region. 
It remains an honour to serve as your MPP and represent 
the people of Simcoe North. 
 
BUILDING MANAGER REPORT 
Submitted by Kari Malmström, Building Manager 
I have the following report as Building Manager since our 
last meeting. 
My report is as follows: 
- Monthly inspections have been completed. 
- We have been working on not only the OTF grant but also 
the installation and source for a new outdoor sign. We 
found a Canadian source for signs with a good history of 
installations even in harsh conditions like ours. They have 
units installed from the Northwest Territories to Las Vegas. 
The cost summary is in the works and hoping to get this 
going as soon as possible. The new supplier offers a 10-year 
warranty, which is double what was previously quoted. 
- We are still working on the roof drain location change and 
also on possibly changing the sink in the upstairs kitchen. 
- We are currently looking at options on a needed repair to 
one of our upstairs a/c units. Hoping that warranty will 
cover costs but will update when we know more. 
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SICK & VISITING 
Submitted by Comrade Debbie Southorn, Sick and Visiting 
Chair 
I have been keeping in touch with those I know are ill or not 
well.  If you know of a Branch member being ill or if there 
are any issues that require my attention, please let me 
know.  debbie.southorn05@gmail.com 
 
BAR MANAGER REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Anne Frankish, Bar Manager 
We will trial individual serving of wine in the future. There 
will be a white and a red, with and without sugar.  We look 
forward to your feedback about this. Thank you to 
everyone who comes out to support our bar and events. 
 
YOUTH EDUCATION REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Cheryll Barr, Youth Education Chair 
Comrades, 
The Youth Education Committee is just waiting on Zone and 
District to send out the information for the upcoming 2026 
Remembrance Poster & Literary Contests. Then the 
Committee will be getting together to get packages ready 
for the schools. 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Paula Brown, Membership Chair 
The Royal Canadian Legion officially celebrated its 100th 
Anniversary in July. What a year it has been for membership 
growth! Our Branch had a goal to initiate one hundred new 
members by the 100th Anniversary date. We fell just one 
short, welcoming 99 Centenary members so far this year. In 
addition, we have had seven members transfer to our 
Branch. Welcome to all!! 
Volunteers run our Branch, and we look forward to the 
extra hands. Fall is a busy time for the Legion. In September 
we have a booth at the Fall Fair, then October we start our 
Poppy campaign. The Membership Committee will be 
making calls for assistance with these two events and 
others, but why wait for the call? Do you have a skill that 
you believe the Legion will benefit from? Is there a 
particular event or activity that you would like to help with? 
Please advise the on-duty bar steward or send an email to 
branch270@rogers.com  to let us know. 
On a sadder note, I am sorry to report the passing of 
Comrade Bill Kinnear.  Bill was a member of Coldwater 
Legion for the past 27 years.  He will be missed. 

Two very special guests, Zone Commander Dave Sampson 
and his service dog Chandler were at our latest 
"Centenary" Open House.  Dave talked about the Legion's 
Operation Service Dog and his experience with Chandler. 

mailto:debbie.southorn05@gmail.com
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PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Norm Marion, Branch Public 
Relations Officer 
The monthly newsletter and on-line media - Facebook & 
Website – and the BIDDY are kept up-to-date. 
As of June 15 there is a new Ontario Correspondent to 
whom I will submit photos for the Legion Magazine.  Her 
name is Rae Ann Bauman.  I submitted the info for Veteran 
Jesse Reed to be included in the Last Post - Legion 
Magazine.   
I'm planning to attend the District PRO seminar on August 
8-9, location TBD. 
 
HONOURS & AWARDS REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade John O'Hara, Honours & Awards 
Chair 
The Legion medals that were turned in to me to have them 
court mounted have been returned.  They are ready for 
pickup at the Branch. Please see me for your medals. 

 
POPPY REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Gaëtanne Robinson, Poppy Chair 
The Poppy Campaign has been extended and will begin 
October 24 through to November 11.  A sign-up sheet for 
tagging will be posted at the Branch.  On July 30 delicious 
meals prepared by our Ladies’ Auxiliary were delivered to 
our local Veterans.  A huge thank-you to all the volunteers 
who helped in preparing and delivering the meals. 
 
VETERANS SERVICE OFFICER REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade John O'Hara, Veterans Service 
Officer 
I attended a conference in Orillia for the Branch Veteran 
Service Officers. 

Sadly, we lost Veteran Jesse Reed earlier in June.  A 
member of the Coldwater Branch, Jesse served with the 
Royal Canadian Regiment for 30 years.  A Legion Service 
was held in his honour at the branch on July 6.  A tribute to 
Jesse is included on page 8 of this issue. 
 

CELEBRATING A 
CENTURY OF LEGION 

   

Quote of the Month 
“Time moves in one direction, memory in 

another.”– William Gibson, writer 

Coldwater Branch President Comrade Kari 
Malmström, presents the anniversary cake celebrating 
the Centenary of the Royal Canadian Legion.  On Friday 
July 17, branch members and friends gathered in the 
Club Room to mark the 100th anniversary of the 
organisation.  On that date in 1926, the Canadian 
Legion of the British Empire Service League was 
incorporated by an Act of Parliament.  One hundred 
years later, the Royal Canadian Legion continues to 
support Veterans and promote Remembrance. 
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BRANCH HISTORIAN REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Norm Marion, Branch Historian 
I welcome any submissions or suggestions for submissions 
to the Military Service Recognition Book (MSRB) anytime.  I 
sent two more in for Jesse Reed and Albert Southorn, and 
I'm currently working on another one.  A sample submission 
can be seen on this page featuring Branch member Jesse 
Reed, who passed away last month.  Jesse served 30 years 
in the Canadian Army. 
As you can see on the front page of this issue, we are 
preparing for the placement of Veterans banners in store 
front windows along the main street in Coldwater.  For 
more info call Wanda Beaudoin or myself: 705-686-3941. 
Our next monthly Veterans Coffee Break will be Monday 
August 31, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Those Coffee Breaks are 
held upstairs in the Banquet Hall every last Monday of each 
month.   We had 21 Veterans attending our July Coffee 
Break.  Thanks again to Donna Packer, Henny Risebrough, 
Gaëtanne Robinson and Cheryll Barr for keeping these 
events going.   
 

 
REED, JESSE TERRANCE WILLIAM 
Jesse Terrance William Reed was born on December 12, 
1936, in Glace Bay, Nova Scotia, to Samuel and Margaret 
Isabella (Currie) Reed. He was raised alongside his siblings 
Joseph, Audrey, Martha, and Patricia.  At 18, Jesse 
answered the call to serve his country by joining the 
Canadian Army. A proud paratrooper who earned his 
Canadian parachute wings, he served 20 years in the 
Regular Forces, followed by 10 years in the Militia, retiring 
in 1983 at the rank of sergeant.  With the Regular Forces he 
served with the 1st Battalion, Royal Canadian Regiment in 
London, Ont., and overseas in West Germany and in Cyprus, 
as well as other deployments in Canada and abroad.  In 
1959, Jesse married Bernice “Bea” Schmidlin, and together 
they raised two children.  Jesse also served his community 
with the Huron Park and Centralia Fire Department and 
later with the City of Brampton Animal Control Unit.  After 
Bea’s passing in 2006, Jesse found love again with Judith 
Hardman in 2008, embracing an extended family. Jesse 
finally retired in Coldwater, Ont., where he was a member 
of the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270 Coldwater.  He 
passed away on June 24, 2026, at age 89. 
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 2028-29 LEGION NATIONALS HOST 
CITY REVEALED: NANAIMO IS NEXT 
From the files of Dominion Command 
Under 16 and Under 18 Track and Field competition to be 
held in “The Harbour City” 
 
OTTAWA, 22 July 2026 – The Royal Canadian Legion is 
pleased to announce Nanaimo, British Columbia as the next 
host city for the 2028 and 2029 Legion National Youth Track 
and Field Championships. 
 
“The kind of unbridled passion from the Nanaimo planning 
team is exactly what it takes to hold successful games,” says 
Dominion President Berkley Lawrence. “There is no doubt 
that alongside our British Columbia/Yukon Command, and 
with local branch support, our hosts will ensure that 
competitors experience a professionally run sporting event 
and have a lot of fun in this beautiful city!” 
 
Competition will take place at Nanaimo’s Rotary Bowl as 
follows: 
Nanaimo 2028 competition dates: 11-13 August 
Nanaimo 2029 competition dates: 10-12 August 
City of Nanaimo Mayor Leonard Krog says his community is 
looking forward to hosting the national event, while 
showcasing all Nanaimo has to offer including its stunning 
environment. 
 
“We are pleased and proud to welcome the Legion National 
Youth Track and Field Championships to Nanaimo,” says 
Mayor Krog. “This prestigious event brings together 
Canada’s top young athletes and celebrates the dedication, 
perseverance and sportsmanship that inspire communities 
across the country. Nanaimo is honoured to host the 
athletes, coaches, officials, volunteers, and families who 
make these championships possible. We look forward to 
delivering an exceptional experience both on and off the 
track, showcasing our community’s warmth and hospitality 
while sharing the natural beauty that makes Nanaimo such 
a special place to visit, live, work and play.” 
 
Nanaimo’s Track & Field Club President Louis Beaudoin also 
expresses how excited their club is to be hosting the event, 
which will take place in Nanaimo for two years in a row. 
 

“The Nanaimo Track & Field Club is thrilled that Nanaimo 
has been selected to host the 2028/2029 Legion National 
Youth Track & Field Championships,” says Beaudoin. “We 
look forward to welcoming Canada's top young athletes, 
coaches, officials, volunteers and families to the Rotary 
Bowl and working alongside community partners to deliver 
a memorable championship experience.” 
 
Other key supporters include Athletics Canada, the Legion’s 
British Columbia/Yukon Command, and Tourism Nanaimo. 
"Nanaimo has built a strong reputation as a destination that 
can successfully host a wide range of sporting events, from 
community tournaments to national championships,” says 
Carly Pereboom, CEO of Tourism Nanaimo. “Welcoming the 
2028 and 2029 Legion National Youth Track and Field 
Championships is another opportunity to showcase 
everything that Nanaimo has to offer while creating lasting 
economic benefits for our community." 
 
Close to 1,000 athletes from across the country are 
expected to compete in Nanaimo starting in 2028. The 
Legion Nationals are Canada’s only track and field 
championships for under 16 and under 18 age categories. 
The world-class competition grew from Legionnaires’ 
support and promotion of youth sports as a healthy activity 
to help children whose fathers or mothers were serving 
abroad or had served in the Canadian Armed Forces. The 
Legion later developed local, provincial, and national youth 
athletic programs, which now culminate in the games. 
“This may be a sports competition, but it’s also an 
opportunity to grow and make new friends,” says Legion 
National Sports Committee Chair and Dominion Vice 
President Trevor Jenvenne. “The planning team in Nanaimo 
is already gearing up to provide competitors with a first-
rate experience both on and off the field!” 
 
The Royal Canadian Legion sponsors hundreds of athletes 
each year, thanks to support from branches and 
provincial/territorial commands. Several hundred 
additional youth join as “Open” athletes. Many Legion 
Nationals alumni later go on to compete at the 
international level – including in the Olympics. 
 
Chosen cities typically host the games for two years in a 
row. The current 2026 and 2027 Legion Nationals will take 
place in Regina, Saskatchewan at the Canada Games 
Athletics Complex as follows: 
Regina 2026 competition dates: 7-9 August 
Regina 2027 competition dates: 6-8 August 
 
More information about the Legion Nationals can be found 
via Legion.ca 
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Saturday August 1, 2026 

Saturday August 22, 2026 
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TUESDAY AFTERNOON EUCHRE 
 
July 7 
High Hand – Bernice 
Low Hand – Yvonne 
Most Lone Hands – Richard 
 
July 14 
High Hand – Ann 
Low Hand – Andrea 
Most Lone Hands – Paul 
 
July 21 
High Hand – Brian 
Low Hand – Mark 
Most Lone Hands – Doreen 
 
July 28 
High Hand – Lloyd 
Low Hand – Olivia 
Most Lone Hands – Mike 
 
FRIDAY NIGHT STEAK DARTS 
 
July 3 
1. Yvonne 
2. Henny 
3. Al 
4. Debbie 
5. Sherrin 
6. Cathy 
Sunshine: Doris 

 
July 10 
1. Bev 
2. Lloyd 
3. M.A. 
4. Grace 
5. Devon 
6. Sherrin 
Sunshine: M.A. 
 
July 17 
1. Cheryll 
2. Rob 
3. Annie 
4. Gaëtanne 
5. Gil 
6. Jane 
Sunshine: Phil 
 
July 24 
1. Shelly 
2. Brian 
3. Lorne 
4. Yvonne 
5. Shelly 
6. Shelly 
Sunshine: Joe 
 
July 31 
1. Kari 
2. Margaret-Anne 
3. Jane 
4. Paul 
5. Yvonne 
6. Phil 
Sunshine: Brian 
 
  

SPORTS AT BRANCH 270 
 

BRANCH 270 
WEEKLY SPORTS 

& ACTIVITIES 
 

Summer Schedule 
 

Euchre 
1 p.m. every Tuesday 

 
Drop in Darts 

6:30 p.m. every Wednesday 

 
Steak Darts 

6 p.m. every Friday 

WEDNESDAY DROP IN DARTS 

Wednesday Drop in Darts is every 
Wednesday night until the middle 
of September.  Registration 
between 6:30 - 6:50 p.m., and 
play at 7 p.m. You are playing 501 
straight in, double out. This is a 
drop-in group, and you are on a 
different team each week. Come 
out and have some fun. 
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