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MILITARY SERVICE 
RECOGNITION BOOK 

 
Comrades, 
We are appealing to all Branches, members and non-
members to assist us in the promotion of our important 
[Military Service Recognition Book] Remembrance program 
by reaching out to all those who are included under the 
Legion's definition of a Veteran who are, or have, resided 
within the Province of Ontario, to have their photograph 
and information submitted for inclusion into Volume X of 
our MSRB. 
To date we have published a total of 6363 Veteran 
submissions in the first nine editions of our books of 
Remembrance. According to statistics, at the end of 2022, 
there were an estimated total of 223,400 Veterans living 
within the Province of Ontario. And of course, there are 
many, many more Veterans who unfortunately have 
passed away that families of these Veterans could be 
approached to submit their family members' information 
for our books. So, there are many Veterans and family 

members of Veterans out there that could be approached 
for submissions. 
To date, we have received a total of $1,782,393.83 through 
advertising and donations received by our Publisher, 
Fenety Marketing through this program. These funds have 
assisted us with various Legion programs over the past nine 
years, and more recently we have utilized these funds to 
assist in the funding of the various Veteran Transition 
Programs that we at Ontario Command support. In fact, to 
date, we have donated a total of $375,620.00 for nine 
various Veteran Transition Programs that we support. 
Once again, I want to take this opportunity of thanking 
everyone who has continued to support this very important 
Ontario Provincial Command Remembrance Program and 
am asking that you continue to support our program 
through the continued recruitment of Veteran submissions.    
Remember, a Veteran does not necessarily have to be a 
Legion member. ALL Veteran submissions qualify and will 
be accepted. Let us all work on behalf of our Veterans to 
ensure that their information is included in one of our 
books of Remembrance.  Thank You. 
  
Ron Goebel 
Chair 
Military Service Recognition Book Program 
The Royal Canadian Legion 
Ontario Provincial Command 
 

  

Inside The Maple Leaf this month 
Military Service Recognition Book................................1 

From the Presidents......................................................3 

Branch activity reports..............................................4-8 

From Dominion Command......................................9-10 

St. Patrick's party........................................................15 

Sports at Branch 270...................................................17 

March Calendar..........................................................20 
 

mailto:branch270@rogers.com
http://www.coldwaterlegion.com/
http://www.facebook.com/Coldwaterlegion


The Maple Leaf       March 2023 
 

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270 ~ 2 ~ Coldwater, Ontario 

  



The Maple Leaf       March 2023 
 

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270 ~ 3 ~ Coldwater, Ontario 

FROM THE BRANCH PRESIDENT  

 
Good day Comrades. 
The attendance at the General Meetings 
is improving over the past months.  Our 
very own Branch Euchre team consisting 
of Betty-Anne Burnie, Brian Strong, and 
Ken and Doreen Barker, won the Zone 
Euchre tournament held in 

Penetanguishene on Saturday February 11. They will now 
enter the District Euchre tournament to be held in 
Shelburne on March 11, 2023. Congratulations!!  
The Thursday Night Dart league donated four new dart 
boards, and white boards to the Branch. Thank you.  
The Branch has received an anonymous donation of 
$4,060.18 that has paid for the new grill in the canteen. We 
are very grateful to this donor. The grill should be delivered 
to us by March 13.  
The Zone Spring Convention will be held on Sunday March 
19, 2023, at 10 a.m. at the Victoria Harbour Legion, Branch 
523.  All members and Ladies' Auxiliary are invited.  
The 2023 District Spring Convention will be held at Branch 
147 in Barrie on March 31, April 1 & 2, 2023. Any member 
interested in attending is welcome to discuss this with the 
Executive.  We will want to decide ahead of time on the 
amount of Poppy donations to be made to various Veterans 
causes at the Convention.  Our Branch is getting a new 
Sports Officer.  Thank you Comrade Al Myre for 
volunteering for the post.  And Penny Lawrence Judges has 
taken over the Entertainment and Ways & Means Chair. 
Comrade Penny has taken this on with vigor. She is doing 
an outstanding Job already.  Both Al and Penny were 
installed in their respective posts during the February 28 
General Meeting. 
 
Yours in Comradeship, 
Wayne Tutt, Branch 270 President 

FROM THE LADIES' AUXILIARY PRESIDENT 

 
March is here already. We look forward 
to spring arriving soon. Don’t forget to 
spring your clocks forward by one hour 
on March 12.  
We continue to cater to events.  The 
Ladies' Auxiliary was able to donate 
desserts to the Daytona 500 party on 

February 19. Thank you to Gaëtanne Robinson and others 
who donated these delectable treats.  
Our working balance of our bank account sits at 
$10,780.51. Thank you to Comrade Gaëtanne Robinson 
who keeps our books balanced. 
We will be making meat pies the first week of March. It was 
voted at the L.A. General meeting on February 21, 2023, 
that the price will increase to $7.00 a pie due to the pies 
being bigger and the added cost to make them. Thank you 
to everyone who has volunteered to help with this and 
those who purchase the pies. This supports our sports fund. 
On April 1, two teams will attend District Team Darts in 
Orillia. Good luck to the teams of Gaëtanne Robinson and 
Michele Russell. 
The Branch will be holding a St. Patrick’s Day party on Friday 
March 17; come out and support the Branch and have fun. 
Remember that we have made a commitment to support 
our Veterans and community. 
Wishing everyone a Happy Spring! 
 
Yours in Comradeship, 
Anne McArthur 
Branch 270 Ladies' Auxiliary President 

BRANCH GENERAL MEETINGS 

The next General Meeting will be on 

Tuesday March 28, 2023, beginning at 

6:30 p.m.   As of January 2023, Branch 

General Meetings take place on the 

fourth Tuesday of each month, from 

September to June, in the upstairs hall, 

starting at 6:30 p.m.   

 

THE MAPLE LEAF 
The Maple Leaf is the award-winning newsletter of 

The Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270 Coldwater, 

published each month in the first week of the 

month.  It is primarily an internal communication 

tool through which the Branch Executive and 

Committee Chairmen disseminate information 

and report to the membership on their respective 

activities.  Opinions expressed in articles are those 

of the writers and do not imply endorsement by 

the Branch or the Legion.  Committee reports and 

articles must be submitted by email to:  Branch 

PRO – Maple Leaf at branch270@rogers.com . 
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YOUTH EDUCATION REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Cheryll Barr, Youth Education Chair 
Comrades, 
Happy March Comrades! 
We have received back all the poems, essays and posters 
from the Zone E4 Remembrance Day Contests. 
We will be going into the school the first week of March to 
present the students that won in Zone E4.  Once we receive 
back from District the entry that was sent to them, it will be 
returned to the student.  
The Youth Education Committee will meet in the middle of 
March to start getting ready for the 2023 Remembrance 
Day Contests. We are waiting to hear from Zone on the two 
schools that should come under our branch starting this 
year.  

 
BUILDING MANAGER REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Kari Malmstrom, Building Manager 
Comrades, 
I have the following to report in the way of maintenance or 
building repair issues since our last meeting. 
Status of repairs and building in general are as follows; 
 
Annual Fire Inspection Report updates: 
This is the latest update from our annual fire inspection Aug 
10, 2022: 

- Jake has asked to revise Emergency plan to show 
electrical panels – COMPLETED AND EMAILED TO 
JAKE 

 
Repairs and work that is being looked at or completed: 

- Monthly extinguisher / exit light review completed 
- Contacted Barber & Haskill to come repair 

downstairs stove. They were to contact me directly 
to arrange a time but did not and I was not able to 
be on site when tech was here. I went to their store 
to complain about the service tech saying issue was 
that stove was dirty but even after cleaning, the 
issue is the same as it was when Ryan took over the 

canteen.  They apologized and will be back in Feb 
28th (tentatively). I will be in to meet them. 

- I have found a replacement knob set for the same 
stove in the canteen online for about $55 plus tax. 
These are upgraded with a steel reinforcing ring 
where they currently break.  

- Bathroom renos are to start approx. Mar 6th as the 
sinks are in. 

- Still trying to find a solution for clubroom bar 
stools. Stopped at Martin’s Mitre Box near Parry 
Sound but not satisfied with their quality of stools. 
Will keep looking for options. 

- We have over 220 chairs that need to be looked at 
for cushion replacement. Need direction as to a 
game plan.  

- I have to repair some hinges for bar cabinets, 
replace door seals as soon as outside temperatures 
go up so weather stripping will stick properly, and I 
still have to look at some electrical receptacles 
upstairs. 

 
As I mentioned, I am open to suggestions for further 
improvements to our facility and I remind you to use the 
maintenance request forms, please. 
 

 

 
 

Quote of the Month 

"Don't judge each day by the harvest you 
reap but by the seeds that you plant." 

Robert Louis Stevenson 
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SICK & VISITING 
Submitted by Comrade Betty-Anne Burnie, Sick and Visiting 
Chair 
I have been keeping in touch with those I know are ill or not 
well.  If there are any issues that require my attention 
please let me know.  Home phone (705) 686-3270 or email 
bburnie6@hotmail.com. 

 
TREASURER REPORT 

Submitted by Comrade Rick Morse, Secretary-Treasurer 
As of 26 February 2023 the General Account balance is 
$48,090.11. 
In the General Account, we have restricted funds of 
$25,228.11 for Grants and $1,000 for the Cenotaph’s 
Second World War Coldwater Veterans project. 
With funds committed in the Grant, and the Cenotaph 
projects equaling $26,228.11, we have a daily operational 
amount of $21,862.00. 
The Bottle Drive deposits for the month of January totaled 
$1,119.60. 
The Bottle Drive deposits for the month of February to date 
total $824.40. 
Building Bank Account balance is $12,061.20. 
Nevada Account balance remains $237.61. 
 

PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Norm Marion, Public Relations 
Officer 
On-line media are kept up-to-date.  Photos of recent events 
and activities are posted on the BIDDY, with some on 
Facebook and Website pages. 
An application for a federal Community Services Recovery 
Fund grant was submitted last month to cover the cost of a 
new outdoor electronic sign.  Fundraising for this project 

originated back in 2017.  But with a roof that needed 
recovering in 2018, and then two years of revenue losses 
due to the pandemic, we are still far from being able to 
cover the cost on our own.  Hopefully the grant application 
will make it through. 
 

ENTERTAINMENT REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Penny Lawrence-Judges, 
Entertainment Chair 
The Good Ole Boys were in the Club Room on Saturday 25 
February.  We had a fantastic turn out and a great day was 
had by all.  If you missed it, you will not want to miss St. 
Patrick’s Day!  No cover charge, donations appreciated.  
There will be a 50/50 draw and a draw for a spring surprise. 
After March 1, stop by the Branch and vote for your King 
and Queen of the Branch.  Ballots will be at the bar!  Please 
help pick the King and Queen for our St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade. 
Mark St. Patrick’s Day on your calendar: Friday March 17.  
Join in the Parade up Main Street and then join us at the 
Legion for entertainment with Bruce Naismith in the Club 
Room.  Dress GREEN and come out for a fun time. 
On April 15 will see Beal Street in the Club Room from 2 to 
6 p.m. 
On May 27 is the Lions' Duck Race day.  We will be having 
Bustin Loose in the Club Room from 2 to 6 p.m. 
Draw prizes and 50/50.  And on June 17, we will have the 
Outlaw Sons 
Finally, on July 1, come celebrate Canada Day with The 
Brudders in the Club Room 3 to 7 p.m. 

 

JOKE OF THE 

MONTH 
This morning I saw a neighbour 

talking to her cat.  It was obvious 

that she thought her cat understood 

her.  I came home, told my dog, and 

we laughed and laughed! 

The Good Ole Boys were in the Club Room on Saturday 

25 February.  We had a fantastic turn out and a great 

day was had by all. 

mailto:bburnie6@hotmail.com
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HONOURS & AWARDS REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Norm Marion, Honours & Awards 
Chair 
The deadline to drop-off or email nominations for 
Legionnaire of the Year and other Legion awards covering 
2022 has been extended to Friday March 24.  There were 
very few nominations received so far, so this is why we 
extend the deadline.  Awards that are available for our 
deserving members include Branch Service Medal, 
Certificate of Appreciation and Certificate of Merit, 
Legionnaire of the Year, Life Membership, and Meritorious 
Service Medal.  Friendship awards are available for outside 
businesses.  Remember that the period covered at this time 
is 2022. 
Tuesday May 23, 2023, is the date proposed by the H&A 
Committee for Honours & Awards presentations, as part of 
the May General Meeting. 

 
MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Cheryll Barr, Membership Chair  
Comrades, it’s March!  And St. Patrick's Day is March 17th. 
Total Membership: 248; Affiliate: 63; Associate: 145; Life: 
3; and Ordinary: 37. 
As of February 28, we have a 94.68 % renewal from last 
year. 
Please check the back of your membership card.  If you 
don’t have a 2023 sticker, then you have an outstanding 
membership. The Membership files are updated, with 

everyone listed in their proper category, and each file has 
been updated with Dominion Command.  We have been 
busy getting all files updated to reflect who is due for years-
of-service pins and other awards, so it will be easier to 
provide the Honours and Awards Committee with relevant 
information. 
If you need any information regarding your membership, or 
about becoming a member, please feel free to call the 
Membership Chair at (705) 330-2809 or (705) 686-3388.  

 
SERGEANT-AT-ARMS REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Rick Morse, Sergeant-at-Arms 
The Branch will be picking a date in the April-early May 
timeframe to conduct drill lessons/refresher to those 
interested.  Choosing of the April/May timeframe is to 
allow improvement in the weather as some of the training 
will need to be held outside, as well as help us prepare for 
our next big community function, the Coldwater Duck Race. 
During the recent Branch/Ladies' Auxiliary Joint Executive 
Committee Meeting the offer was extended to the L.A. for 
their participation in this venture and am awaiting a list of 
interested personnel from my counterpart. 
Anyone can participate provided you are a Legion member, 
with full dress Legion uniform. 
The training will encompass drill, including but not limited 
to, drill at the halt with and without Colours, and marching 
with and without Colours.  If you are interested please 
contact me using one of the following and provide a valid 
email address so I may create a mailing list for 
communicating: 
Cell – 705-914-0007; or Email – rpmorse@rogers.com 

mailto:rpmorse@rogers.com
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POPPY REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Wayne Tutt, Poppy Chair 
As of February 27, 2023, we have $14,516.32 in the Poppy 
account. There are no outstanding cheques to be cleared.   
Thank you. 
 

SERVICE OFFICER REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Randy Rice, Branch Service Officer 
Comrades, 
I attended the Veterans Service Officer (VSO) seminar 4 -5 
February at Branch 147 in Barrie.  Approximately 40 people 
were in attendance from various branches in the district.  
Topics presented included: VSO role and responsibilities; 
Legion claim forms; Benevolent Funds; pension 
applications; and appeals. 
Guest speakers represented the Soldiers Aid Commission 
and the Last Post Fund.  Workshops utilizing various Legion 
forms in conjunction with real cases were a real help to the 
participants. 
On March 7 I will be attending a meeting in Orillia with 
Legion and OPP representatives to discuss what services 
the Legion provides to Veterans and the possibility of OPP 
Officers referring to the Legion Veterans they encounter 
while on the job. This type of arrangement is in existence in 
Toronto between the Royal Canadian Legion and Veterans 
Affairs Canada.   

WAYS & MEANS REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Penny Lawrence-Judges, Ways & 
Means Chair 
Hello, it’s Penny Lawrence-Judges.  Being very new to this 
position, I have been greatly surprised and happy with the 
assistance from so many different areas within our 
community to help make our Legion a fun and happy place 
to come.  My first challenge was our first Open Mike/Jam 
since before COVID.  Thanks to Ryan and Brian Cusson, who 
covered up my lack of knowledge and expertise with their 
professionalism and brought on a good time for all in 
attendance.  Before leaving, the entertainers were asking 
when the next one was.  This happened on February 18.    
Thanks to Don Sykes, Jake, Paul Arsenault and family, Janice 
& Jackie, the Irish Line Rovers, Doreen and Ryan Cusson, 
another great day was provided for all in attendance. 
On Sunday February 19, we held our Daytona 500 day.  
Thanks to Trooper's Cafe for a delicious spaghetti dinner 
and the Ladies' Auxiliary for yummy sweets.  Fun day was 
had by all. 
Our next Open Mike/Jam will be Saturday March 4 from 2 
to 6 p.m.  Bring your friends and neighbours and 
instruments. 
On March 25 we will be having Karaoke from 2 to 6 p.m.  
I'm looking forward to seeing you all at the branch. 
 

Congratulations to our Branch Euchre team consisting 

of (left-to-right), Ken and Doreen Barker, Betty-Anne 

Burnie and Brian Strong, who won the Zone Euchre 

tournament held in Penetanguishene on Saturday 

February 11. They will now enter the District Euchre 

tournament to be held in Shelburne on March 11, 2023. 

Well done! 
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 A LIVELY 2022 AT THE 
ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION 
By Nujma Bond, National Headquarters 
Feb 16, 2023 
 
Serving our Veterans: Veterans Services staff help Veterans 
receive the supports they need. 
 
A literal army of volunteers helped serve Veterans, their 
families, and communities across Canada in 2022. 
Volunteer dedication enabled the Legion to pull through 
ongoing pandemic challenges that would otherwise have 
been insurmountable. 
The Legion’s strong membership base is its foundation; its 
250,000 members once again allowed the organization to 
do and achieve some amazing things. 
 
Last year, Legion membership also grew year over year for 
the first time in over three decades. The organization 
welcomed over 35,000 new and reinstated members - it’s 
the kind of growth that hasn’t been seen in many years. 
Underpinning the varied accomplishments at a national 
level were member engagement, public relations, new 
project innovation, and advocacy efforts. This collective 
work helped produce public and media interest, 
membership growth, and ultimately it helped facilitate 
actions across the country to support Veterans. 
The dedication of many colleagues was central to 
introducing initiatives that helped modernize and 
strengthen the Legion nationally – from biodegradable 
Poppies to new membership tools. 
 
In 2022, the Legion welcomed many positive stories about 
how individuals or family members were helped by its 
work, such heartwarming stories were a testament to the 
dedication of thousands. 
 
SERVING VETERANS & THEIR FAMILIES 
The Legion exists primarily to help serve Veterans and their 
families. This is accomplished through a range of actions at 
the national and local levels. 
 

Making a difference 
Legion Service Officers at all Branches across the country, 
and at the provincial and national levels are always ready 
to assist thousands of Veterans each year. 
Veterans do not need to be Legion members to receive 
assistance, and once again last year it was provided at no 
cost to them. Canadians made this possible because of their 
yearly generosity during the National Poppy Campaign. 
Over the course of 2022, Dominion Command Service 
Officers helped with disability applications, appeals, and 
provided individual grants for essential items like food, fuel, 
clothing, medication, and emergency shelter.  
  
The Legion’s Veterans Services department heard excellent 
feedback last year from Veterans who were happy to finally 
receive disability benefits after years of rejection – 
primarily after being alerted to changes in polices at 
Veterans Affairs Canada (VAC). Service Officers shared new 
benefit information with Veterans who may not have been 
aware, helping them receive what they were entitled 
to.  These included things like additional pain and suffering 
compensation, and additional claims related to PTSD 
medications. 
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Veterans Services became involved in some new initiatives 
last year such as The Burns Way project to help ensure 
Indigenous Veterans receive the mental health care they 
deserve, and the department participated in the planning 
of the 2023 Women Veterans Forum. 
Programs supported by the Legion such as BSO Legion 
OSI’s Operation VetBuild continued to hold an increasing 
number of group meetings for Veterans in the wake of the 
pandemic. These activities were another important means 
of helping support Veteran mental health and well-being in 
2022. 
 
Research and advocacy 
Because of the ongoing disability claims backlog at 
Veterans Affairs, the Legion received additional calls and 
complaints from Veterans over the past year. While the 
Legion cannot hasten the process, it can advocate for 
immediate change – which is one of the things it did again 
in 2022, with a letter requesting action by the federal 
government, and through participation in media 
discussions on the topic. 
 
The Legion also appreciated when change did happen, for 
example after the announcement by the federal 
government that it would provide funds to help VAC keep 
staff that had been hired to combat the backlog. In another 
instance, the Legion commended VAC after the 
announcement of a new program from Veterans Affairs 
Canada (VAC) which outlined how Veterans who needed 
mental health support would get it immediately with no 
need to wait in the current benefit claims application 
backlog. 
 
The Royal Canadian Legion’s yearly Masters Scholarship 
was awarded through the Canadian Institute for Military 
and Veteran Health Research (CIMVHR) in 2022. The 
$30,000 grant was awarded to a master’s degree student at 
the University of Manitoba whose research is designed to 
better understand treatment outcomes in Veterans with 
PTSD who use medicinal cannabis. The Legion has been 
advocating for research in this realm for years. 
Other organizations that ultimately help Veterans cope 
with a range of challenges through programming or 
research are regularly supported by the Legion. Last year a 
$75,000 donation made to the Concussion Legacy 
Foundation went towards research into concussions and 
brain health.  
 
The Legion works regularly to push for change and does so 
mostly behind the scenes through its connections to 
government and other related decision makers. In other 

cases, public stances are taken through letters to the Prime 
Minister or when directly questioned by media. It was a 
busy year for advocacy, with topics ranging from the 
creation of a Platinum Jubilee medal to honour citizens who 
have made a difference and pushing to end the 
construction plan for condos on Juno Beach in France. 
The organization also shone a spotlight on the financial 
strain of housing on CAF personnel posted in various high-
cost regions. The Legion continued to monitor the outcome 
of the Arbour report on military sexual misconduct and lent 
its voice in support of actions that need to be taken to 
ensure lasting change in that domain. 
 
International support 
In 2022, the Legion provided support to 60 Veterans and 
widows in Caribbean countries to provide them with at 
least two meals a day. A grant provided to Curphey Home 
in Jamaica also helped operators with repairs and similar 
needs. The home is a place that provides care and 
protection for Veterans. Last year financial assistance was 
also provided to help with computer and IT equipment 
needs in local support offices in Saint Vincent, Jamaica, 
Dominica, Grenada, Belize and St. Lucia. 
As part of its operations, the Legion distributed assistance 
to 68 Allied Veterans and widows on behalf of several 
benevolent funds and international entities, like the Royal 
Commonwealth Ex-Services League. The Legion is the North 
American contact for Allied veterans and widows on this 
continent. 

  

Congratulations to the winners 

of our February 11 

Meat Roll
1. Kari Malmstrom 

2. Dorothy Gerrard 

3. Cathy Moores 

4. Penny Lawrence-Judges 

5. Cheryll Barr 

6. Lori Gavin 

7. Mark Sauder 

8. Rick Packer 

9. Marie Woodman 

10. Donna Packer 

11. Dianne Sauvé 
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BRANCH HISTORIAN REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Norm Marion, Branch Historian 
 Two Military Service Recognition Book (MSRB) submissions 
were sent to the Provincial Correspondent for publishing in 
MSRB Vol X this fall.  Those are for John "Jack" Smith and 
Nelson Bumstead.  Jack Smith was Tom Smith's father, who 
was killed in action during the Second World War, and 
Nelson Bumstead was Tom's stepfather, and one of our 
Branch Past Presidents.  A third submission for Bill 
Mahoney is ready to go, awaiting signature. 
If you know someone who served in the military who you 
think could be featured in a future MSRB, please contact 
me. You can see on this page an example of an MSRB 

submission featuring Nelson Bumstead, Branch 270 Past 
President (1962) of the Coldwater Branch. 

 
NELSON BUMSTEAD  
Born in Waverley, Ontario, on August 14, 1910, Samuel 
Freeman Nelson Bumstead was the son of Oliver and 
Harriet (James) Bumstead.  Nelson was raised on a farm, 
and, before he enlisted, worked for some time as farm 
hand, in shipbuilding yards, and in a flooring factory.  
During the Second World War, he enrolled in the Canadian 
Army on January 28, 1942.  Private Bumstead (Service 
number B-98185) first joined the artillery, but later 
transferred to the infantry with the Black Watch (Royal 
Highland Regiment) of Canada.  He served in the United 
Kingdom and Continental Europe.  He suffered light 
wounds to his arm and leg on September 15, 1944, but 
returned to service after recovering.  By the end of the war 
he had reached the rank of sergeant.  Upon demobilization, 
Nelson was discharged from the Army on March 29, 1946.  
He married Florence Blanche Smith (nee Moreau) and 
settled with his family in the area of Midland, Ontario.  He 
was a member of Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270 
Coldwater where he served as Branch President in 1962.  
Nelson passed away on June 29, 1971, at age 60.  He is 
buried at Lakeview Cemetery in Midland. 
 

THIS MONTH WE REMEMBER 

  

NO.2 CONSTRUCTION 

BATTALION 
 

On July 5, 1916, No. 2 Construction 

Battalion was formed in Pictou, Nova 

Scotia—the largest Black military unit 

in Canadian history. Recruitment took 

place across the country and 

approximately 800 personnel would 

serve with the battalion at some point 

during the war. Most were from Nova 

Scotia, with others coming from New 

Brunswick, Ontario, the West and even 

some from the United States. The Black 

Battalion's chaplain was Reverend 

William White, who had also played a 

leading role getting the unit formed. The 

segregated battalion was tasked with 

non-combat support roles. After initial 

service in Canada, the battalion boarded 

the SS Southland bound for Liverpool, 

England in March 1917. Its members 

were sent to eastern France later in 1917 

where they served honourably with the 

Canadian Forestry Corps. 

Source: Veterans Affairs Canada 

Nelson Bumstead served in the Second World War and 

was President of the Coldwater Branch in 1962.  
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FRIDAY NIGHT STEAK DARTS 
 
February 3  
1. Lyle 
2. Brian 
3. Bev 
4. Lloyd 
5. Gaëtanne 
6. Mark 
Sunshine: Yvonne 
 
February 10  
1. Lyle 
2. Joe 
3. Maria 
4. Lloyd 
5. Cheryll 
6. Debbie 
Sunshine: Don 
 
February 17  
1. Debbie M. 
2. Margaret-Ann 
3. Margaret-Ann 
4. Margaret-Ann 
5. Mark 
6. Joe 
Sunshine: Penny 
 
February 24  
1. Cheryll 
2. Kathy 
3. Lloyd 
4. Sherrin 
5. Henny 
6. Al 
Sunshine: Adam 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SHUFFLEBOARD 
 
February 2 
1st : Lloyd & Doreen 
2nd : Heather & Ken 
3rd : Brian & Ryan 
Sunshine: Betty-Anne 
 
February 9 
1st : Brian & Ken 
2nd : Betty-Anne & Doreen 
3rd : Heather & Ryan 
Sunshine: Jason 
 
February 16 
1st : Heather & Ken 
2nd : Lloyd & Brian 
3rd : Ryan & Peter 
Sunshine: Ken 
 
February 23 
1st : Doreen & Ryan 
2nd : Paul & Betty-Anne 
3rd : Brian & Peter 
Sunshine: Betty-Anne 
 
 
TUESDAY AFTERNOON EUCHRE 
 
January 31 
High Hand – Doreen 
Low Hand – Sherrin 
Most Lone Hands – Brian 
 
February 7 
High Hand – Brian 
Low Hand – Ryan 
Most Lone Hands – Betty-Anne 
 
February 14 
High Hand – Robert 
Low Hand – Doreen 
Most Lone Hands – Betty-Anne 
 
 

 
 

February 21 
High Hand – Betty-Anne 
Low Hand – Bill 
Most Lone Hands – Brian 
 
February 28 
High Hand – Doreen 
Low Hand – Cheryll 
Most Lone Hands – Betty-Anne 
 

 

SPORTS AT BRANCH 270 
 

BRANCH 270 
WEEKLY SPORTS 

 

Euchre 
1 p.m. every Tuesday 

Fun Pool 
6 p.m. every Tuesday 

Fun Darts 
7:30 p.m. every Wednesday 

Shuffleboard 
1 p.m. every Thursday 

Darts League 
7 p.m. every Thursday 

Bid Euchre 
12:30 p.m. every Friday 

 
 



The Maple Leaf       March 2023 
 

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270 ~ 18 ~ Coldwater, Ontario 
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