
FEBRUARY 2026 EDITION    
Newsletter of Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270 Coldwater 
                     (705) 686-3388 • 2 Michael Anne Drive, P.O. Box 89, Coldwater, ON, L0K1E0 

 branch270@rogers.com • www.coldwaterlegion.com • www.facebook.com/Coldwaterlegion 

 OPEN HOUSE FOR 
LEGION CENTENARY 

 On Sunday, January 25, a small group of local people 
braved the threatening snow storm to make their way to 
the Coldwater branch and take part in the launch of our 
celebrations of the Royal Canadian Legion's Centenary 
year: yes, 100 years this year!  Many of the guests were 
coming to be initiated as new members of the Legion – and 
the Coldwater branch, joining under the special Centenary 
year programme for 2026.  Welcome aboard comrades!   

 

During the event new members were welcomed into the 
branch by President Kari Malmström, and given some 
information about our programmes by key representatives 
of the branch. Guests were able to browse through dozens 
of photo albums covering decades of local Legion activities 
at the branch.  And then we all enjoyed the cake! 

The story of the Royal Canadian Legion finds its origins in 
the First World War - referred to at the time as "The Great 
War" - when Canadian soldiers started coming back home 
from the battlefields of France and Belgium, many 
wounded or ill, looking for medical, financial, or moral 
support in their communities.  Veterans started forming up 
in associations, the main one being the Great War 
Veterans Association formed in 1917.  By 1925 the various 
associations across the country decided to unite under one 
national level association called the Canadian Legion of the 
British Empire Service League.  It was incorporated by an 
Act of Parliament on July 17, 1926, date which is 
considered the birth date of the Royal Canadian Legion.  
There were several milestones along the way in the 
evolution from that 1926 association to the current Royal 
Canadian Legion, including dropping off the words "British 
Empire" in 1959 and the addition of the prefix "Royal", 
approved by Queen Elizabeth II in 1961.  In the 1970s a 
policy shift regarding eligibility to join the Legion changed 
what had hitherto been a Veterans-only association, to 
one that included Associate and Affiliate categories of 
membership.  One hundred years after its birth, the Royal 
Canadian Legion is open to all Veterans, their relatives and 
supporters.  Yet its main aims today remain supporting 

Veterans, and promoting Remembrance. 
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On with the Legion Centenary Anniversary cake cutting 
with Branch President Kari Malmström (left) and Ladies' 
Auxiliary President Donna Packer. 
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FROM THE BRANCH PRESIDENT  
Comrades, 
The year 2026 is upon us and this 
should be an exciting year with the 
100th Anniversary of the Royal 
Canadian Legion.  Throughout the 
year we will be having events to 
commemorate this milestone.  
Thank you to everyone who 
participated in the President’s Levee 

on New Year's Day.  From feedback, everyone had a good 
time and the entertainment was great. Thank you to our 
Ladies' Auxiliary for providing all the excellent food for 
everyone to enjoy. 
 
Anyone who is not a member or has not been a member 
can join the Legion for free in 2026. When you apply, you 
also get to be entered in the draw for a new 2026 Ford F-
150 pick-up truck. 
 
Our branch is doing well thanks to a solid core of 
volunteers, members and non-members, who participate 
in the various functions and events happening throughout 
the year. Let’s continue this trend in 2026.  This is your 
branch so please continue to support us with your 
participation. New ideas are always welcome. All the best 
for 2026. 
 
Yours in Comradeship, 
Kari Malmström, Branch 270 President 

FROM THE LADIES' AUXILIARY PRESIDENT 
Greetings Comrades. 
January has been a winter wonderland!  
I hope everyone is staying warm and 
being safe on the roads!  Let’s hope 
February is kinder. 
The President’s Levee was well 
attended and thank you to all those who 
helped out with the refreshments.   
Our floor in the kitchen is done and 

looks great and baseboards have been added.  The kitchen 
is coming along with painting being done on our work table 
and cupboards.   
 
A big thank you to Henny Risebrough and Gaëtanne 
Robinson for cleaning all our equipment after the floor was 
installed! 
 
The Branch’s Open House on January 25 was well attended 
and as Ladies' Auxiliary President, I hope to have generated 
some interest in others joining our Auxiliary. 
Our next meeting is on Tuesday February 17 at 4:00 p.m. 
 
A smile costs nothing, but gives much.  It enriches those who 
receive.  Some people are too tired to give you a smile.  Give 
them one of yours, as none needs a smile so much as he who 
has no more to give! 
 
Yours in Comradeship, 
Donna Packer, Branch 270 Ladies' Auxiliary President 
 
 
 THE MAPLE LEAF 

The Maple Leaf is the award-winning monthly 
newsletter of The Royal Canadian Legion Branch 
270 Coldwater. It is primarily an internal 
communication tool through which the Branch 
Executive and Committee Chairs report to the 
membership on their respective activities.  
Opinions expressed in feature articles are those of 
the writers and do not imply endorsement by the 
Branch or the Legion.  Committee reports and pre-
arranged articles must be received no later than 
the 23rd of the month in order to be published in 
the next issue.  Please submit by email to:  Branch 
PRO at branch270@rogers.com. 

 

 

BRANCH GENERAL MEETINGS 
The next General Meeting will be on 

Tuesday February 24, 2026, beginning 
at 6:30 p.m.   Branch General 

Meetings take place on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month, from 
September to June (except for 

December), in the upstairs hall, 
starting at 6:30 p.m. 

 

mailto:branch270@rogers.com
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TREASURER REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Al Myre, Treasurer 
The General account balance is $60,686.29. 
The Building account balance is $81,162.77. 
The Nevada account balance remains at $237.61. 
I would like to thank the staff of the Township of Severn 
for their generous donation in the amount of $703.00 and 
the kind words of support for the impact that our Legion 
has, not only for our Veterans and members, but for the 
community and surrounding area. Very much appreciated. 
I am happy to announce that the Review Engagement 
report is completed and we are now awaiting the final 
report from The Office of Ron Anderson. I would like to 
acknowledge and thank Shawna Tinney our bookkeeper 
and Anne Frankish for their assistance in helping to 
compile all the necessary documents to facilitate the 
review. It was an interesting process that validated and 
confirmed that we are being good stewards of the 
business. This will now allow us to pursue Ontario Trillium 
Foundation (OTF) grants. 
 
BOTTLE DRIVE REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Cheryll Barr, Bottle Drive 
Coordinator 
The Beer Store truck did a pickup on January 2026, taking 
away $614.80 worth of empties.  
Total empties sent back to date: 627,749.  Total funds 
raised to date: $77,229.50. 
The Branch would like to thank the community for their 
support, and the volunteers who look after the shed. 
 
WAYS & MEANS REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Brenda Price, Ways & Means Chair 
Lots happening this month and we hope you can join us for 
these events. 
Feb. 3, 10, 17, we have Trivia! Starts at 6:30 p.m., register 
at 6. 
Feb. 8, Super Bowl party and Chili cook off!  Come vote for 
your fav chili and watch the game!  Fun starts at 4:00 p.m. 
Feb. 14, Meat Draw 3 p.m. 
Feb. 14, Evening Euchre Tournament starts at 7 p.m., 
register at 6. 
Feb. 21, Belated Valentine’s Sing-O Bingo. Play starts 3 p.m. 
sharp. Stay for Karaoke after and enjoy a nice meal at 
Whitney’s Grill. 
Hope to see you soon! 
 
 
 

ENTERTAINMENT REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Carry Brouwer, Entertainment Chair 
Just the Blues is on Saturday February 7.  Music starts at 
12:30.  We have Karaoke on the 21st of February from 7 to 
11 p.m.  And No Filter is playing February 28, from 7 to 10 
p.m. 
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Norm Marion, Branch Public 
Relations Officer 
The monthly newsletter and on-line media - Facebook & 
Website – and the BIDDY are kept up-to-date.  The photos 
from our January 25 Open House to launch the Centenary 
of the Legion are posted on the various media.   
I requested quotes from five sources for an outdoor 
electronic/digital sign to be mounted on the south wall of 
the building.  All five companies have replied, and four 
quotes are in already.  The last one should be in any day 
now. 
I have sent one more photo to the Legion Magazine.  It's 
the one of the cheque presentation by our 1st Vice 
President John O'Hara and Poppy Chair Gaëtanne Robinson 
to representatives of the Royal Canadian Sea Cadet Corps 
TRILLIUM in Midland, Daniel and Sara Reimer. 

 
 

Left-to-right, representatives of the Royal Canadian Sea 
Cadet Corps TRILLIUM, Daniel and Sara Reimer; Branch 
1st Vice President John O'Hara; and Poppy Chair 
Gaëtanne Robinson. 
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A MESSAGE FROM MPP JILL DUNLOP  
 Gree�ngs to all members and friends of the Coldwater 
Legion and to the broader Simcoe North community. It is 
always a pleasure to connect with you and share updates 
on provincial ini�a�ves that mater to our seniors, along 
with highlights of upcoming community events and warm 
wishes for the months ahead. 
 
Suppor�ng seniors in our community remains a top priority 
for our government. I am proud that the Province of Ontario 
con�nues to invest in programs that help older adults stay 
ac�ve, independent, and connected. Through the Seniors 
Community Grant Program, more than one hundred 
thousand dollars has been invested locally in Simcoe North 
to support projects that reduce social isola�on and 

encourage par�cipa�on in community life.  These grants 
help fund programs that bring people together, support 
mental and physical wellbeing, and strengthen the sense of 
belonging that is so important as we age. 
 
Another important announcement for seniors in 2025, was 
Ontario’s permanent funding commitment to the 
Community Paramedicine for Long Term Care program. This 
ini�a�ve allows seniors to receive nonemergency medical 
care and regular wellness checks in their own homes. By 
focusing on preven�on and early interven�on, this program 
helps seniors remain independent longer while also easing 
pressure on hospitals and emergency services. It is a 
prac�cal, compassionate approach that benefits 
individuals, families, and the health care system. 
As we look ahead, I also want to highlight a fun and inclusive 
community event. Families and residents of all ages are 
invited to enjoy a free Family Day roller ska�ng event at the 
Roller Ska�ng Place, ODAS Park. This is a wonderful 
opportunity for grandparents, parents, and children to 
spend �me together, stay ac�ve, and create great memories 
on Family Day. 
 
To the members of the Coldwater Legion and all residents 
of Simcoe North, thank you for your con�nued dedica�on 
to community service, remembrance, and fellowship. Your 
contribu�ons help make our region a stronger and more 
caring place to live.  
 
MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Paula Brown, Branch Membership 
Chair 
In January Branch 270 welcomed our first Centenary 
members.  To qualify for free membership for 2026 as a 
Centenary member you must have NEVER been a member 
of the Royal Canadian Legion.  You can apply online or at 
the Branch bar.  Either way you will be contacted by 
someone on the Membership Committee and will be 
invited to a Welcoming Ceremony. 
 
Current members that have not paid their 2026 
membership dues have been moved to dormant and no 
longer qualify for Legion benefits or draws.  You can be 
reinstated by simply paying your $65 membership at the 
bar.   Current members that have paid for 2026 and 
Centenary members that renew for 2027 will be entered 
into a draw to win a Ford pickup truck.  Good luck to all. 
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BUILDING MANAGER REPORT 
Submitted by Kari Malmström, Building Manager 
I have the following report as Building Manager since our 
last meeting. 
My report is as follows: 
- The monthly inspections are completed. 
- Due to a small gas leak detected upstairs in the kitchen, 
gas detectors have been bought and installed to warn if any 
natural gas is present. 
- Thanks to John O’Hara for coordinating the new video 
camera installation inside and outside. These cameras will 
help us if something happens that has to be reviewed later. 
- Upstairs kitchen epoxy flooring has been completed. 
Thank you to all who helped in moving furniture and 
equipment out to get this done as efficiently as possible. 
Special thanks to the Ladies' Auxiliary for their donation to 
get this project completed and thank you to Glen 
Newbigging for donating his time for the gas connection 
work. 
-  The roof drain re-direction will be happening in the new 
year. Hoping for this to be completed soon. 
-  Design cost request for quotes for an arena side ground 
level addition have been submitted. I have not received any 
firm quotes as of yet.  We will discuss the Ontario Trillium 
Foundation grant application very soon as they will be 
submitted in March. 
- We will continue to make improvements in the branch as 
finances allow and will discuss these with membership 
when they come up. 
- As everyone has noticed, we had to get the mountain of 
snow removed as our parking lot was shrinking to nothing. 
The cost for hauling this away was $250 per truckload and 
15 loads were hauled further than last year. Hopefully we 
don’t have to do this again this winter.  
 
BAR MANAGER REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Anne Frankish, Bar Manager 
Happy New Year to all! The bar continues to be busy. Thank 
For the month of January, bar sales remained consistent 
overall.  

While we did experience a few days of closure due to 
significant snowfall, these decisions were made with the 
safety of both our members and non-members as the top 
priority.  
Despite the weather-related interruptions, regular 
attendance and sales trends held steady when the bar was 
open. Staff adjusted schedules as needed and operations 
resumed smoothly following each closure. 
Thank you to everyone for their understanding and 
cooperation during the challenging weather conditions. We 
appreciate the continued support of our members and 
guests. 
 
SPORTS REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Al Myre, Sports Officer 
Congratulations go out to George Cousineau, Ken Wallace, 
Laren Norrie & Joe Murray for coming 2nd in Victoria 
Harbour in the 55 and over Zone Dart tournament. 
Laren Norrie & Joe Murray also qualified as a double's 
team. 
They will all be representing Coldwater at the District level 
in early February. We wished them luck. 
Branch members have been busy signing up for both darts 
and euchre. Please keep informed by reviewing all 
upcoming tournaments posted in the Club room. If anyone 
has any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to 
reach out. 

JOKE OF THE MONTH 
If you want to be remembered after 
you die, borrow money from everyone 
you know. 

Left-to-right: Joe Murray; Laren Norrie; Bob Gourlie 
(Zone Sports Officer); George Cousineau; and Ken 
Wallace.  The Coldwater Branch team placed 2nd in 
Victoria Harbour in the 55 and over Zone Dart 
tournament. 



The Maple Leaf  February 2026 
 

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270 ~ 7 ~ Coldwater, Ontario 

YOUTH EDUCATION REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Cheryll Barr, Youth Education Chair 
Happy Valentine’s Day Comrades! 
I am happy to report that the Poster & Literary Contests 
portion of this year's Youth Education programme is 
complete.   We're just waiting to get in the schools to return 
the students' entries and present their certificates and 
prize money.   
For the first time since 2020 the Coldwater Branch hosted 
a Youth Public Speaking competition.  We had four students 
from the Grade 4-9 category, and their speeches were 
amazing. Thank you to our judges Norm Marion, Anne 
Frankish, Hans Klanert; to our timekeepers Paula Brown 
and Margaret-Anne Murray; our scrutineers Grace 
Mahoney and Rob Price; and our door keeper Brenda Price.  
A huge thank-you to my Youth Education Committee: 
Marlene Klanert, Debbie Southorn, Yvonne Sauvé, and John 
O’Hara.  Congratulations to all participants, particularly to 
1st place winner Ben Hickey, who explained to the audience 
why school should start later in the morning; to 2nd place 
Lily Tang, who discussed the power of the word "no"; and 
to 3rd place Sydney Steele, who reminded us to respect the 
environment. 
 

The Public Speaking Contest, part of the Legion's Youth 
Education program, is meant to give young people an 
opportunity to speak in public. Participants get to choose 
their own subject matter for the address. The contest takes 
place initially at branch level, and winners progress through 
zone, district and area levels, concluding at the Provincial 
level in the spring. The contestants are divided into 
categories based on grade levels. 
Again, congratulations to all participants! 

  

Congratulations to Ben Hickey who took 1st place in 
the Grades 4-9 category in the Public Speaking 
Competition, and will now progress to the Zone level.  
Left-to-right are Marlene Klanert representing the 
Youth Education Committee; Ben Hickey; and Branch 
President Kari Malmström. 

Lily Tang (center) took 2nd place with her presentation 
on the power of the word "no". Congratulations! 
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BRANCH HISTORIAN REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Norm Marion, Branch Historian 
Our next monthly Veterans Coffee Break will be on Monday 
February 23, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Those Coffee Breaks 
are held in the Club Room every last Monday of each 
month.  For Veterans only. 
I've sent two more submissions to the Military Service 
Recognition Book (MSRB) for the parents of a Coldwater 
resident, Bette Legault.  A sample submission can be seen 
on this page featuring Bette's mom, Isabella Ginger (née 
Falloon), who enlisted in the Canadian Women Army Corps 
in 1942 and served as a lab technician.  She moved to 
Coldwater in 2004, where she passed away in 2008. New 
submissions or suggestions for submissions to the MSRB 
are welcome year round.   

 
GINGER, ISABELLA JEAN (NÉE FALLOON)   
Isabella Jean Falloon was born in Hamilton, Ont., on August 
16, 1920, daughter of Thomas and Mary Falloon.  She 
enlisted in the Canadian Women Army Corps on October 
16, 1942. She served for two years as a lab technician in 
Canada, including a post as an instructor for CWAC recruits 
at No. 20 Canadian Army (Basic) Training Centre in 
Brantford, Ont.  While in service she met her husband-to-
be, Reginald (Reg) Arthur Ginger of the Royal Canadian 
Army Medical Corps.  Isabella took her release from the 
CWAC on December 6, 1944, and they got married in June 
1945.  Her husband stayed in the service for 21 years, so 
the family moved around to military communities including 
Toronto, Camp Borden, Ont. (three times), Shilo, Man., 
Hemer, Germany, and Le Havre, France.  After Reg's return 
to civilian life the family lived in Acton, Ont., until he passed 
away in 1981.  Isabella moved to Coldwater, Ont., in 2004, 
where she passed away on April 21, 2008.  She is resting 
with her husband at the Fairview Cemetery in Acton. 
 

 
 

Quote of the Month 
“Isn’t it nice to think that tomorrow is a new 

day, with no mistakes in it yet?” 
- Lucy Maud Montgomery 

Isabella Ginger (née Falloon) enlisted in the Canadian 
Women Army Corps in October 1942.  She moved to 
Coldwater in 2004, where she passed away in 2008. 

Saturday February 14 
7 to 11 p.m. 
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LEGION LETTER TO PRIME MINISTER: 
ON SOVEREIGNTY, FREEDOM, AND 
AFGHANISTAN  
Organization calls remarks a “global wake-up call” 
From the files of Dominion Command 
 
OTTAWA, ON, 30 January 2026 – The Royal Canadian Legion 
has issued a formal letter to Mark Carney, Prime Minister 
of Canada, in the wake of recent talks at the NATO meeting 
in Davos, Switzerland. The letter encompasses the 
organization’s reaction to remarks made internationally by 
the Prime Minister and addresses Canada’s role in 
Afghanistan. The content of the letter is reproduced below 
and can also be found on Legion.ca. 
 
Dear Prime Minister, 
We write to you on behalf of The Royal Canadian Legion in 
a time of unprecedented attacks by the United States’ 
administration on our sovereignty as a strong and 
independent nation. We would like to commend your 
recent remarks on the world stage in Davos, which 
provided a clear and important statement in support of the 
essential values that Canadians – and all who believe in 
freedom – hold dear. Your remarks were both needed and 
provided a global “wake-up call.” 
These values are of great importance to the Legion, in 
alignment with its founding principles which were 
established by First World War Veterans one hundred years 
ago, in 1926. Many thousands of Canadians have fought 
and died for these same values throughout our history and 
all over the world. 
We were therefore appalled to hear the President of the 
United States share his view that troops from other NATO 
countries had played an inconsequential role in 
Afghanistan. Our country’s mission there saw over 40,000 
troops deployed, and 158 Canadian Armed Forces 
members gave their lives. It is completely unacceptable 
that the outstanding service and selfless sacrifice of so 
many allied troops, including Canadians, was trivialized.  
 

 
Especially given they were part of the response to the 9/11 
attacks on America. We cannot stay silent when hurtful 
untruths are shared on a global scale. 
It is not the norm for us to comment on speeches by 
national leaders, however the Legion shares the values you 
have articulated, and we believe it is critical that we show 
our clear support at this time. 
We thank you for your inspiring words which truly met the 
moment. Please know that The Royal Canadian Legion 
stands ready to support Canada and Canadians across this 
country as we navigate these troubled waters together. 
With appreciation,  

                  

 
  

Berkley Lawrence 
Dominion President 
The Royal Canadian Legion 
 

Larry Murray 
Grand President 
The Royal Canadian Legion 
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SEE YOU ON 
FEBRUARY 14! 

 
MEAT DRAW WINNERS 

JANUARY 10 
 
1. Debbie Southorn 
2. Colin Hurst 
3. Edward Elias 
4. Anita Cadeau 
5. Pat Franklin 
6. Anita Cadeau 
7. Rob Goulter 
8. Cheryll Barr 
9. Edward Elias 
10. Doug Reid 
11. Marina Goulter 
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TUESDAY AFTERNOON EUCHRE 
 
January 13 
High Hand – Brian 
Low Hand – Jim 
Most Lone Hands – Mike 
 
January 27 
High Hand – Marg 
Low Hand – Heather D. 
Most Lone Hands – Brian S. 
 
SHUFFLEBOARD 
 
January 8 
1st: Anne & Ken 
2nd: Jackie & Brian 
3rd: Doreen & Sherrin 
Sunshine: Anne 
 
January 15 
1st: Jackie & Heather D. 
2nd: Ken & Richard 
3rd: Brian & Lloyd 
Sunshine: Jim 
 
January 22 
1st: Doreen & Brian 
2nd: Heather D. & Ken 
3rd: Anne & Jim 
Sunshine: Richard 
 
 

 
 
January 28 
1st: Heather D. & Ken 
2nd: Brian & Jackie 
3rd: Doreen & Heather G. 
Sunshine: Brian 
 
FRIDAY NIGHT STEAK DARTS 
 
January 9 
1. Joe 
2. Grace 
3. Phil 
4. Mike 
5. Jim 
6. Cathy 
Sunshine: Yvonne 
 
January 16 
1. Gill 
2. Grace 
3. Darren 
4. Joe 
5. Fred 
6. Darren 
Sunshine: Rick 
 
January 23 
1. Lorne 
2. Brad 
3. Lorne 
4. Bill 
5. Grace 
6. Nick 
Sunshine: Grace 
 
January 30 
1. Debbie 
2. Al 
3. Henny 
4. Kari 
5. Joe 
6. Lloyd 
Sunshine: Dan 
 
  

SPORTS AT BRANCH 270 
 

BRANCH 270 
WEEKLY SPORTS 

& ACTIVITIES 
 

Winter Schedule 
 

Euchre 
1 p.m. every Tuesday 

Trivia 
6:30 p.m. every Tuesday 

League Darts 
7:30 p.m. every Wednesday 

League Darts 
7 p.m. every Thursday 

Shuffleboard 
1 p.m. every Thursday 

Steak Darts 
6 p.m. every Friday 
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