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COLDWATER CELEBRATES 

ST.PATRICK'S DAY 
 

 
It was another banner day (literally!) on March 17 at the 
Coldwater Branch where dozens of patrons and supporters 
braved the cold to come and parade and celebrate St. 
Paddy’s Day in a proper Irish-for-the-day environment.  
Several members of Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270 
Coldwater organized and took part in this annual – quite  

 
informal - parade.  They were joined by an enthusiastic 
crowd of local residents to march on the main street 
through Coldwater.  Many of them carried on afterwards to 
the Legion's Club Room to celebrate in a definitely Irish-
green environment.  Live music was provided by Len 
Murphy.  Thank you to all who participated and/or helped 
with the celebrations, and congratulations to this year's 
King and Queen, John O'Hara and Donna Packer. 
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This year's St. Patrick's Day King and Queen, John 
O'Hara and Donna Packer, wave as they prepare for 
departure of the parade. 

The pipers leading the parade on main street in 
Coldwater on St. Patrick's Day 2026.  Left-to-right: 
Brenda Remy; Linda Buchanan; and Susan Smith. 
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FROM THE BRANCH PRESIDENT  
Comrades, 
In February we were busy getting our 
application completed for the 
Ontario Trillium Foundation Grant for 
new flooring, tables upstairs, a/c for 
upstairs' kitchen, and a backup 
generator to improve our building 
and make us a shelter in case of an 
emergency.  Thanks to Marlene 

Klanert for application support and Al Myre for financial 
and submission reviewing. This allowed us to get this 
completed and submitted by the end of February. Now we 
wait to see if we are approved to proceed. 
On March 8 we had another 100th Anniversary Open 
House.  We had a good turnout. We initiated many new 
Centenary Members to our Branch. From talking to some of 
these new members, it is good to hear that we will have 
more interested in volunteering and helping us to keep 
things running smoothly. Thank you to everyone who came 
out. We will announce the next event once we know the 
timings.  John O’Hara, Norm Marion, Linda Tucker, Bob 
Gourlie, Betty-Jean Murray, and I attended the Zone E4 
Spring Convention on March 14 at Branch 316 in 
Waubaushene. Attendance was good from most branches 
in our area.  Discussion included motions to be brought up 
at the upcoming District meeting in Aurora, such as  the levy 
issue with Centenary members at the end of the year, and 
discussions about consistency in Article 3s when processed.  
March 17 was another great St. Patrick’s Day celebration at 
our branch. I commend the people who marched in the 
parade with the wind-chill giving us a cool -20C.  Everyone 
appreciated the music and drinks afterword, though. 
Thanks to all who participated and helped in this annual 
celebration. 
 
Yours in Comradeship, 
Kari Malmström, Branch 270 President 
 

 

FROM THE LADIES' AUXILIARY PRESIDENT 
Greetings Comrades. 
I’m not going to comment on the 
weather!  Enough is enough! 
It was my pleasure to represent our 
Branch as Queen on St. Patrick’s Day, 
alongside Comrade John O’Hara as 
King!  I so enjoyed taking part in the 
parade and the festivities after at the 
Branch!  A fun day for everyone – 

drinks, music and laughter! 
Our Ladies’ Auxiliary was pleased to make donations this 
month to the Coldwater United Church, Community Meals 
Program and The Benny’s Club. 
The Spring Zone E4 Convention takes place on Sunday April 
26 in Victoria Harbour.  At this convention all 12 auxiliaries 
in Zone E4 present activity reports and financial reports.  
This is an opportunity to hear what other auxiliaries are 
doing.  As well, elections for Zone Officers will occur.  If 
interested in attending, please let me know.  All members 
are welcome. 
On April 11 we have two teams attending District Team 
Darts in Creemore.  Good Luck ladies and have a great time! 
Our Auxiliary will have a Bake Sale on Saturday May 30 
(Duck Race Day) to support our Sports Fund.  Bake Sale will 
start at 10:00 a.m.  Baked goods can be dropped off at the 
Legion the day before or the morning of the sale.  So, all 
you bakers out there, please support this event! 
Elections for our Auxiliary Officers and Executives will take 
place at our May meeting – May 19 at 4:00 p.m.  If you are 
interested in running for a position, please advise a 
member so you can be nominated. 
Our next meeting is Tuesday April 21 at 4:00 p.m.  Hope to 
see you there! 
 
Yours in Comradeship, 
Donna Packer, Branch 270 Ladies' Auxiliary President 
 

 

BRANCH GENERAL MEETINGS 
The next General Meeting will be on Tuesday 

April 28, 2026, beginning at 6:30 p.m.   
Branch General Meetings take place on the 

fourth Tuesday of each month, from 
September to June (except for December), in 

the upstairs hall, starting at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Quote of the Month 
“Advertising may be described as the 

science of arresting the human intelligence 
long enough to get money from it.” 

– Stephen Leacock, late political scientist 
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TREASURER REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Al Myre, Treasurer 
The General account balance is $48,114.08. 
The Building account balance is $81,381.61. 
The Nevada account balance remains at $237.61. 
 
BOTTLE DRIVE REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Cheryll Barr, Bottle Drive 
Coordinator 
Happy Easter everyone! 
The Beer Store truck did a pickup on March 11, taking away 
$459.20 worth of empties.  
Total empties sent back to date: 638,303.  Total funds 
raised to date: $78,539.50. 
The Branch would like to thank the community for their 
support, and the volunteers who look after the shed. 
During the pandemic then Bar Manager Maggie Murphy 
was out walking when she came across a house with the 
garage door open, showing a ton of beer cans.  She asked 
the gentleman what he intended to do with all those cans.  
His reply was: "You want them?  When can you pick them 
up?"  One quick phone call was made and a truck and trailer 
were off to Orillia to pick up the cans.  The end result was 
$1,300.00 worth of cans.  From that day on, beer cans were 
delivered to the branch twice a month.  I found out his 
name was Jake.  When he dropped-off, he would help me 
put the cans in the shed, talk for a few minutes, and off he 
went.  Recently I realized that I hadn't seen Jake in a while, 
and then I found out that he passed away in January. 

On the weekend, I was handed an envelope containing a 
$500.00 cheque.  Jake's daughter and grandson had 
donated the money to our Bottle Drive in memory of her 
dad.  So with that, our total amount of money raised is now 
$79,039.50.  R.I.P. Jake, and thank you so much to you and 
your family. 
 
WAYS & MEANS REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Brenda Price, Ways & Means Chair 
Join us on Tuesday evenings for Trivia April 7, 14 and 21, 
Registration 6 p.m., play starts 6:30 sharp. 
April 11 is Meat Draw starting at 3 p.m., and then Evening 
Euchre, registration 6 p.m., play 7 p.m. 
April 18 we have Sing-o Bingo at 3 p.m. 
 
ENTERTAINMENT REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Carry Brouwer, Entertainment Chair 
We have Karaoke on Saturday April 18, from 7 to 11 p.m., 
and we will have the band Deja Vu on Saturday the 25th, 7 
to 10 p.m.  You don't have to be a member to attend. 
 
MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Paula Brown, Branch Membership 
Chair 
The Membership Committee has been busy processing 
applications for Centenary members.  I am very thankful for 
the assistance that the Committee provides, and could not 
have made it through the applications and membership 
renewals without them.  As a result, Branch 270 welcomed 
26 new Centenary members in March.  
Veterans that are members of Coldwater Legion and aged 
80 years or more do not pay membership fees, as the 
Branch pays the per capita tax on their behalf.  In February 
I presented a motion that commencing in 2027, Branch 270 
of the Royal Canadian Legion pays the membership fees for 
all members that meet the Royal Canadian Legion 
definition of Veteran as follows: 
VETERAN: A Veteran is any person who is serving or who 
has honourably served in the Canadian Armed Forces, the 
Commonwealth or its wartime allies, or as a regular 
member of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, or as a 
Peace Officer in a special duty area or on a special duty 
operation, or who has served in the Merchant Navy or Ferry 
Command during wartime 
I am pleased to report that this motion passed at the 
Executive and General Membership meetings.  In the 100th 
year of the Royal Canadian Legion, this is one more way 
that the Coldwater Branch says "Thank you for your 
service". 
 

THE MAPLE LEAF 
The Maple Leaf is the award-winning monthly 
newsletter of The Royal Canadian Legion Branch 
270 Coldwater. It is primarily an internal 
communication tool through which the Branch 
Executive and Committee Chairs report to the 
membership on their respective activities.  
Opinions expressed in feature articles are those of 
the writers and do not imply endorsement by the 
Branch or the Legion.  Committee reports and pre-
arranged articles must be received no later than 
the 23rd of the month in order to be published in 
the next issue.  Please submit by email to:  Branch 
PRO at branch270@rogers.com. 
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A MESSAGE FROM MPP JILL DUNLOP  
As we begin to see the first signs of spring across Simcoe 
North, I am reminded of the sense of renewal this season 
brings. After a long winter, the changing season offers an 
opportunity to reconnect with neighbours, spend more 
time outdoors, and look ahead to months of growth and 
activity in our communities. 
After returning to Queen’s Park last month, I am happy to 
provide these updates on programs and investments that 
will benefit residents across our region. I was pleased to 
share that the Ontario government is continuing to invest in 
community programs and services here in Simcoe North. 
Through the Ontario Trillium Foundation’s Grow program, 
our government is providing $229,400 to support local non-

profit organizations, helping them expand programs that 
strengthen community connections and provide essential 
services for residents. 
These investments ensure that organizations can continue 
delivering programs that promote well-being, encourage 
social participation, and bring people together. Initiatives 
like these are especially meaningful for seniors, providing 
opportunities to stay active, engaged, and connected with 
their communities. 
Our government is also supporting initiatives that improve 
accessibility and strengthen community gathering places, 
including upgrades that make facilities more welcoming for 
seniors, veterans, and families. These improvements help 
ensure that important community spaces, such as Legions 
and other local hubs, remain vibrant places for connection, 
remembrance, and shared experiences for years to come. 
I want to thank the volunteers, Legion members, and 
community leaders who work tirelessly to make Simcoe 
North such a special place. Your dedication to supporting 
one another and preserving our shared traditions is truly 
inspiring. 
I also invite you to join me for the 2026 Free Annual Seniors 
Day event on May 20th at the Barnfield Point Recreation 
Centre in Orillia, featuring guest speakers, service 
providers, and more, to celebrate and support our senior 
residents. I look forward to seeing you there and to 
continuing to work together to support strong, connected 
communities across Simcoe North this spring and beyond. 
 
BUILDING MANAGER REPORT 
Submitted by Kari Malmström, Building Manager 
I have the following report as Building Manager since our 
last meeting. 
My report is as follows: 
- The monthly inspections are completed. 
- We need to replace a couple of back-up batteries in some 
of the emergency lights. 
- The video camera software and programming will be 
completed this month. This will allow us to monitor the 
facilities remotely in case of any issues. Also, recordings are 
stored in our system if we need to go back to look at 
anything. 
- The snow is melting slowly and it looks like we won't have 
to remove another big pile in our parking lot. 
- Some painting touch-ups have been completed upstairs in 
the kitchen. This makes it look much better after the 
flooring replacement. 
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BURSARY REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Henny Risebrough, Bursary Chair. 
One applicant has been successful in receiving a bursary.  
Congratulations! 
 
BAR MANAGER REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Anne Frankish, Bar Manager 
Thank you to everyone who helped with St. Patrick's Day 
celebrations. It was another successful year. The bar 
continues to run efficiently with the help of all our 
volunteer bar stewards and others who help at busy times. 
 
YOUTH EDUCATION REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Cheryll Barr, Youth Education Chair 
We are waiting to hear from District to find out when our 
students are going to get back their entries, certificates, 
and prize money.  We are also waiting to hear how our 
student is doing at the Provincial level in the Poster and 
Literary Contests.  I helped with the Zone E4 Public 
Speaking on March 8, at the Waubaushene Legion.  I 
learned a lot from the young speakers on interesting topics, 
such as  sports - Blue Jays and skiing, High School bullying, 
kindness, Canadian made products, going to school later in 
the morning, and potatoes. 
I am proud to announce that after winning 1st place at 
Branch level, Ben Hickey won 1st place at Zone E4 level, and 
has now progressed to District level. 

SICK & VISITING 
Submitted by Comrade Debbie Southorn, Sick and Visiting 
Chair 
I have been keeping in touch with those I know are ill or not 
well.  If you know of a Branch member being ill or if there 
are any issues that require my attention, please let me 
know.  debbie.southorn05@gmail.com 
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Norm Marion, Branch Public 
Relations Officer 
The monthly newsletter and on-line media - Facebook & 
Website – and the BIDDY are kept up-to-date. The photos 
from the Zone Convention and St. Patrick's Day event were 
posted on-line.  St. Patrick's Day images received lots of 
positive comments on Facebook. 
We had two photos published in the current issue of the 
Legion Magazine (March-April 2026), that of branch 
member Roger Pratt's 60-Years' Service recognition, and 
one of the unveiling of the Remembrance crosswalk.  The 
one of Roger was sent in last May. 
I have sent one more photo to the Legion Magazine, that of 
the presentation of a $500 cheque to the Coldwater United 
Church Community Meals. 
I attended the Zone Council meeting and Zone Convention 
on March 14 in Waubaushene.  As usual, we had a good 
representation from the branch.  I will also attend the 
District Spring Convention in Aurora in April. 

 

JOKE OF THE 
MONTH 

Girl: What happened to Lily, 
the girl you were dating? 
Guy: Would you date someone 
who smokes, swears like a 
sailor, and drinks themselves 
into a stupor every day? 
Girl: No, I would never date 
anyone like that! 
Guy: Well, neither would Lily. 

On March 24, a $500.00 donation was presented on 
behalf of the Coldwater Branch to the Coldwater United 
Church Community Meals Coordinator Ken Fulford, by 
Branch President Kari Malmström. 

mailto:debbie.southorn05@gmail.com
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 KAMEL, SONIA VICTORIA   
Sonia Kamel was born in Vita, Man., in 1945.  On September 
18, 1967, Sonia graduated as a Registered Nurse and 
enlisted in the RCAF.  Following basic training, she was 
posted to Stadacona Naval Base in Halifax, N.S.  From there 
she was posted to an Army hospital in Iserlohn, West 
Germany.  While there, Sonia was one of the two-dozen 
Registered Nurses working at the military hospital, a 
combined British/Canadian facility.  Her duties included 
looking after the pre-and-post natal needs of the women 
living on and off base, and general nursing responsibilities 
to military personnel.  While overseas Sonia travelled to the 
Scandinavian countries, Cyprus and Lebanon, including a 
visit to Check-Point Charlie.  With her return to Canada, 
Sonia completed a four-year posting to the National 
Defence Medical Centre in Ottawa.  Upon her release from 
the Canadian Armed Forces on September 18, 1974, Sonia 
pursued further education and obtained a BA in Political 
Science and Economics. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 In civilian life Sonia worked for the Federal Transport 
Commission and Provincial Transportation with focus on 
the transportation needs for persons with disabilities.  
Sonia is now retired and lives in Coldwater, Ont.  She is 
currently a member of the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 
270 Coldwater. 

 
BRANCH HISTORIAN REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Norm Marion, Branch Historian 
Our next monthly Veterans Coffee Break will be Monday 
April 27, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Those Coffee Breaks are 
held upstairs in the Banquet Hall every last Monday of each 
month. 
I've sent five more submissions to the Military Service 
Recognition Book (MSRB).  That brings a total of 28 
submissions so far from our branch for the upcoming 
Vol.13.  Two more are almost ready to be sent, just 
waiting for signatures.  A sample submission can be seen 
on this page featuring Branch member Sonia Kamel, who 
served as a Registered Nurse with the RCAF during the 
Cold War.  New submissions or suggestions for 
submissions to the MSRB are welcome year round.   

Sonia Kamel served as a Registered Nurse with the RCAF 
during the Cold War.  Her service included a tour at a 
British/Canadian Army hospital in Iserlohn, West 
Germany. 

Following the March 14 Zone Council meeting in 
Waubaushene, the Zone Spring Convention was well 
attended with several members of the Coldwater 
Branch taking part in the discussions. 
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DIG INTO 100 YEARS OF 
LEGION HISTORY  
From the files of Dominion Command 
 
Over 650,000 Canadians served our country in the First 
World War. The survivors were welcomed home as heroes 
but were left to fend for themselves to obtain the medical 
care, financial support and social services they desperately 
needed. They did so by forming local Veterans’ 
associations–and in the process laid the foundations for 
what, in 1926, would become the Canadian Legion. 
Fast-forward 100 years and the Legion is today woven into 
the very fabric of our nation, serving and advocating for 
Veterans and their families, ensuring we remember their 
service and sacrifice, and connecting Canadians in 
communities from coast-to-coast-to-coast. 
The years between the Legion’s founding and its 2026 
Centenary celebrations were filled with tragedies and 
triumphs, struggles and successes, conflicts and comradery. 
And they are captured in stunning detail in a new 
interactive website that chronicles the Legion’s history 
from its beginnings to the present day. 
The new website delves deep into the Legion’s 100 years of 
service to Veterans and Canada, highlighting close to 50 key 
dates and milestones. 
Did you know that Poppies, inspired by John McCrae’s 
poem ‘In Flanders Fields’, were first used in Canada in 1921 
to raise funds for Veterans? In 1948 an Act of Parliament 
granted the Legion trademark protection of the Poppy, 
safeguarding it as Canada’s enduring symbol of 
Remembrance. Or that in 1931, the Legion successfully 
advocated for a National Day of Remembrance each 
November 11, cementing Remembrance in Canada’s 
identity? Or that the Legion didn’t get its Royal designation 
until the early 1960s? Or that the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier was added at the National War Memorial as part of 
a Legion millennium project? 
The website is organized in three main sections: 
Foundations and Advocacy (1914-1936); Postwar 
Rehabilitation and National Growth (1939-1984); and 
Modern Era & New Veterans (1990-present). Users can 

view the site in chronological order or by easily navigating 
directly to a year or event in the Legion’s history that 
interests them. 
“We are very proud of this website, but most importantly, 
proud of the story that it tells,” says Berkley Lawrence, the 
Legion’s Dominion President. “The story of the Legion over 
its first century is a story of impact – for Veterans, for our 
communities, and for Canada. We encourage everyone to 
visit the website, to learn more about our work, and to join 
us as we enter our second century.” 
Step into our history at Legion.ca/ourstory                
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Saturday April 18 
7 to 11 p.m. 
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SEE YOU ON APRIL 11! 

 
MEAT DRAW WINNERS 

MARCH 14 
 
1. Dorothy Gerrard 
2. Mark Sauder 
3. Ally Horvath 
4. Dorothy Gerrard 
5. Cooper Bridgeman 
6. Dorothy Gerrard 
7. Doug Howey 
8. Rick Packer 
9. Kaitlin Horvath 
10. Jim Witney 
11. Jackie 
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TUESDAY AFTERNOON EUCHRE 
 
March 3 
High Hand – Lloyd 
Low Hand – Richard 
Most Lone Hands – Doreen 
 
March 10 
High Hand – Doreen 
Low Hand – Connie 
Most Lone Hands – Paul 
 
March 24 
High Hand – Connie 
Low Hand – Kathy 
Most Lone Hands – Mike 
 
March 31 
High Hand – Ann 
Low Hand – Amanda 
Most Lone Hands – Kathy 
 
SHUFFLEBOARD 
 
March 5 
1st: Brian & Heather G. 
2nd: Lloyd & Heather D. 
3rd: Faye & Betty-Anne 
Sunshine: Richard 
 
March 12 
1st: Faye & Heather G. 
2nd: Ann & Betty-Anne 
3rd: Doreen & Lloyd 
Sunshine: Brian 

 
March 19 
1st: Ken & Richard 
2nd: Lloyd & Heather G. 
3rd: Heather D. & Doreen 
Sunshine: Lloyd 
 
March 26 
1st: Jackie & Richard 
2nd: Ann & Brian 
3rd: Doreen & Heather D. 
 
FRIDAY NIGHT STEAK DARTS 
 
March 6 
1. Lorne 
2. Sherrin 
3. Johnny 
4. Brian 
5. Bev 
6. Cathy 
Sunshine: Yvonne 
 
March 13 
1. Kari 
2. Bruce 
3. Lloyd 
4. Lloyd 
5. Yvonne 
6. Kari 
Sunshine: Yvonne 
 
March 20 
1. Tony 
2. Jane 
3. Darren 
4. Hans 
5. Hans 
6. Lorne 
Sunshine: Tony 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
March 27 
1. Al 
2. Cathy 
3. Lorne 
4. David 
5. Gaëtanne 
6. Gaëtanne 
Sunshine: Johnny  

SPORTS AT BRANCH 270 
 

BRANCH 270 
WEEKLY SPORTS 

& ACTIVITIES 
 

Spring Schedule 
 

Euchre 
1 p.m. every Tuesday 

Trivia 
6:30 p.m. every Tuesday 

League Darts 
7:30 p.m. every Wednesday 

League Darts 
7 p.m. every Thursday 

Shuffleboard 
1 p.m. every Thursday 

Steak Darts 
6 p.m. every Friday 
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