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BRANCH HELPS SKATING CLUB
On Tuesday August 20, 2019, Royal Canadian Legion Branch
270 Coldwater President, Comrade Norm Marion (left),
presented a cheque for $200 to the Coldwater Skating Club.
Accepting the donation on behalf of the club are, left to
right: Jessica Gray; Charlotte Gray; and Madeline Thornton,
all involved with the skating club as member or volunteer.
Many Canadians don’t realize that the Legion is one of the
largest supporters of community youth activities in the
country. The Legion supports youth leadership programs
and activities such as Cadets, Scouts and Guides, and youth
sports, helping build the next generation of leaders.

Branch member Randy Rice and his wife Karen took
part in the Coldwater Steampunk festival.
Branch member Randy Rice and his wife Karen
took part in the Coldwater Steampunk festival.

COLDWATER GOES STEAMPUNK!
On August 10, 2019, thousands of people landed in the
village of Coldwater to take part in the 9th annual
Coldwater Steampunk Festival. Steampunk enthusiasts
walked the streets dressed for the occasion in Victorian era
costumes. Taking place over a three day period were artists
and artisans demonstrations, live music, circus acts,
oddities, magic shows, and steam power engines
demonstrations. This year's main event day contests
included arts and costume competitions, African dance
ensemble and First Nations drummers. In addition to
hosting thirsty and hungry visitors who came through the
Legion during the event, some of our members took part as
dressed-up participants.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

THE MAPLE LEAF

Comrades,

The Maple Leaf is the award-winning newsletter
of Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270 Coldwater,
published each month in the first week of the
month. It is primarily an internal communication
tool through which the Branch Executive and
Committee
Chairpersons
disseminate
information and report to the membership on
their respective activities. Opinions expressed in
feature articles are those of the writers and do
not imply endorsement by the Branch or the
Legion.

As the leaves begin to turn, we
are entering one of our busiest
periods of the year, with the
return of some of our sports
activities, the preparation for
fall Youth Education programs,
the membership renewal and
recruiting campaign, and yes,
the first meetings for the Poppy
Campaign and Remembrance
Day activities. Not that last month was quiet in any way.
We had a successful repeat performance with our outdoor
patio initiative on Steampunk day – thank you Maggie for
that initiative – and we introduced "Ping Pong Mondays" to
our list of activities. But sadly, following the loss of Pat
Sinclair in July, we lost another well-known and respected
member of our branch in August, our good friend Bob Rice.
A joint Legion and Lions service was held in his honour on
August 17. You may read a short tribute to him in this issue.
The Coldwater Legion welcomes members and nonmembers alike to come in and enjoy good food and
beverages in a friendly ambiance. In addition to our regular
weekly activities such as euchre, shuffleboard, pool, darts,
and now ping pong, our September entertainment includes
a special Corn Roast on Sunday September 15, to launch the
annual Legion Week. Music will be provided by the popular
Chapman Family Band. Admission is free. We also have a
special Spaghetti Day on Thursday September 19, and then,
to close Legion Week on Saturday September 21, we have
Ring of Fire – A Johnny Cash Experience, returning to
Coldwater following its tremendous success last year.
Tickets ($20) can be purchased at the bar at the Legion.
Everyone is welcome. Legion Week is a great time to invite
your neighbours and friends to visit our branch and learn
more about what members of the Legion do.
In closing, I want to, once again, express my appreciation to
all of you who, day after day, week after week, contribute
in any way to our branch activities. Everything I just
mentioned above, the sports, games, fundraisers, veterans
and youth support programmes, all are done by volunteers.
And I thank you for your continuous support.
Yours in Comradeship,
Norm Marion, President

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270

Committee reports and pre-arranged articles
must be received no later than the 21st of each
month in order to be published in the following
month's issue. Please submit by email addressed
to:
Branch PRO – Maple Leaf at
branch270@rogers.com .

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Wayne Tutt, Membership
Chairperson & 1st Vice President
Hello comrades. Please be aware that the Early Bird
Membership of $55.00 started September 1, 2019, and will
run through until November 30, 2019. After November
30th, the dues will be $60.00. Every member who renews
their 2020 membership within the “Early Bird” time frame
will have a chance to win a cheque for $55.00. This draw
will be done during the first week in December 2019.
Our Branch membership is at 269. We have 4 Life, 40
Ordinary, 143 Associate, and 82 Affiliate.
Comrade Robert Rice passed away August 8, 2019, and
Tamara Giffin has transferred to the Brockville branch,
while James Shields has transferred to Branch #453
Powassan. We are happy to welcome Phillip Jones, who
joins us as an Associate member.
If you have changed your address, phone number, e-mail,
or your name, please let me know and I will update your
file. The Coldwater Fall Fair for the last week end of
September is fast approaching. Our Branch has secured an
information booth to be set up in the same area as last year.
Please look at your schedules, and if you can spare a few
hours to help set up, or answer questions at the booth, we
would appreciate your help. Thank you.
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GENERAL MEETING
The next General Meeting will be
on Wednesday, September 25,
beginning at 6:30 p.m. Branch
General Meetings take place on
the fourth Wednesday of each
month, from September to June,
in the upstairs hall at 6:30 p.m.

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Dave Robitaille, Branch Sgt-at-Arms
If you wish to take part in our regular branch parades,
whether with the Colour Party or as a marcher, please let
me know: (705) 241-6415.

SICK & VISITING REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Betty-Anne Burnie, Sick and Visiting
Chairperson
I have been keeping in touch with those I know are ill or not
well. If there are any issues that require my attention
please let me know. Home phone (705) 686-3270 or email
bburnie6@hotmail.com.

Chisholm) who couldn't make it for health reasons. Thank
you Cliff Legault, Renee Lasioux, Brian Schell, and Don
McCown.
September is so busy with our new Sports Officers' first
event, a Mini-Triathlon on the 7th. Then we have Misty
Archer stepping up to do the Meat Draw along with Jack
and Jane Lauder on the 14th. On the 15th Legion Week
starts with a corn roast, including hot dogs for $5.00. I
would like to thank Ellen Cohen for the donation of the
barbecue. She has the magazine called the Villager Press,
in which she gives us free advertising each month. The patio
will again be open for the corn roast, and we will have
entertainment with the popular Chapman Family Band
from 2 to 6 p.m. On Thursday the 19th it is membership
day with a spaghetti dinner put on by Jamie. Everyone is
welcome. Then on Saturday, Legion Week closes with
Johnny Cash. If you missed him last year you really missed
a great event. Tickets are $20 and can be purchased from
me or behind the bar. Show time is 8 p.m. We will be
serving food in between shows this year at a minimal cost.
The Jammin' is also on in the clubroom from 2 to 6, and the
canteen will be open for the Jammin'. Then to close the
month we have the Fall Fair the last Saturday in the month.
We have the band Stir It Up in the branch from 2 to 6. The
patio and the canteen will both be open that day as well.
See you in the Clubroom - or the patio!

BURSARY REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Rick Morse, Bursary Chairperson
I have provided a Power Point Slide with Bursary
information and application details to be published on the
BIDDY. Old Bursary Applications which were located in the
office have been destroyed and 2019 Applications will be
made available and placed in the open administrative filing
cabinet in the Branch office.

WAYS & MEANS / ENTERTAINMENT REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Carol Baird, Entertainment/Ways &
Means Chairperson
It is hard to believe that summer is almost over. Steampunk
was again a great success with Len Murphy. The outdoor
patio is a big hit. Thanks so much to John Moreau and John
Fowler for all they have done. I would like to thank Maggie
Murphy and all the bar stewards who have worked so hard
this summer upstairs and downstairs with all the events. It
is much appreciated. I also thank the four musicians who
joined me and filled-in at the last minute for Elvis (Terry
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270
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Branch member Gord Ingraham (center) and his family
came up from Barrie to experience Steampunk day in
Coldwater. Behind him is the Coldwater Legion's
outdoor patio set-up for the day.
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TREASURER REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Annie McArthur, Treasurer
As of Tuesday August 27, 2019, there was $19, 584.75 in
the General Account. The Building Account is at $11,
066.62 and the Nevada Account at $238.66.

This month we remember the

Battle of the Scheldt

This month we remember Canadian
soldiers who served in the Battle of the
Scheldt during the Second World War.
The Battle of the Scheldt was fought in
northwestern
Belgium
and
the
southwestern Netherlands. On 12
September 1944, the task of liberating the
banks of the Scheldt River was initially
assigned to the First Canadian Army. The
main campaign raged from 2 October - 8
November 1944. The Allied victory, led by
the First Canadian Army, opened the port
of Antwerp in Belgium and secured a
crucial supply line for the Allied liberation
of Europe. More than 75,000 Canadians
served in the Battle of the Scheldt,
including over 6,300 who were killed,
wounded or taken prisoner.

BRANCH HISTORIAN REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Norm Marion, Branch Historian
BATTLE OF BRITAIN COMMEMORATION: Our next wreath
laying will be to commemorate the Battle of Britain on
Sunday Sept 15.
CENOTAPH AREA: The work is pretty much completed,
thanks again Wayne. All that remains are some touch-ups
and regular maintenance. The area has seen much more
traffic since we opened-up access. We will keep monitoring
to make sure the monument is still treated with respect.
FLIGHT SERGEANT WILLIAM H. WYLIE: A photo of the late
Flight Sergeant William H. Wylie of Coldwater was donated
to the branch by the family. It will be added to the
collection and included in our In Memoriam display on
Remembrance Day and other occasions.
Born in
Coldwater, F/Sgt Wylie (1923-1975) joined the Royal
Canadian Air Force in 1942 and served as an Air Gunner on
Lancaster bombers in the European theater during the
Second World War. He eventually returned to Coldwater
to operate the family business of Wylie Coach Lines, which
he still owned at the time of his death. He was a member
of the Legion with Branch 270 Coldwater.

Source: Veterans Affairs Canada

PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Norm Marion, Public Relations
Officer
DIGITAL MAIN STREET:
I had a meeting with a
representative of DMS (Digital Main Street). This is a
communications business that was hired by the Coldwater
BIA to assist local businesses in assessing and increasing
their exposure, mostly through on-line tools. The meeting
resulted with very good recommendations, which we will
implement as soon as possible.
RADIO COMMERCIALS: As was mentioned earlier this
summer, the Coldwater Branch joined a BIA initiative that
saw the production of TV and radio commercials
advertising the village of Coldwater during the summer.
While the Legion was not mentioned or shown in the TV
version on CTV, it was quite nice to hear a voice on the radio
(104 THE DOCK) say "Come in to the Coldwater Legion for
food and beverages. Great fun in great company."
F/Sgt William H. Wylie in his RCAF uniform
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270
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Quote of the Month
“The leadership role is really to build the
riverbanks and let the water flow freely.”
Bonnie Brooks, then vice-chairman of Hudson’s
Bay Company

POPPY REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Betty-Jean Murray, Poppy
Chairperson
Maggie and I attended the annual ‘Poppy’ Seminar last
week-end so we know the season for Poppy Campaign is
fast approaching. Supplies have been ordered and the
‘sign-up for tagging’ board will go up soon. You don’t need
a uniform to ‘tag’; a volunteer button and a smile is all you
need. Watch for the ‘FACTS’ info sheets around the branch
so you know the great work your donated dollars
contribute to.

September 2019
Royal Canadian Legion 1+877+534-4666
www.legion.ca/support-for-veterans/homeless-veterans
Soldiers Helping Soldiers
www.shs-ncr.org
Veterans Affairs Canada 1+866+522-2122
www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/services/health/homeless/activit
ies
Veterans Ombudsmen 1+877+330-4343
www.ombudsman-Veterans.gc.ca
My contact info is as follows: (705) 816-0110, or
ricerandolph@gmail.com All correspondence is strictly
confidential.

IN MEMORIAM
COMRADE BOB RICE
1929-2019

SPORTS OFFICER REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Dean McArthur, Sports Officer
Comrades,
Good day Comrades. September is here and we have
several events planned. Come join us on Saturday
September 7 for a mini-triathlon of darts, shuffleboard and
ping pong. Registration at 11 with start time at 12. Saturday
September 21 we have a Golf Tournament at Bonaire – 9
holes, "best ball" rules. Registration is at 10 and tee-off at
11. The cost is $50.00 per person, which includes a cart and
a light lunch back at the Branch.
Wednesday Night Darts will be starting soon. A sign-up
sheet is in the Games Room. For the month of September
Fun Darts will be held on Thursday nights at 7 pm.
Good luck to Comrades Al and Hans for the Provincial Golf
on Saturday September 7, 2019.
Thank you to all the Comrades that have helped at various
events in all phases.
Hope to see you at future sports events.

SERVICE OFFICER REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Randy Rice, Service Officer
I will be attending the Veterans Service Officer seminar on
27, 28, and 29 September. Any question or query members
want presented, please forward to me.
Here are some organizations and agencies that support
homeless veterans:
VETS Canada 1+888+228-3871
www.vetscanada.org
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270
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In our August issue we were pleased to include a
photo of our good friend Veteran Bob Rice as he
celebrated his 90th birthday. Sadly, Bob passed
away on August 8. A joint Legion and Lions Service
was held at the branch on August 17, and flags
were lowered in his honour during that week. Bob
was a veteran and long-time member of the
Coldwater Legion and a long-time member of the
Coldwater Lions Club.
Born in Helensburgh, Scotland, on July 17, 1929,
Bob joined the Royal Air Force at age 18, serving
from September 1947 to July 1949 as a Flight
Engineer on board RAF aircraft during the famous
Berlin Airlift. After immigrating to Canada in 1951,
he eventually worked as aircraft inspector for
Douglas Aircraft of Canada. He also served an
additional eight years with the Canadian Forces Air
Reserves, working as aircraft mechanic on the de
Havilland Otter aircraft with 400 "City of Toronto"
Squadron in Downsview. Bob joined the Legion in
1970 and was particularly active with the
Coldwater Branch in the past few decades.
Rest in Peace Bob. We thank you for your service.
Coldwater, Ontario
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OUTREACH AND VISITATION INITIATIVE (OVI)

BAR OFFICER REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Maggie Murphy, Bar Officer
We are always looking for people who would like to
volunteer at the bar for a few hours a day or whatever
works for you. A Smart Serve certificate is necessary to
volunteer as bar steward. The branch will cover the cost of
the Smart Serve certificate. We would like to have you
come out and join the team of volunteers at our branch.

Veterans Affairs Canada (VAC) supports approximately
5,300 Veterans in almost 1,400 long-term care facilities.
The Royal Canadian Legion delivers the Outreach and
Visitation Initiative (OVI) on behalf of Veterans Affairs
Canada. Through this partnership, the Legion facilitates
face-to-face visits with these Veterans, providing them with
an opportunity to have a social visit with a Legion volunteer
and to raise concerns or identify needs that might be
addressed by Veterans Affairs Canada.
Become a volunteer with the OVI. If you are a Legion
member, you can volunteer with OVI and make a difference
in the lives of Veterans. Volunteers are selected based on
the needs within the community, required skill sets,
security screenings, and ability to travel to Ottawa for a one
day training seminar. Calls for volunteers are sent by
Dominion Command through both Provincial Commands
and Legion Branches in areas of need.
Contact: Gary Foster, Project Coordinator.
Toll-free: 1-877-534-4666. Email: gfoster@legion.ca

YOUTH EDUCATION
Submitted by Comrade Betty-Jean Murray for Marg
Murphy, Youth Education Chairperson
Maggie and I attended the Youth Education Seminar, that
same day, and are looking forward to encouraging the
students to enter their posters and literary works for the
annual Remembrance Competition. If you know any school
age kids, please encourage them to take part; even if their
school isn’t they still can take part as long as they haven’t
been out of school for more than two years. Home
schooled students are eligible as well. Please help us get
the word out.
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LADIES AUXILIARY
Submitted by Comrade Anne McArthur, President of the
Ladies Auxiliary Branch 270
Greetings everyone.
Where did the summer go?
September has arrived with
continued beautiful weather.
We had a very busy summer
with many Celebrations of
Life. Thank you to Comrade
Jane Lauder for organizing all
of these and to the ladies who
volunteered their time to
help.
Our condolences go out to Comrade Jeannine Crowe on the
loss of her father. To all our Comrades who have been ill
our thoughts go out to you and hope you are on the road
to recovery.
Our General meeting in September will be Tuesday
September 17, 2019 at 6:30 pm. We will be having a
Chinese dinner prior to this meeting at 6 pm. Please let me
know if you are planning on attending this dinner so that
we can order appropriately.
“Remember that the happiest people are not those getting
more, but those giving more”
H. Jackson Brown Jr.

HAPPENING AT THE
COLDWATER LEGION
Join us for weekly activities at the
Coldwater Legion.
Sunday - Closed
Monday
3 to 9 p.m. Ping Pong
Tuesday
1:30 to 4 p.m. Euchre league
6:30 to 9 p.m. Fun Pool
Thursday
1 to 2 p.m. Shuffleboard
7 to 10 p.m. Fun Darts
Friday

Yours in Comradeship,
Anne McArthur,
LA President Branch 270

6 to 9 p.m. Steak Darts

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270
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INTRODUCING VETERAN SHARI IRELAND
Submitted by Comrade Rosalie J. Pratt
A strong desire to be of service to our country motivated
Comrade Shari to the military and the bonus factors were
opportunities to develop new skills, personal growth plus
steady and stable employment.
When asked about her basic training, Comrade Shari stated
she enjoyed her fourteen weeks at St. Jean-sur-Richelieu,
Quebec. As a mature recruit, she found the physical
aspects demanding but life experiences made the mental
adjustment from civil to military life easier whereas it was
the reverse for the younger recruits.
From Quebec she was posted to Canadian Forces Base,
Borden and for a brief period of time, served as a fire
fighter. Prior to her military life, she was a volunteer fire
fighter. The demands of this position were arduous, and
she decided on an Occupational Transfer (change of trades)
and participated in a seven-month in-depth QL3 Training
Course to qualify as an Ammunition Technician, which is
her current job. Her responsibilities include, but are not
limited to, shipping and receiving ammunition from the
various manufacturers for distribution to the Forces at the
various Canadian Bases, which in turn ship these products
to their final destination.
As an Explosive Ordinance Disposal Specialist, Comrade
Shari is on call, on an as-needed-basis, when civil
authorities need proper disposal, and/or detonation of
explosive devices. Surprisingly, this is not an occasional
occurrence!
Her Performance Evaluation Reports
reflected leadership qualities which allowed her to pursue
a more in-depth five-month QL5 Training Course focused
on ammunition upkeep, disposal and storage.
Master Corporal Shari has been posted to Canadian Forces
Base in Borden her entire military career and travels from
Coldwater to Borden, Monday to Friday and works normal
workday hours at her job including physical training three
times a week.
In 2012, Comrade Shari, along with twelve persons was
chosen to attend an adventure training program designed
to build camaraderie. They boarded HMCS Oriole in
Victoria, B.C. and spent ten days on a “working cruise”
culminating in their participation in the Swiftsure Yacht
Race. The ship was similar to the Blue Nose and the
experiences thereon are indelibly etched in Comrade
Shari’s memory.
In 2018 she had the opportunity and privilege of meeting
our Minister of National Defense, the Right Honourable
Harjit Singh Sajjan and she is especially proud that he came
forward to shake her hand and thank her for her service to
our country.
Comrade Shari has no regrets, or complaints about military
life. She did have a smile when asked about ‘meals’. She
said, “The Individual Meal Packs (IMP) are designed with
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270

Then Corporal Ireland was honoured to be part of the
opening ceremonies on Military Appreciation Night
during the Blue Jays American East League
championship series in 2016.
needed nutrition in mind to survive but definitely not
designed to be pretty meals. Some of the menu packs were
nicknamed to reflect anything but the food presented.”
Comrade Shari feels fortunate and lucky that, thus far, her
military career (Army) has allowed her to be posted to
Canadian Forces Ammunition Depot Angus. She is
cognizant that, on a dime, she could transfer to another
base and this could create some hardships with family
obligations. Nonetheless, she is committed to pursuing
some personal interests; namely, the Baking and Pastry Art
Course at our local college.
As a two-plus year member of our Branch, she is pleased
and appreciates the recognition given to the Veterans. She
is very proud that our Branch involves itself with the various
parades and that our full Colour Party is supported by our
membership attendance.
Interviews can be a daunting experience. Comrade Shari
was comfortable and stated that the questions were nonpersonal and the interview was offered in a private Branch
setting and completed in just under one hour.
Comrade Shari, we thank you for your service.
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SPORTS AT BRANCH 270
August 20 (wins)
Glen Archer (3)
Louise Dearman (2)
Larry Hutchinson (2)
Maggie Murphy (2)
Tom Dearman (1)

TUESDAY AFTERNOON EUCHRE
August 6
High Hand – Betty-Anne Burnie
Lone Hand – Joe Barron
Low Hand – Lloyd Sibley
Prize – Betty-Anne Burnie
August 20
High Hand – Bev Richards
Lone Hand – Vicki Watson
Low Hand – Georgie Waterson
Prize – Joe Barron
August 27
High Hand – Larry Hutchinson
Lone Hand – Ron Morgan
Low Hand – Nancy Barron

TUESDAY NIGHT POOL
August 6 (wins)
Teresa Beniston (3)
Larry Hutchinson (3)
Tom Dearman (2)
Larry Clarke (1)
Jamie Russell (1)
August 13 (wins)
Tom Dearman (4)
Teresa Beniston (2)
Larry Clarke (1)
Louise Dearman (1)
Larry Hutchinson (1)
Maggie Murphy (1)

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270

August 27 (wins)
Maggie Murphy (2 ½)
Larry Hutchinson (2)
Tom Dearman (1 ½)
Glen Archer (1)
Teresa Beniston (1)
Larry Clarke (1)
Louise Dearman (½)
Kari Malmstrom (½)

SHUFFLEBOARD MAVENS
August 1
1st – Lloyd & Magda
2nd – Vic & Betty-Anne
3rd – Marion & Roger
Sunshine - Vic
August 8
1st – Magda & Brian
2nd – Betty-Anne & Roger
3rd – Larry & Dean
Sunshine - Maggie
August 15
1st – Maggie & Lloyd
2nd – Ellie & Brian
3rd –Magda & Roger
August 22
1st – Roger & Lloyd
2nd – Vic & Brian
3rd – Maggie & Heather
Sunshine - Brian
August 29
1st – Vickie & Brian
2nd – Anne & Larry
3rd – Betty-Anne & Dean
Sunshine – Larry
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FRIDAY NIGHT STEAK DARTS
August 2
1. Cathy
2. Gene
3. John
4. Don
5. Grace
6. Gail
Sunshine – Frank
August 9
1. Dianne
2. Kari
3. Gaëtanne
4. Robin
5. Ron
6. Rick
Sunshine – Rick
August 16
1. Chris
2. Larry
3. Larry H
4. Rick
5. Larry
6. John
Sunshine – Lorne
August 23
1. Rick
2. Angie
3. Debbie R
4. Angie
5. Gil
6. Rick
Sunshine – Cathy
August 30
1. Marcia
2. Chris
3. Chris
4. Kerry
5. Debbie R
6. Gaëtanne
Sunshine - Marcia
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