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HAPPY NEW
YEAR!
As one year ends and another one begins, it is appropriate
to take a few moments to reflect on the past year's
accomplishments, on the outstanding support that friends
and loved ones provide, and on what the coming year
offers. While these elements are different for each and
every one of us, there is a common thread. Each of us at
Branch 270 Coldwater can be proud of our role in providing
assistance to our Veterans. Similarly, each of us must surely
be grateful for the support of family, friends, and loved
ones throughout the year. And finally, each of us will face
new and continuing challenges in the coming year. It is
hard to believe that a year ago the Branch was operating
under a Board of Management appointed by Command.
Much has happened since. The past year has seen
continuing upgrading projects taking place within the
branch, as well as new projects involving the Coldwater
community. While some of our bigger, higher profile
undertakings such as the LED lighting upgrade throughout
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Happy New Year indeed! At the President's Levee on
New Year's Day, Heather Mallard (center) and Angie
Marshall (left) presented to the branch, on behalf of
Severn Timber Mart, a cheque for $5,000 to help with
needed repairs to the building's roof. Thank you so
much for the generous donation. Accepting the
donation on behalf of the branch is our Bar Manager
Maggie Murphy. What a great way to start the year!
the building and the commemoration of the 100th
anniversary of the 1918 Armistice, got a lot of attention,
much of the day-to-day efforts by our volunteers probably
went unnoticed. And in a way, this is not a bad thing. It
means things are working the way they should be. Regular
building maintenance, repairs and upgrades have been
taking place without fanfare, and youth education
activities and Veterans support programs were given top
priority. None of this could happen without you, the
volunteers! We can't thank you enough. And thank you to
the Coldwater community for continually supporting our
branch, whether through active involvement or just by
coming in occasionally for a good hearty lunch. With your
outstanding support, we hope to continue in this direction
for years to come. Members of the Executive of Royal
Canadian Legion Branch 270 Coldwater offer the members
and the people of the Coldwater community their best
wishes for peace, happiness, and a wonderful, prosperous
new year 2019.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT
WOW!!! Wonderful!!! What an
incredible start to the New Year.
RCL Branch 270 is thrilled to be
the recipient of a very generous
donation from Severn Timber
Mart, Coldwater. If you managed
to drop by the Branch on New
Year’s Day, you will have seen the
large cheque for $5,000, the funds to be added to our ‘Raise
the Roof’ fund. This is unbelievable and we are ever so
grateful. Our most sincere thanks to Severn Timber Mart
for their generous donation. Along with the Timber Mart
cheque, we are overwhelmed to receive a donation of
$2,500 from the Coldwater Lions Club to help us get the
roof paid for. Thank you to Coldwater Lions Club for
supporting our efforts at the Branch. What a lovely way to
begin the year. Along with our thanks to Severn Timber
Mart and Coldwater Lions Club, we must thank the many
private individuals who contributed to the ‘Roof’ fund as
well as all those who took part in the bidding at our
‘Silent/Not So Silent’ Auction held in early December. This
day was a success and raised another $1,800 towards our
Roof fund. We will be hosting a ‘Tri-Athlon’ the beginning
of February so please try to attend that event. This, too, is
in aid of the Raise the Roof fund. And, of course, these
events cannot happen without the assistance of our great
‘support’ crews generally directed by Maggie Murphy, our
mighty Bar Manager. We must acknowledge the help of
Carol and Gill Baird, Cathy Larkins, Betty-Anne Burnie,
Annie McArthur, Phil Jones, Randy Rice, Jane Lauder and,
of course, our very versatile Wayne (the King) Tutt.
Also, our sincere thanks go out to the ladies of the Ladies
Auxiliary, led by Jane Lauder, who kindly prepared and
presented a delightful lunch for our New Year’s Day Levee.
Thank you very much Ladies.
I hope everyone enjoyed the lunch along with a cup of
Moose Milk, concocted by Gary Perryman and Lorne McKay
- and served by volunteers Tess Appleton, Dano Cousineau,
and Jewel Hardman – and hopefully stayed to enjoy the
music of the band Even Steven.
We have many things happening at the Branch over the
next month but can’t fit the notices in for everything so
please keep your eyes peeled for notices on the ‘BIDDY’.
Speaking earlier of our new roof, the company has made a
start, however, I don’t know what the completion date is
now due to the delay in getting started but I am sure our
Building Manager, Garry Lovelace is on top of it.
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Before signing off, I have the unpleasant duty to let you
know that Betty Langley, one of our long time members
who gave us so many volunteer hours of her time, passed
away on New Year's Day. The Legion Service will take place
on Sunday January 6, at 7 p.m., at the Coldwater Funeral
Home. The funeral will be on the following Monday at 1
p.m., also at the Coldwater Funeral Home.
On that sad note, I would like to wish you all a very HAPPY
NEW YEAR and a healthy, safe and prosperous 2019.
Yours in Comradeship,
Betty-Jean Murray, President

MEMBERSHIP/BURSARY REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Wayne Tutt, Membership/Bursary
Chairperson
I hope that everyone had a very Merry Christmas, and that
New Year’s Eve, wasn’t too hard on anyone. Our
membership at the end of 2018 was 296. We had 4 Life, 48
Ordinary, 158 Associate, and 86 Affiliate. This is a 20%
increase over the end of 2017. Thank you to all, for your
help in recruiting. As of today, we have 99 members who
have not renewed their 2019 memberships. Please look at
your cards, and if you are one of the 99, please make an
effort to renew. Early Bird is over. As of November 30,
2018, we had 62% of our members renew. We finished
with 82% in 2017. I wish to welcome Cindy Kitchen, Clifford
Kitchen, Glenn Archer, Marlene Klanert, Hans Klanert, Larry
Clarke, Wayne McCurdy, Teresa Murray-Beniston,
Rosemary Hall, Ronald McLean, Shirley Tate, Misty Archer,
Timothy Beaudoin, and Wanda Beaudoin as members into
Branch 270. Please also welcome Ray Lohnes who has
transferred in from Branch 61, Melville Saskatchewan (GO
RIDERS!!). Please make them feel welcome. If you have
changed your address, phone number, e-mail, or your
name, please let me know and I will update your file.
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GENERAL MEETING
The next General Meeting will be
on Wednesday, January 23,
beginning at 6:30 p.m. Branch
General Meetings take place on
the fourth Wednesday of each
month, from September to June,
in the upstairs hall at 6:30 p.m.
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50/50 was $100. Everyone had a great time. The Chapman
Family was also enjoyed by everybody. They put on a great
show. The chicken wings were a hit. The Christmas Jam on
the 15th was hosted by Clarence Cole, but he is going south
until April, so Barb Allen will be hosting the jam until he gets
back. I would like to thank my husband Gill and Cathy
Larkins for all their help on Chicken Wing Day. On the 22nd
we had our raffle for the 50" TV, with entertainment
provided by Jim Steele (the "Fishin' Musician") and friend.
In January we have ‘In a Nutshell’ in the clubroom from 2
to 6. I would like to thank everybody for their support over
the last year with the clubroom and the upstairs
entertainment and different functions. Lots more fun to
come in 2019!

THE MAPLE LEAF
The Maple Leaf is the award-winning newsletter
of Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270 Coldwater,
published each month in the first week of the
month. It is primarily an internal communication
tool through which the Branch Executive and
Committee
Chairpersons
disseminate
information and report to the membership on
their respective activities. Opinions expressed in
feature articles are those of the writers and do
not imply endorsement by the Branch or the
Legion.

POPPY REPORT

Committee reports and pre-arranged articles
must be received no later than the 21st of each
month in order to be published in the following
month's issue. Please submit by email addressed
to:
Branch PRO – Maple Leaf at
branch270@rogers.com .

BAR MANAGER REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Maggie Murphy, Bar Manager
Thank you to all our volunteers who helped us get through
the ups and downs of the last year, and to all our members
who continue to come out and support us as time goes by.
We are not just a bar but a support for our Veterans, some
of whom come out and sit, chat, or visit our collection of
memorabilia. The Branch is also a meeting place for many
people who live alone and are just looking for a place to
meet friends, to play cards, pool and other activities. We
are here to support our Vets and connect with the
community. We welcome and encourage anyone who
hasn't been in to visit us to drop in, and maybe even
volunteer, if you feel you have some time to spare. Hope
everyone enjoyed their Christmas. On behalf of the bar
stewards and me, I wish you a Happy New year!

Submitted by Comrade Betty-Jean Murray, Poppy CoChairperson
Comrade Debbie Robitaille and I visited the Coldwater
Public School Assembly on December 17 to present
certificates and awards to the students who took part
in the Remembrance Poster, Poem & Literary
Competition. More than $1,000 from the Poppy Fund
was used to provide students whose entries placed 1st,
2nd or 3rd with their cash awards, just in time for the
Christmas break. Congratulations to the winners and
thank you to all who participated or contributed to the
program in any way.

WAYS & MEANS / ENTERTAINMENT REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Carol Baird, Entertainment/Ways &
Means Chairperson
Happy New Year everyone! December was a very busy
month with the Christmas Meat roll on the 8th. George and
Pat had a few extra draws for poinsettias and a turkey,
which was fun. The Raise the Roof day on the 9th was great.
We raised around $1,800 on the silent auction and our
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270

~4~

One of many entries submitted last year as part of the
Poster, Poem & Literary Contest held at the Coldwater
Branch. Winners were presented certificates and cash
prizes during a school assembly on December 17.
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ANNUAL COST OF PRINTING MAPLE LEAF: $720, based on
$60 monthly average for 50 B&W and 2 colour copies of 18page issues.
ANNUAL COST OF WEB SITE: $180. This includes the annual
fee paid to WIX.COM ($158) for hosting the
www.coldwaterlegion.com site, and the annual fee for the
rights to the domain "coldwaterlegion.com".
ANNUAL COST OF ADS IN TALK OF THE TOWN: $840. This
is the $70 monthly fee to run a quarter-page ad "Happening
at the Legion" that lists our main events/activities for the
month. The monthly half-page allotted to Legion news is
free.
PRINTING OF ANNUAL SCRAPBOOK X 2: $100. This number
is based on the cost of printing two copies of the 2017-2018
Scrapbook, which contained 89 pages.
IN SUMMARY: The income brought in by ads in the Maple
Leaf is $2,085. The total expenses related to PRO activities
(excluding seminar/convention attendance) is approx.
$1,840. The $245 surplus is expected to be spent on standup banner and/or promotional poster(s).

CALL FOR PROPOSALS
BRANCH CANTEEN
OPERATOR
The Executive Committee of the Royal Canadian
Legion Branch 270 Coldwater is accepting
proposals for the opportunity to rent the Branch
Clubroom Canteen.
Applicants should be prepared to operate the
Canteen to accommodate the Clubroom hours
and to provide a menu suitable for workers and
families. Branch 270 Canteen is open for lunch
and dinner Tuesday to Saturday and sometimes
Sunday. If appropriate during winter, Sunday
Brunch may be considered. The successful
operator will be required to provide proof of the
appropriate insurance.

BRANCH HISTORIAN REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Norm Marion, Branch Historian
ARMISTICE 100th PLAQUE: Options will be presented
in the new year for the use of leftover money donated
towards the plaque project. With the conclusion of
the project, efforts will now be focused on the
identification and labelling of artefacts in the
collection display cabinets.

Written proposals delivered by Canada Post to
RCL Branch 270, 2 Michael Anne Drive, PO
Box 89, Coldwater, Ontario, L0K 1E0 or
emailed under title "PROPOSAL" to
branch270@rogers.com will be accepted up to 5
p.m. Saturday, January 19, 2019.

PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Norm Marion, Public Relations
Officer
Happy New Year everyone! To begin the new year, I would
like to address some of the questions that were asked at
previous General Meetings concerning the reporting on
finances at the branch. Although some financial aspects of
branch operations are not easy to summarize or simplify,
the finances of Public Relations activities are fairly straight
forward. So, the following is a rough outline of annual
income and expenses that come under the PRO, based on
the year 2018.
INCOME FROM ADVERTISING IN MAPLE LEAF: $2,085. This
number is the actual income from 45 ads (various rates) in
the Maple Leaf from Jan to Dec 2018. A proposed increase
in rates as of Jan 2019 would bring this up by approx. $200.
The number of ads is more or less static as six full pages out
of 18 are presently dedicated to paid ads.
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SERVICE OFFICER REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Randy Rice, Service Officer
Did you know there are approximately twenty Veterans
organizations with representatives who meet annually with
the Department of National Defence and Veterans Affairs
Canada to discuss Veterans issues? So, Veterans are being
heard and they do have a voice. Of all these organizations
the Royal Canadian Legion is the largest. Wishing all
Veterans and their families a healthy and prosperous New
Year!
"There is no exercise better for the heart than reaching
down and lifting people up".

TREASURER REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Annie McArthur, Treasurer
As of December 18, 2018, the General Account had
$18,411.04, Building Account $5,589.14 and the
Nevada Account had $438.86.

YOUTH EDUCATION REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Betty-Jean Murray, President
We take this opportunity to thank all the students at
Coldwater Public and Moonstone Elementary who took
part in the Remembrance Poster, Poem & Literary
Competition sponsored by the Royal Canadian Legion. We
are pleased to say there were more than 110 entries for this
event. Members of the Branch visited the Coldwater Public
School Assembly on December 17 to present certificates to

all of the students who took part. Students whose entries
placed 1st, 2nd or 3rd were also presented their cash awards
at that time. The entry of student Madeline progressed on
to the Zone level where it placed third in its category.
Thank you students and thank you Ms. Viherjoki of
Coldwater Public for all your assistance and devotion to the
students that help make this competition a success.
Now it is time to think about the Legion's Public Speaking
Competition, which will take place on Sunday, February 24
at 1 p.m. in the Banquet Hall of the Coldwater Legion.
Parents, please encourage your children to take part in this
competition as it is a good opportunity for them to build
their confidence in their voice and opinion. Remember:
Sunday, February 24, 2019 at 1 p.m., and thank you for
supporting the children.

SPORTS OFFICER REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Bob Gourlie, Sports Officer
Comrades,
We are having a "Triathlon" fun sports day on Saturday
February 2, to raise funds for the Branch roof. This triathlon
will include darts, pool (8-ball) and shuffleboard. Entry fee
is $5 per player. At Zone level there is a Euchre tournament
at the Elmvale Branch, also on February 2 - $50 per team of
4. And there is a Zone Senior Darts tournament at the
Victoria Harbour branch on February 9 - $60 per team of 4.
See posts at the branch for details. Any question about
branch sports activities, you may contact me at
robertgourlie@gmail.com or 705-715-2368.

Congratulations to the Coldwater Branch Ladies Auxiliary Dart Team who won the Zone Championship on December 8 at
the Collingwood Branch. Shown here posing with their trophy, left to right: Dianne Sauvé, Michele Russell, Annie
McArthur, and Tori Vivian. Congratulations to all!
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270
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HAPPENING AT THE LEGION
Join us for weekly activities at the Branch.
Sun/Mon – Closed
Tues – 1:30 to 4 p.m. Euchre league
7 to 9 p.m. Cribbage league
Wed - 7:30 to 10 p.m. Darts league
Thurs - 1 to 2 p.m. Shuffleboard
7:30 to 10 p.m. Darts league
Fri 6 to 9 p.m. Steak Darts.
Once again this year, a Colour Party from Branch 270
Coldwater led the Santa Claus parade in Coldwater.

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Dave Robitaille, Sergeant-at-Arms
Happy New Year everyone! Thank you to those who
marched with us to lead the Santa Claus parade on
December 2. This is the kind of things that keeps the
Branch and the Legion alive in peoples' mind in the
community. If you wish to take part in our regular branch
parades, whether with the Colour Party or as a marcher,
please let me know: (705) 241-6415.

SICK & VISITING REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Betty-Anne Burnie, Sick and Visiting
Chairperson
I have been keeping in touch with those I know are ill or not
well. If there are any issues that require my attention
please let me know. Home phone (705) 686-3270 or email
bburnie6@hotmail.com.

Along with a Colour Party from Branch 270 Coldwater, pipers from the City of Orillia Branch 34 Royal Canadian
Legion Pipes and Drums, took part in the Coldwater Santa Claus parade on December 2. Seen here serenading
guests at the Coldwater Branch after the parade are, left to right: Brenda Remy; Heather Shelswell; Linda
Buchanan; and Susan Smith.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270
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LADIES AUXILIARY
Submitted by Comrade Anne McArthur, President of the
Ladies Auxiliary Branch 270
It is hard to believe that we have
ended 2018 and are starting into
the year 2019. Hope everyone
had a great holiday.
Christmas gifts were sent to the
45 Veterans of Branch 270. Thank
you to all that helped with
labelling, packing, and delivering
these gifts.
At the December meeting we had
a delicious Pot Luck Dinner. Thank you to Santa for making
a special trip to assist us with giving out the gifts to the
ladies.
The LA were busy with catering and Celebrations of Life in
2018. A great big thank you goes out to Comrade Jane
Lauder for coordinating these events and to all the ladies
who were able to help. Thank you to Alida Turner and
Jeanine Crowe for making all the calls in 2018.
We will be making meat pies on January 10th, 2019 and
hosting a luncheon on January 15th, if you are able to offer
some time for this please let us know.
The Ladies Auxiliary of Branch 270 would like to thank the
Merchants of Coldwater for all their donations over the
year. We are wishing them all the best in the year 2019.
Wishing you and your families a Happy New Year for 2019.
“Remember that the happiest people are not those getting
more, but those giving more”
H. Jackson Brown Jr.
Yours in Comradeship,
Anne McArthur, LA President Branch 270

Thank you to the following merchants
from Coldwater who donated to our
Christmas Bazaar in November:
Coldwater Home Hardware, TD Bank, The
Clothes Closet, Georgian Hairstyles, Autumn’s
Diner, Julie’s Boutique, The Christmas Villager,
Gary’s Crafts, Copperpot Nut Inc., Coldwater
LCBO, Coldwater Auto Parts, Willow Tree
Salon and Em’s Cafe, Home and Cottage
Interiors, and Coldwater Foodland.

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270

Santa made a special stop at the branch to assist
in giving out the gifts to the ladies at the
December Potluck and Meeting. Left to right:
Santa and Debbie Southorne.
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INTRODUCING ASSOCIATE MEMBER
GAËTANNE ROBINSON
Submitted by Comrade Rosalie J. Pratt
This lady fondly remembers her childhood. “Grandpa
visited us every day, dressed in a white shirt with tie” and
“my father taught all of us to never give up.” Early in life
Comrade Gaëtanne was leaning towards a nursing career.
She did apply to study as a RNA (Registered Nursing
Assistant) but at the tender age of fifteen was cautioned to
re-apply several years later. In the intervening years, life
took a turn and Gaëtanne made other life choices which
were acceptable to her at the time. Her first job was as a
receptionist at her local hospital and to this day, she
continues to work part-time in the medical arena. She
enjoys her rapport with the patients and being able to assist
with their auxiliary medical needs.
Comrade Gaëtanne recalls two world events which have
been seared into her memory; the death of the Late
President John F. Kennedy and the day that our Late Terry
Fox passed away.
This lady has simple yet upper-rung dreams, and wishes
which encompass her love of family, and friends. These are
definite constants in her life – her commitment to support
family members – through the good, the bad and the ugly
claiming that it is family which makes each of us unique.
She is most happy when surrounded by nurturing, loving
family members and friends as they bring “me great
pleasure”.
Comrade Gaëtanne is a force to be reckoned with on
Thursday evenings when she participates in the Dart
League. Further, she is our past reigning St. Patrick’s Day
Queen (2016-2017). Couple this with her current position
as Branch 270’s Ladies Auxiliary Treasurer and you have a
good picture of a busy retired lady who states that “now
that I am retired, I am always pressed for time!” Her
retirement has allowed her to re-kindle past affiliations
with friends and former colleagues and pursue adventures
visiting new destinations on the back of a motorcycle.
Growing older has made her realize that you need to live
each day to the fullest. The joy of each new experience
remains a mystery to be peeled away by the hours.
Reflecting on life thus far, Comrade Gaëtanne would not
change a thing – her philosophy of a good and successful
life – “surround yourself with family and friends. You can’t
ask for anything more.”

In bringing this interview to a close Comrade Gaëtanne
shared that the best thing about being a Legion Member is
that you are part of a fraternal organization. The best part
of being a member of Branch 270, “it allows me to be
involved, participate and volunteer in support of our
Veterans and their dependants”.
Comrade Gaëtanne, we thank you for being a very special
person; always willing to listen and assist.

If she had the power, she would eradicate poverty in
Canada and admits that it would be nice to have hindsight
as foresight.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270
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Congratulations to the
winners of our December 8

MEAT DRAW
1. Wendy Watson
2. Laurie Gavin
3. Judy Walker
4. Brenda Yule
5. Cathy Larkins
6. Betty-Anne Burnie
7. Carole Baird
8. Gail Anderson
9. Judy Walker
10. Anne McArthur
11. Wendy Watson
Coldwater, Ontario
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SPORTS AT BRANCH 270
TUESDAY AFTERNOON EUCHRE
November 13
High Hand – Georgie Waterson
Lone Hand – Gail Wilson
Low Hand – Jean Carson
Prize – Bev Richards
December 4
High Hand – Joe Barron
Lone Hand – Joyce Witmer
Low Hand – Gail Wilson
Prize – Joyce Witmer
December 11
Ladies' High Hand – Nancy Barron
Ladies' Lone Hands – Bev Richards
Ladies' Low Hand – Donna Watts
Men's High Hand – Brian Strong
Men's Lone Hands – Bill Stock
Men's Low Hand – Steven Doerr
Prize – Norma Carriere
December 18
High Hand – Anne Stock
Lone Hand – Jean Carson
Low Hand – Joe Barron
Prize – Joe Barron

TUESDAY NIGHT CRIBBAGE
November 13
1. Maggie Maynard
2. Marie Kinnear
3. Bill Kinnear
4. Jackie Lennox
Sunshine: Maggie Maynard
December 4
1. Betty-Anne Burnie
2. Frank Peck/Carl Swanson
3. Bill Kinnear
4. Doug Bennett
Sunshine: Maggie Murphy
December 11
1. Doug Bennett
2. Debbie Robitaille
3. Jackie Lennox
Sunshine: Maggie Murphy

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270

December 18
1. Carl Swanson/Jackie Lennox
2. Frank Peck/Marie Kinnear
3. Bill Kinnear
4. Gary Hamilton
Sunshine: Carl Swanson

TUESDAY NIGHT POOL
December 4 (wins)
Teresa Beniston (3)
Kari Malmstrom (3)
Louise Dearman (2)
Maggie Murphy (2)
Tom Dearman (1)
December 11 (wins)
Louise Dearman (3)
Tom Dearman (2)
Larry Hutchinson (2)
Teresa Beniston (1)
Larry Clarke (1)
Kari Malmstrom (1)
December 18 (wins)
Tom Dearman (4)
Louise Dearman (2)
Larry Hutchinson (2)
Larry Clarke (1)
Maggie Murphy (1)

THURSDAY SHUFFLEBOARD
November 29
1st – Lloyd & Maggie
2nd – Betty-Anne & Dean
3rd – Vicki & Brian
Sunshine - Brian
December 6
1st – Lloyd
2nd – Vicki
3rd –Betty-Anne
Sunshine - Maggie
December 13
1st – Lloyd & Vickie
2nd – Brian & Larry
3rd – Betty-Anne & Maggie
Sunshine - Lloyd
~ 16 ~

December 20
1st – Betty-Anne & Brian
2nd – Vickie & Lloyd
3rd – Maggie & Larry
Sunshine - Vickie

FRIDAY NIGHT STEAK DARTS
December 7
1. Gene
2. Gill
3. Kassidy
4. Ralph
5. Teresa
6. Teresa
Sunshine – Gene
December 14
1. Kari
2. Bonnie
3. Kassidy
4. Gill
5. Gene
6. Gill
Sunshine – Dianne
December 21
1. Gill
2. Gaëtanne
3. Larry
4. Wayne
5. Anne
6. Debbie
Sunshine – Teresa
December 28
1. Kari
2. Kari
3. Dean
4. Dean
5. Cathy
6. Misty
Sunshine – Marcia
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