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COLDWATER BRANCH GETS
ASSISTANCE FUNDING
FROM FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
Members of the Executive of Royal Canadian Legion Branch
270, are pleased to announce that the Coldwater Legion
has recently received the final portion of a grant that
totaled more than $15,000 from the federal government.
The Veterans Organizations Emergency Support Fund grant
received by the Legion will help in covering operational
costs and financial shortfalls as a result of COVID-19 health
restrictions.
Veterans’ organizations, such as RCL Branch 270, are
experiencing a critical loss of event, charitable and
fundraising revenues as a direct result of COVID-19. They
play a critical role in the lives and well-being of Veterans
and their families, as well as providing extraordinary service
to our communities. Legions host Remembrance Day
observances and other commemorative events throughout
the year, not only to honour fallen comrades, but also to
educate Canadian youth about the past and the bravery of
our soldiers. They are also community venues where
marriages are celebrated, summer BBQs are enjoyed, and
loved ones’ lives are commemorated.
According to Simcoe North M.P. Bruce Stanton, “this
special grant is greatly needed as in most cases; Legion
branches do not qualify under any of the existing Covid-19
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Simcoe North M.P. Bruce Stanton was in Coldwater
recently for a virtual announcement of a federal
emergency support grant to RCL Branch 270 Coldwater.
assistance programs. “My party has been actively
encouraging this support for Legions and other Veteran’s
organizations at this critical time and I am pleased the
government agreed to put this support in place.” said
Stanton.
Legion President Normand Marion, on behalf of the
Executive and Members of RCL Branch 270 Coldwater
would like to thank Veterans Affairs Canada and the Federal
Government for the funding received that will be used to
support the Branch and its role in supporting Veterans and
the community.
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Once again, I hope we can see each other in person soon.
For now, please stay safe, wear your mask, wash your
hands, AND GET YOUR SHOT!

FROM THE PRESIDENT
Greetings everyone!
I hope you're enjoying these great
sunny days we've seen recently. It
certainly makes it a little easier to
deal with the COVID restrictions.
Sort of.

Yours in comradeship,
Norm Marion, President

MEMBERSHIP REPORT

In May we were finally able to
present the plaque for the Friendship Award to Larry and
Melanie Sauvé of the Coldwater Foodland. I presented it to
them on Saturday May 8. Due to COVID restrictions, only
Betty-Jean Murray and I were representing the Legion.
Congratulations and thank you to Larry and Melanie.
Thank you to Randy Rice for laying the wreath on May 2 in
commemoration of the Battle of the Atlantic. Again, a oneman ceremony due to COVID restrictions. And thank you
to our volunteers who spent part of a beautiful Saturday
helping with the vaccination clinic in town.
On the financial side, we are still doing OK, thanks to grants
and a quite successful Bottle Drive. But we are certainly
looking forward to getting back to business. As you have
read on the front page, we have received the remaining
payment of $4,300 from the federal government. This was
our share of the $14 million grant, of which we had already
received more than $11,000 last year.

Submitted by Comrade Wayne Tutt, Membership Chairman
Good day Comrades.
This will be my last report as Membership Chair. A few of
us on the Executive have moved around. I have moved
from Membership, Honours and Awards to looking after
the building. Cheryll Barr will now be looking after
Membership.
Our membership is at 214. Life 3, Ordinary 38, Associate
116, and Affiliate 57. For those of you who have not
renewed your 2021 membership, you may send a cheque
for $60.00 to Coldwater Legion P.O. Box 89 Coldwater, ON.
L0K 1E0. You will then receive your sticker to be placed on
the back of your membership card.
Thank you all for your membership. Hope to see you soon.

It was announced that the Dominion Convention will be
virtual this year, 13-15 August. We will submit credentials
from the branch for those who will be representing the
branch with voting rights. More details will be coming soon
for those who may be interested in participating.
You will find in this issue (pg.4) an updated list of the Branch
Executive for the new 2021-22 term, beginning June 1st. As
you will see, due to the pandemic and the impossibility of
running elections, most officers have volunteered to stay at
their post for a third, back-to-back term. I hope the
membership appreciates the contribution these members
have made and will continue to make to this branch.
One of the changes is the move of Wayne Tutt from
Membership Chair to Building Officer, to replace Garry
Lovelace who has held that post for several years. I want
to thank Garry for his years of service to the branch, and
welcome Wayne into his new role. Of course, that means
we need a new Membership Chair, and that role is being
taken over by Comrade Cheryll Barr, who has been training
for that job for several months. We also have a new
Secretary/Treasurer, Rick Morse. Rick brings in decades of
experience in the field of military administration.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270
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THE MAPLE LEAF
The Maple Leaf is the award-winning newsletter
of Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270 Coldwater,
published each month in the first week of the
month. It is primarily an internal communication
tool through which the Branch Executive and
Committee Chairmen disseminate information
and report to the membership on their respective
activities. Opinions expressed in feature articles
are those of the writers and do not imply
endorsement by the Branch or the Legion.
Committee reports and pre-arranged articles
must be received no later than the 21st of each
month in order to be published in the following
month's issue. Please submit by email addressed
to:
Branch PRO – Maple Leaf at
branch270@rogers.com .
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Branch 270 Coldwater
Elected Officers and Committee Chairs
2021-2022 Term

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270

President

Norm Marion

Past President

Betty-Jean Murray

1st Vice-president

Wayne Tutt

2nd Vice-president

Carol Baird

Secretary-Treasurer

Rick Morse

Bar Officer

Marg Murphy

Building Officer

Wayne Tutt

Bursary Officer

Rick Morse

Entertainment

Carol Baird

Historian

Norm Marion

Honours & Awards

Randy Rice

L.A. Liaison

Marg Murphy

Leadership

Norm Marion

Membership

Cheryll Barr

Poppy

Betty-Jean Murray

Public Relations

Norm Marion

Sergeant-at-Arms

Randy Rice

Service Officer

Randy Rice

Sick & Visiting

Betty-Anne Burnie

Sports Officer

TBD

Ways & Means

Carol Baird

Youth Education

Marg Murphy
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SPORTS REPORT

GENERAL MEETING

We are still looking for someone to take over the duties of
Sports Officer. Please contact the Branch office if
interested, 686-3388, email: branch270@rogers.com .

Due to the COVID-19 virus pandemic
emergency, General Meetings are
suspended until further notice. Branch
General Meetings normally take place
on the fourth Wednesday of each
month, from September to June, in the
upstairs hall at 6:30 p.m.

TREASURER REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Norm Marion, President
The General Account balance is at $62,571.09. Of our
grants funds, approximately $36,234 remains. Of the
balance, we still have restricted funds of approximately
$4,500 for Seniors Literary. For the bottle/can returns,
$2,128.60 was collected for the month of May.
Building Bank Account balance is $15,467.65.
Nevada Account balance is $237.61.

SICK & VISITING REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Betty-Anne Burnie, Sick and Visiting
Chairman
I have been keeping in touch with those I know are ill or not
well. If there are any issues that require my attention
please let me know. Home phone (705) 686-3270 or email
bburnie6@hotmail.com.

POPPY REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Betty-Jean Murray, Poppy Chairman
& Immediate Past President
COMMEMORATIVE POPPY – wear it with pride! To
celebrate the 100th anniversary of the Poppy symbol for
Remembrance, we have a small supply of the official silk
Commemorative Poppy available at the Branch. These
may be worn from now until the end of the year. If you
would like to purchase a
Commemorative Poppy please
call the Branch and leave a
message or send an email
message to the Branch at
branch270@rogers.com and we
will make arrangements for you to
receive one.

SERVICE OFFICER REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Randy Rice, Branch Service Officer
Are you a Veteran? Do you suffer from a condition you
believe is caused by or aggravated by military service? Or
are you having challenges meeting the high cost of living,
dealing with expensive medical bills etc. Then it's time for
you to seek assistance, and the Legion can help you. To
make an appointment please contact the Branch Service
Officer, Randy Rice, at (705) 739-0062 or e-mail at
ricerandolph@gmail.com , or contact the branch office at
(705) 686-3388, email branch270@rogers.com.
All
correspondence is strictly confidential.

I talked to our member Roger Pratt this week. Roger is
enjoying his new digs but due to the closure of nonessential shops is spending a lot of time 'scooting' from
store to store 'window shopping' and is tiring of fast food.
Roger is doing well and looking for a neighbourhood Legion
in his London community. Once he is fully settled in his new
home, and Branches are open again, Roger says he will
begin checking them out, and someday when daily life is
back to normal he will pop up to Coldwater to say 'hello' to
everyone. So nice to have spoken to him and to know he is
settling in down there in London.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270
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On Sunday May 2nd, Branch Service Officer, Comrade
Randy Rice took a moment to lay a wreath on behalf of
the branch to commemorate the Battle of the Atlantic.
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this summer; if you have been to the branch you will notice
we have placed some flowers at the entrance to the branch
and some planters around the patio and we have new
umbrellas from Molson. We already have six tables so it
will be very colourful, but COVID friendly. There will be two
bar Stewards on duty just to make sure everything runs
smoothly. I would like to extend a big thank you to Kathy
Larkin and Dorothy Gerrard for their outstanding job
putting the flower pots together and brightening up our
branch entrance and patio. Good job, thank you, ladies.

Quote of the Month
"When one door closes another door opens;
but we so often look so long and so
regretfully upon the closed door, that we do
not see the ones which open for us."

- Alexander Graham Bell

PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Norm Marion, Public Relations
Officer
ON-LINE POSTS: Photos and articles on the Battle of the
Atlantic wreath laying, the presentation of a Friendship
Award to Larry and Melanie Sauvé, and presentations by
M.P. Bruce Stanton were posted on our Facebook page and
our website.
A News Release about the federal
government grant was also sent to Simcoe.com and was
published in Orillia Today on Saturday. Some of those
photos were also submitted to the Legion Magazine.
SCRAPBOOK & BULLETIN COMPETITION:
Still no
confirmation that the Scrapbook & Bulletin competition
will take place this year. Our 2020-2021 Scrapbook is ready
to be printed whenever it is allowed.

We are looking at options to accommodate the stacks of
bottles and cans from the Bottle Drive once the club room
reopens.
We're looking at getting a shed built
(approximately 8 ½ ' X 6’) for a reasonable price
Finally, there was a COVID vaccination clinic at the
Community Centre on Saturday, May 29. Thanks to the
volunteers who helped with directing traffic flow and giving
directions at the door. This was an opportunity to give back
to our community that is always there to support us.

ENTERTAINMENT/WAYS & MEANS
Submitted by Comrade Carol Baird, Entertainment/Ways &
Means Chairman
The bottle drive is $1,157.80 for the last two weeks. Total
for the month of May so far is $2,128.60.
I am working on a grant for events at the branch
whenever everything opens up.

SENIORS LITERARY COMPETITION
Submitted by Comrade Betty-Jean Murray, Seniors Literary
Competition Chairman
Results for the Seniors Literary Competition will be in by
June 15 and, hopefully by then, we will be aware of when
an Awards Ceremony may be planned. As soon as the date
has been established, we will let you know. Until then, stay
healthy and keep on writing!

BAR OFFICER REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Marg Murphy, Bar Officer
We will wait for direction from the South Muskoka Health
Unit on any opening, and follow their protocol. We are
ready to open the patio. The patio will look very different
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270
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Three of our branch volunteers who helped directing
traffic around the Community Centre on the occasion
of a special COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic at the arena, May
29. Left to right: Comrades Cathy Larkin; Carol Baird;
and Maggie Murphy. Thank you for volunteering.
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JOKE OF THE
MONTH
I finally realized my parents
favoured my twin brother. It hit
me when they asked me to blow
up balloons for his surprise
birthday party.

BUILDING OFFICER REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Wayne Tutt, Building Officer
Good day Comrades. First of all, I want to thank Garry
Lovelace for his many years of service on the Executive.
Garry was instrumental in getting two thirds of the roof
done, having the safety ladder installed, and getting in
touch with Shakell Heating and Cooling to get an estimate
for the HVAC.
On May 18th I met with Don Shakell and Martin from BA
Roofing. We talked about a joint venture to have the HVAC
installed. We hope to start around the end of June. We
were able to secure a grant for the purchase and
installation of the HVAC.
"Working at Heights" restraint is applicable before the work
on the roof can start. I hope to get the lumber for this
project soon. I’ll be reaching out for assistance with this,
so, when I call, don’t ignore me.
The top row of stone on the east side of the branch has to
be re-mortared. I have a couple of stone masons coming to
give us an estimate.
We have three estimates to have the carpet replaced on
the stairs, in the elevator, and the landing upstairs in front
of the banquet hall.
It’s been a very hectic three weeks. Stay tuned.

AWARDING OF THE SOVEREIGN'S MEDAL
FOR VOLUNTEERS

emergency funding for Legion branches. While in town, he
also made a special presentation of a medal to a member
of the Coldwater branch.
“It was my great honour to congratulate Coldwater Branch
270 President, Normand Marion on his much-deserved
Sovereign Medal for Volunteer award," said M.P. Bruce
Stanton, as he presented the medal on behalf of the
Governor-General of Canada. "Usually bestowed by the
Governor-General of Canada, this is the highest award for
lifelong volunteerism from the Canadian Chancellery of
Honours.” he said.
The medal recognizes the exceptional volunteer
achievements of Canadians from across the country in a
wide range of fields and pays tribute to the dedication and
commitment of volunteers.
The citation for Normand's award states: "Normand
Marion has contributed to the military community of
Coldwater as a public relations manager, researcher, and
fundraiser with various organizations, including the Royal
Canadian Legion Branch 270 Coldwater. His investigations
into First and Second World War casualties have shed light
on the town’s military history and helped memorialize those
who served."
"I feel very much humbled by this recognition," said Norm
Marion, as he received the medal. "I can think of so many
others who have done so much more than I did, and who
are more deserving of this award, but were never
nominated. I'm certainly grateful to those who took the
time to research and submit my nomination. Thank you."

Branch 270
Coldwater President,
Comrade Norm
Marion, shows the
Sovereign's Medal
for Volunteers he
was just presented
on May 18.

On Tuesday May 18, 2021, Member of Parliament for
Simcoe North Bruce Stanton made a stop in Coldwater to
make a virtual announcement about the latest round of
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270
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BRANCH HISTORIAN REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Norm Marion, Branch Historian
MILITARY SERVICE RECOGNITION BOOK: Submissions for
MSRB are still on hold until the Stay-at-Home order is lifted.
Unfortunately, the photo finishing facilities (Walmart, etc.)
are currently closed, and the photos to be submitted for the
MSRB must be of "photo quality", i.e. not from an ink jet
printer. If you have relatives or friends who served in the
military and resided in Ontario at some point in their lives,
we can get them in the next edition of the MSRB. Just get
in touch with me: norm.marion@amtelecom.net or (705)
686-3941. I would be happy to help you submit your story
and photo, if available. You can see on this page another
sample of a local submission that will appear in Vol. VIII
MSRB.

FOR MILITARY SERVICE RECOGNITION BOOK:

MEET MANLEY LYALL BRECHIN

THIS MONTH WE REMEMBER

WOMEN IN CANADIAN
MILITARY AVIATION
In 1974, six years before the job of
Canadian Armed Forces pilot was opened
to women, Major Wendy Clay, a doctor,
completed military pilot training to better
understand aeromedical issues. Then in
1979, three female captains undertook
training to get their wings after the
occupation was opened to women. For
these three women, Captains Deanna
Brasseur, Leah Mosher and Nora
Bottomley, the runway to earning their
wings was burdened with a heavy amount
of attention and pressure because of their
trailblazer status. Following these first
three women, the Canadian Armed Forces
would train and employ 40 total female
pilots as part of its initial wave of training.
Captain Brasseur, later major, along with
Captain Jane Foster went on to become the
first women to pilot a CF-18 Hornet jet
fighter.
Source: Royal Canadian Air Force

(RCAF service number J20439) completed his basic flying
training at No.14 Elementary Flying Training School at
Portage LaPrairie, Man. He was awarded his pilot wings
upon graduation from No.11 Service Flying Training School
in Yorkton, Sask., in July 1942, and was later given an officer
commission. Flying Officer Brechin was eventually posted
to No.458 Squadron (Royal Australian Air Force) in North
Africa, operating in the Mediterranean along the coast of
Italy. His last flight was on August 24, 1943, when he and
his crew took off aboard their Vickers Wellington bomber
for an anti-shipping reconnaissance mission over the
Mediterranean, along the coast of Italy. The aircraft failed
to return to base. Flying Officer Brechin has no known
grave. He is commemorated on the Malta Memorial, in
Malta.

Born in Coldwater, Ontario, on March 28, 1923, Manley
Lyall Brechin was the son of John and Lila Brechin. After
graduating from Orillia Collegiate Institute he worked as a
junior clerk at a bank in Orillia. He was quite involved in
sports, particularly hockey and basketball. During the
Second World War he enrolled with the Royal Canadian Air
Force on August 18, 1941. Leading Aircraftman Brechin
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270
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provided the same day or within 24 hours. We use our
network of the 395 Legion Branches in Ontario to meet the
needs. For example, from our office in Aurora we can reach
out to a Legion branch in various communities to assist and
provide the gift cards for food, or clothing thus meeting the
immediate need of the Homeless Veteran.

ONTARIO COMMAND OPERATION LEAVE
THE STREETS BEHIND HOMELESS VETERANS
PROGRAM
The following is an overview of the Royal Canadian Legion,
Ontario Command Homeless Veterans program, Operation
Leave the Streets Behind.
The program was initiated in November 2009, by Ontario
Command and the template created has since been
developed across Canada, by Veterans Affairs and other
Provincial Commands. The objective of course is to end
Homelessness among our Veteran population. Through the
generosity of our Legion Branches and Ladies Auxiliary,
throughout the Province, money has been raised through
various functions to support the Homeless Veterans
program.

The Royal Canadian Legion, Ontario Command has also
partnered with George Brown College in Toronto,
Algonquin College in Ottawa and St. Joseph’s Health Care
Centre in London creating Dental programs in the three
locations for Homeless Veterans. All Dental work is paid for
by Ontario Command.
The Homeless Veterans program has been a great success
assisting more than 662 Homeless Veterans with rent
payments and finding new apartments, providing dental
work, clothing, and assisting with education requirements.
A Veterans Hotline has been established (437-228-4747) to
provide emergency service to our Veterans.
For further information please visit our website at
www.on.legion.ca, where you will find additional
information, or contact our office at 1-905-841-7999 or toll
free 1-888-207-0939.

To date 2.7 million dollars has been disbursed from the
Ontario Command Homeless Veterans Fund and over
$100,000.00 from our Ladies Auxiliary. There has been no
financial support from any level of Government. More than
927 Homeless Veterans have been identified in 176 towns
of which 93 are Female Veterans, since the beginning of the
program. (Note: numbers given are as of May, 2021 and
change monthly)
When a Homeless Veteran is identified we have the proper
form completed (Request for Assistance and Release form)
and once completed, it is sent to Veterans Affairs to verify
the applicant has served in the Canadian Military. This form
allows the Legion and VAC to access information to better
understand their present situation. Once complete, the
Legion will determine what the immediate needs of the
Veteran are and take the appropriate action to meet those
needs such as food, clothing or shelter.
We offer gift cards from Walmart, Tim Horton’s or a local
food store, to fulfill immediate needs and most can be
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270
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The 48th Dominion Convention: Virtual Edition
Due to the ongoing pandemic restrictions, The Royal Canadian Legion 2021 Dominion
Convention will be held virtually for the first time. But while this year’s format may be
different, our goal remains the same: to make the Legion the best it can be in order to
serve Canada’s Veterans.
This year, over 3,200 Delegates and proxies, representing close to 250,000 members, will
meet online to discuss the future of the Legion. Delegates will vote on resolutions,
determine national policies and elect the next Dominion President and Senior Elected
Officers.
Together, we will help set the direction for the future of our organization.

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270
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LADIES AUXILIARY
Submitted by Comrade Anne McArthur, President of the
Ladies Auxiliary Branch 270
It’s hard to believe that June is
here already. The weather has
been very cooperative for us to be
able to enjoy ourselves outdoors.
Since there are no elections yet,
the entire Executive agreed to
continue on in the positions that
they held: Anne McArthur,
President; Dianne Sauve, 2nd Vice
President; Gaëtanne Robinson,
Treasurer; Donna Packer, Secretary; Michele Russell, Sports
Officer; Brenda Yule, Membership; Debbie Southorn, Sgt-

REMEMBER YOUR
FOODLAND RECEIPTS!
Getting frustrated that
branch activities are on
hold, and you can't help the
branch?
Looking for ways to
contribute?

at-Arms; Jane Lauder, Catering; Alida
Turner, Sick and Visiting; and Janis
Cronin, executive member. Thank you
again to everyone.
The current bank balance has a working
balance of $3,091.99. In reference to
how the Ladies Auxiliary have been
affected by COVID19 in the year 20192020, we raised $27, 250.00 and spent $31, 339.41. In the
year 2020-2021 we raised $1,274.45 and spent $2,374.27.
We are hoping that restrictions will be lifted soon so that
we can continue to support our Veterans and Branch 270.
I would also like to say, if there are ladies interested in
joining the Branch 270 Ladies Auxiliary, please let me or
Brenda Yule know. The membership fee is only $20 for the
year. It is a great opportunity to meet people and have fun
at the same time.
Remember to stay safe, maintain social distancing, wear a
mask, wash your hands and stay at home as much as
possible.
“Never give up, for that is just the place and time that the
tide will turn.” - Harriet Beecher Stowe
Anne McArthur
LA President
Branch 270 Coldwater

One simple way is to save
your Coldwater Foodland
receipts and drop them off
at the branch whenever you
stop by. Ladies Auxiliary
member Jane Lauder will
take them to Coldwater
Foodland for cash.
Help Jane help the branch.
Bring in your receipts!
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270
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LEGION FRIENDSHIP AWARD FOR
SAUVÉ FAMILY
Submitted by Comrade Norm Marion, Branch President
On May 8, 2021, representatives of Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 270 Coldwater went to the Coldwater Foodland to
present the former owners, Larry and Melanie Sauvé, with
a Legion Friendship Award.
The Coldwater Foodland, owned and operated by the
Sauvé family until just a few weeks ago, has been at the
heart of the Coldwater community since 1957. For years
the Sauvé family have extended the most generous
cooperation to our branch and our Ladies Auxiliary. For our
monthly Meat Rolls, they would prepare a dozen food
packages in the form of a complete meal for a family of
four, allowing a very generous discount on each bundle; for
our Ladies they were always keeping an eye on pricing of
the appropriate food for our Veterans Dinners, or whatever
meals the Ladies were about to prepare.

Coldwater Foodland has created for our Ladies Auxiliary a
loyalty program in which cash register receipts are
collected by members of the branch and redeemed for an
appreciable return for each $50,000 worth of receipts.
Coldwater Foodland is always willing to support us with our
various in-house events such as advertising any dinners or
the Youth Education Posters & Literary Competition; at
Remembrance time they clear a space for our members to
promote the Poppy Campaign and this past year they
watched over our Poppy box to ensure its safety. They have
been very supportive of the Legion in both a financial and
neighbourly manner.
The Executive of Branch 270 Coldwater felt that, due to the
support the owners of the Coldwater Foodland have
provided to our branch over the years we should honour
them in a manner that befits their deeds – by providing
them with a Royal Canadian Legion Friendship Award. We
feel this would show our appreciation for the many
generous gestures they have made over the past years, and
hopefully will continue in the years to follow.

Standing at a safe distance by the Coldwater Foodland for the presentation of the Legion Friendship Award, left to right:
Branch Past President Comrade Betty-Jean Murray; Larry and Melanie Sauvé; and Branch President Norm Marion.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270
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