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ORILLIA SCOTTISH FESTIVAL
Once again this year the Coldwater Branch took part in the
annual Orillia Scottish Festival at the city's Couchiching
Beach Park. On Saturday July 20th, four members of the
branch formed a Colour Party and marched through city
streets in a parade that included several Pipes and Drums
bands and other Legion Colour Parties. Below, posing for a
photo prior to the parade taking off are, left to right:
Comrades Wayne Tutt; Rick Morse; Norm Marion; and Bob
Gourlie. Sponsored by Royal Canadian Legion Branch
34 Orillia, the Orillia Scottish Festival is an annual event
celebrating Scottish culture & heritage in Orillia. This year
was the 42nd year of the festival.

Comrade Carol Baird, the branch's Newfoundland Day
main organiser, is seen here getting "Screeched-in" by
Newfoundlander Steve Coish.

NEWFIE DAY AT THE BRANCH!
On July 20th, the Coldwater Branch held a special event built
around the theme of Newfoundland and, more
importantly, Newfoundlanders! The event was a huge
success with the canteen serving Newfoundland Fries and
other Newfoundland specialties, and a special band of
original Newfoundlanders. People came in from Brechin,
Orillia, Barrie, Wasaga Beach, Waubaushene, Midland,
Penetanguishene, and Severn. We even had a couple from
Newfoundland who were on Holidays in the area. Well
done! Carol and the volunteers who made this happen.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT
Well, July has come and gone, and
we're already talking about the
Fall Fair and getting ready for the
Poppy Campaign. It's just the way
it is. Waiting half the year for
summer to come, and by the time
you realize it's in, it's already on its
way out.
Early in July we had a visit from
the retired Navy Veterans who call
themselves the High Noon group. It was quite an enjoyable
afternoon of trading "war stories" between these folks and
some of our own local Veterans. As was done last year, Bob
Stewart, a representative of the group, made a significant
donation (more than $1,000) to the branch on behalf of the
group. During his presentation, Bob spoke at length of one
of his west coast Navy buddies, Petty Officer Tom Beaudoin
of Coldwater, who passed away in 2012 - Tom's portrait is
displayed in our collection cabinet. It was heartwarming to
hear Bob talk about this local Veteran who now links the
High Noon group to Coldwater and to our branch.
Then the very next day, we held a Celebration of Life for
Comrade Pat Sinclair. This was the largest attendance I
have seen for a Celebration of Life at this branch. We had
to open the Club Room downstairs and feed sound through
the downstairs speakers so people could follow the
ceremony. Pat was well known and respected throughout
the community, as the level of attendance showed.
On July 17th, I attended a much happier event in Orillia. It
was a gathering for Veteran Bob Rice's 90th birthday, which
Betty-Jean Murray, Betty-Anne Burnie and Isobel Gourlie
had arranged for with the staff at the Stephen Leacock
Retirement Lodge where Bob now resides with his wife
Irene. Bob was in good spirit and no doubt appreciated the
gesture. Thank you Betty-Jean, Betty-Anne and Isobel for
making these arrangements.
And then there was the Newfoundland Day at the branch,
quite a successful event coordinated by our Ways &
Means/Entertainment Chairperson Carol Baird. You can
read about it on the front page and in her own monthly
report. You can also read about Carol herself in Comrade
Rosalie Pratt's "Introducing Member..." article on page 13.
Very interesting read.
Also, thank you Comrades Wayne Tutt, Rick Morse, and Bob
Gourlie for joining me and march in the Orillia Scottish
Festival parade earlier in the day on the branch's
Newfoundland Day. Yes, we had a busy day!
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We have more interesting events coming up in August,
including Steampunk on the 10th, and Elvis at the Legion on
the 31st. Our Executive is working hard at finding ways to
bring up attendance in the summer months. So far, that
resulted in more entertainment in July-August, the addition
of a temporary outdoor patio for certain events, and now
opening on Monday afternoons for ping pong players. We
hope these initiatives are appreciated. Suggestions are
always welcome.
Finally, I remind you that we always need volunteers to help
with a variety of programs and activities. If you think you
could volunteer some hours in support of the branch or the
Legion in general, please let us know. I'm sure you have
some talent or expertise that can be put to good use. We
do much more than serve beer and march around with
flags. In fact, we could use someone to take on the Youth
Education Chair, which involves dealing with the local
school to coordinate our Posters and Literary Contest in the
fall, or our Youth Public Speaking Contest in the spring.
Don't be shy. We welcome your contribution for as much
or as little as you can offer.
Yours in Comradeship,
Norm Marion, President
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THE MAPLE LEAF
The Maple Leaf is the award-winning newsletter
of Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270 Coldwater,
published each month in the first week of the
month. It is primarily an internal communication
tool through which the Branch Executive and
Committee
Chairpersons
disseminate
information and report to the membership on
their respective activities. Opinions expressed in
feature articles are those of the writers and do
not imply endorsement by the Branch or the
Legion.
Committee reports and pre-arranged articles
must be received no later than the 21st of each
month in order to be published in the following
month's issue. Please submit by email addressed
to:
Branch PRO – Maple Leaf at
branch270@rogers.com .
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GENERAL MEETING
The next General Meeting will be
on Wednesday, September 25,
beginning at 6:30 p.m. Branch
General Meetings take place on
the fourth Wednesday of each
month, from September to June,
in the upstairs hall at 6:30 p.m.

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Dave Robitaille, Branch Sgt-at-Arms
If you wish to take part in our regular branch parades,
whether with the Colour Party or as a marcher, please let
me know: (705) 241-6415.
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use of his tractor. Thank you to Greg Ballantyne of G.B.
Enterprises who, at the last minute brought his Bobcat to
help move the stones. Greg did this free of charge. And
thank you Jane Dunlop for getting the stones and having
them delivered.
This could have been a dangerous job for the
inexperienced. Before we started work, I informed all
involved that I knew “Mouth to Mouth” in case anyone got
hurt. I was amazed at how safely everyone worked. All we
need to do now, is to find some top soil to dress the
damaged grass areas, and then seed. As we were working
the area, many people who were walking along the street
commented on how wonderful it looks.
The Coldwater Fall Fair is the last weekend of September.
It is fast approaching. Our branch has secured an
information booth to be set up in the same area as last year.
Please look at your schedules, and if you can spare a few
hours to help set up, or answer questions at the booth, we
would appreciate your help. See you at the Branch!

SICK & VISITING REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Betty-Anne Burnie, Sick and Visiting
Chairperson
I have been keeping in touch with those I know are ill or not
well. If there are any issues that require my attention
please let me know. Home phone (705) 686-3270 or email
bburnie6@hotmail.com.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Wayne Tutt, Membership
Chairperson & 1st Vice President
Hello comrades. Please be aware that the Early Bird
Membership of $55 starts September 1, 2019, and runs
through until November 30, 2019. After November 30th, the
dues will be $60. Every member who renews their 2020
membership within the “Early Bird” time frame will have a
chance to win $55. This draw will be done during the first
week of December 2019.
Our branch membership is still at 270 (coincidently, our
Branch # is 270). We have 4 Life, 42 Ordinary, 142
Associate, and 82 Affiliate members. Grant McGuire has
transferred to the Waubaushene Branch. If you have
changed your address, phone number, email, or your
Cenotaph project coordinator Wayne Tutt directs
name, please let me know and I will update your file.
volunteer Phil Jones who is moving the large armour
The armor stones have been placed around the Cenotaph
stones with his tractor.
area. I would like to thank Norm Marion for assisting me on
the shovels and rakes. When you see Norm, please ask him
how his blister is healing. Thank you to Phil Jones for the
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270
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This month we remember

TREASURER REPORT

HONG KONG

Submitted by Comrade Annie McArthur, Treasurer
As of July 22, 2019, the General Account is at $21,463.87;
the Building Account at $10,063.56; and the Nevada
Account at $438.66.

This month we remember Canadian
soldiers who served in Hong Kong during
the Second World War. On August 30,
1945, Hong Kong was liberated by Allied
forces after nearly four years under
Japanese occupation. The defence of
Hong Kong was a brutal chapter in
Canada's military history. Of the almost
2,000 Canadians who sailed to Hong
Kong in late 1941, more than 550 would
never see Canada again. Many would die
in the fierce combat of December 1941.
Others would perish in the grinding
conditions of the Japanese prison camps
throughout the rest of the war. Many of
those who did survive would return home
with their health broken and their lives
shortened, forever shaken by their
experiences and the extreme hardships
they endured.

POPPY REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Betty-Jean Murray, Poppy
Chairperson
Happy Birthday to our most recent nonagenarian, Comrade
Bob Rice. It was delightful to see his recovery sufficient to
allow him to celebrate his 90th birthday on the 17th. HAPPY
BIRTHDAY, BOB, and we hope you enjoy many more. Thank
you to Isobel Gourlie, a good friend of Bob’s and Irene’s, for
her continued interest in their welfare. Thank you to those
who attended the recent birthday celebration for Bob. I
believe he was happy to see all of his visitors.
A new initiative through the Royal Canadian Legion termed
‘Operation Vet Build’ utilizing hobby modeling to help
veterans experiencing the symptoms of OSI and PTSD
begins at New Lowell Branch on September 29, 2019 and
donations may be made to this effort through the Poppy
Fund.

Source: Veterans Affairs Canada

PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Norm Marion, Public Relations
Officer
LEGION MAGAZINE: We had one photo published in the
current issue (July-August), and two more were sent for
publication.
BRANCH SCRAPBOOK: Some members had requested a
copy of this year's annual Scrapbook. The actual cost of
getting it printed is $50.50 each, and this is what we sold
them for. If you wish to order copies of previous years', the
cost is proportional to the number of pages. Contact me if
you wish to order.
PHOTOGRAPHS FOR PUBLICATION: We always welcome
photos of branch members involved in Legion activities. If
you're interested in sending us some photos, please
contact me for guidelines on technical standards and on
what type of photos we may or may not publish.
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Visiting our friend and Veteran Bob Rice (front) on his
90th Birthday are, left to right at the back: Betty-Anne
Burnie; Isobel Gourlie; and Betty-Jean Murray.
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them, which they all enjoyed. My thanks to Tom Thompson
for the book of songs and suggestions. The sailor Veterans
were treated to pizza and wings and a great time was had
by all.
Our Newfoundland Day on the 20th was a huge hit. We had
people from Brechin, Orillia, Barrie, Wasaga Beach,
Waubaushene, Midland, Penetanguishene, Severn, and a
couple from Newfoundland who were on Holidays in the
area. They started arriving at 11:30 to get a seat. The band
was enjoyed by all. I think we will make this an annual
event. Thanks to Maggie for all her help and Marg and Steve
Coish who came in from Wasaga Beach to do the Screech
In.
The Jammin' was well attended thanks again to Clarence
Cole and the band for their hard work.
In August we have Steampunk on the 10th. We will have the
outdoor patio again for the Saturday, and live
entertainment by Len Murphy in the Clubroom from 2 to 6.
On the 17th we have Jammin' from 2 to 6. And at the end
of the month, in the Clubroom, we have Elvis at the Legion
featuring Terry Chisholm, from 2 to 6 on the 31st. Come on
out and support our summer events and our canteen.

BRANCH HISTORIAN REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Norm Marion, Branch Historian
DECORATION DAY: The new database for grave markers of
Veterans in the Coldwater Cemetery will include info on
military service, as it comes available. After the Decoration
Day Service in June, detailed info was provided on Flight
Sergeant (Air Gunner) William Wiley, who for some reason
did not appear on our list at the time.
CENOTAPH UPDATE: The work continues around the
Cenotaph area to make it more attractive and accessible.
Thank you Wayne Tutt for a job well done. The final piece
will be a second, smaller plaque to be mounted on the
monument with the names of the Second World War
Coldwater personnel killed in action. At this time three
names are confirmed: William Dunn; Lloyd Jennett; and
Mervyn Lovering. If anyone feels that additional name(s)
should be included, please let us know.

Johnny Cash tickets for the September 21st show are for
sale at the bar, $20 each. If you missed him last year, he
puts on a fantastic show. And then on October 5th, upstairs
in the Banquet Hall, we have a great show. A tribute to
Linda Rondstat and Carlos Santana. More details to follow.
See you in the Clubroom.

WAYS & MEANS / ENTERTAINMENT REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Carol Baird, Entertainment/Ways &
Means Chairperson
July was a busy month. We had the Navy Veterans visit in
the clubroom on July 6th. I downloaded special music for
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270
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Branch member Carol Chapman was one of the
members who got "Screeched in" during the
branch's Newfoundland Day.
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BAR MANAGER REPORT

Quote of the Month
“The position was being fired upon from all sides. It
might be compared with the lower part of a bowl, the
enemy looking down and occupying the rim. The main
road running through the position was cluttered for
hundreds of feet each way with abandoned trucks and
cars.”
Captain Howard Bush of the Winnipeg Grenadiers,
describing the unit's situation in Hong Kong, December
19, 1941.

SPORTS OFFICER REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Dean McArthur, Sports Officer
Comrades,
On September 7 we will have a mini-triathlon. This will be
for two-people teams, competing in Shuffleboard, Ping
Pong, and Darts. Registration will be at 12 noon, with a
start time of 1 p.m. sharp. The cost will be $5 per person,
and each team will be a random draw. Good luck and have
fun. We are also planning a Men vs Ladies Dart tournament
for October 26. This will involve four-people teams. More
to follow on this.

Submitted by Comrade Maggie Murphy, Bar Manager
Steampunk is coming up on August 10. Once again, we will
be having a patio outside in the parking lot. It was a great
success for Canada Day and we are hoping it will be just as
good for Steampunk. People come from all over for this
event and the village is getting more popular every year, so
come out and enjoy the day. I have spoken to the Sports
Chair about getting the ping pong table out and getting
some people out to play, and maybe get some teams
together. Monday is the only day that is available for this,
so for the month of August we will open on Monday from
3 to 9 p.m. to get people in to play. Everyone is welcome
to play or just come in to cool off and have a cool one. Who
knows? This might be something you could be interested
in and want to join in. It's all for fun and it supports our
branch.
Once again, we are always looking for people who would
like to volunteer at the bar for a few hours a day or
whatever works for you. A Smart Serve certificate is
necessary to volunteer as bar steward. The branch will
cover the cost of the Smart Serve certificate. We would like
to have you come out and join the team of volunteers at
our branch. And if being behind the bar is not for you, we
have many, many other interesting positions that could use
your expertise. So come in and see us or give us a call!

SERVICE OFFICER REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Randy Rice, Service Officer
Are you a Veteran? Do you suffer from a condition you
believe is caused by or aggravated by military service? Or
are you having challenges meeting the high cost of living,
dealing with expensive medical bills etc. Then it's time for
you to seek a professional, someone who knows the
workings of Veterans Affairs Canada and where the Legion
can also help. To make an appointment please contact the
Branch Service Officer, Randy Rice. My contact info is as
follows: (705) 816-0110, or ricerandolph@gmail.com All
correspondence is strictly confidential.

BUILDING MANAGER REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Garry Lovelace, Building Manager
The stage lights are done. Labeling of the electric control
panels will be done with Garry Lovelace, Wayne Tutt and
Dave Cox. The dishwasher in upstairs kitchen is good. Still
need a fire extinguisher for kitchen upstairs. The old ice
machine will be looked at to see if it can be repaired and
used upstairs in Banquet hall.

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270

DON'T FORGET THE LEGION'S MISSION
The Royal Canadian Legion's mission is to serve Veterans,
including serving military and RCMP members and their
families, to promote Remembrance, and to serve our
communities and our country. In terms of service to
Veterans, our Veterans Services Network provides support,
referrals, representation, advocacy and financial assistance
free of charge, whether you're a Legion member or not.
The Legion's definition of a Veteran is "any person who is
serving or who has honorably served in the Canadian
Armed Forces, the Commonwealth or its wartime allies, or
as a Regular Member of the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police, or as a Peace Officer in a Special Duty Area or on a
Special Duty Operation, or who has served in the Merchant
Navy or Ferry Command during wartime.”
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LADIES AUXILIARY
Submitted by Comrade Anne McArthur, President of the
Ladies Auxiliary Branch 270
Greetings everyone.
It has been a relatively quiet
summer and I hope everyone
has had the opportunity to
enjoy it. We have had several
Celebrations of Life this
summer.
Our condolences go out to
George Sinclair and family in
the loss of Pat. We will miss
her at the branch and in the kitchen upstairs. She was an
amazing person.
Just a reminder that we will be having an Executive meeting
Tuesday August 13, at 6:30 p.m. at the branch.
The next General Meeting will be on Tuesday September
17, 2019, 6 p.m. with a Chinese meal, with the meeting to
follow after.
Throughout the summer there are a number of events
planned at the Branch and we hope that you come out and
enjoy comradeship and music.

HAPPENING AT THE
COLDWATER LEGION
Join us for weekly activities at the
Coldwater Legion.
Sunday - Closed

We are hoping to see you at the September General
Meeting.
“Remember that the happiest people are not those getting
more, but those giving more”
H. Jackson Brown Jr.

Monday
3 to 9 p.m. Ping Pong
Tuesday
1:30 to 4 p.m. Euchre league

Yours in Comradeship,
Anne McArthur,
LA President Branch 270

6:30 to 9 p.m. Fun Pool
Thursday
1 to 2 p.m. Shuffleboard
Friday
6 to 9 p.m. Steak Darts

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270
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INTRODUCING MEMBER
CAROL BAIRD
Submitted by Comrade Rosalie J. Pratt
Comrade Carol’s formative years were exampled by her
mother who was not a stay-at-home Mom but part of the
new breed of women who worked in industry. Early in life
Comrade Carol leaned towards the non-conventional - her
wish was to pursue a career in law enforcement, but life
issues came into play preventing this from coming to
fruition. However, her commitment to be of service to
community never wavered.
Gifted a guitar early in life, Comrade Carol proceeded to
learn the basics; once she mastered the rudimentary
concepts she proceeded with lessons which, to this day, she
continues to pursue on an as needed basis to perfect her
passion and on-going love affair with music. Before
venturing out as a professional musician, Comrade Carol
paid her dues working part-time at a plastics factory. To
this day she remembers the mal-odour, evil taste in her
mouth and the relentless heat in the factory.
In her early years she pursued her music passion as a
career; as a professional musician she travelled across
Canada, the United States, enjoyed the limelight on
television and the company of Gerry and the Pacemakers
(Circa mid 1960s). In her thirties, Comrade Carol enrolled
in a sales course and put these skills to use, offering her
services in property management and in the courier
industry.
Although Comrade Carol claims to have ‘slowed down a
bit’, her typical week is anything but slow. She provides
transportation services to persons needing to attend
medical appointments or special occasion activities plus
she continues to manage and promote her bedding
company. Most weekends are devoted to band rehearsals
with Team Pink (they were the featured entertainers in
April 2019).
Two years ago, our Membership Chairman had the pleasure
and good fortune of meeting Carol at the Coldwater Fair.
She was promoting the sale of her high thread-count
sheets. Our booths were side-by-side! Carol was made
aware that we were enlisting new members and were in
need of volunteers. Carol was recruited; she offered her
volunteer services and accepted the Ways and Means/
Entertainment portfolio.
Before relocating to the Georgian Bay Triangle area,
Comrade Carol served as a member of the Lions
organization, and as well, was involved with Ways and
Means at another Branch. Past educational courses have
allowed Comrade Carol to put her negotiation skills to good
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270

Early on Carol pursued her passion for music. She
travelled across Canada and the United States as a
professional musician.
use at our Branch. She is adept at getting something for
nothing or at as little cost as possible.
Comrade Carol said, “You are only here once, might as well
enjoy!” She stated that a good and successful life is when
you can laugh often and enjoy the company of your family
and friends. She takes pride in helping persons who cannot
help themselves and believes that “No one deserves not to
eat”. If you want the latest on low-carbohydrate baking
and healthy cooking tips, ask Carol. Short of the odd can of
tomatoes in her kitchen cupboards, everything she serves
is cooked from ‘fresh’.
Comrade Carol said, “I joined this Branch to make a
difference and I know I came in like a house on fire, but I
believe I have proven that I can do the job.” She is especially
proud to be part of an Executive who work and support
each other.
In closing the interview, Comrade Carol shared that her late
grand-father (a Veteran) succumbed to the effects of
mustard gas.
Comrade Carol, we thank you for your volunteer service
and ‘for stepping-up to the plate’.
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SPORTS AT BRANCH 270
TUESDAY NIGHT POOL
July 2 (wins)
Glen Archer (4)
Larry Hutchinson (2 ½)
Louise Dearman (1 ½)
Teresa Beniston (1)
Maggie Murphy (1)

TUESDAY AFTERNOON EUCHRE
July 2
High Hand – Joyce Witmer
Lone Hand – Brian Strong
Low Hand – Gary Thompson
Prize – Brian Strong
July 9
Ladies High Hand – Betty-Anne Burnie
Ladies Lone Hand – Jean Carson
Ladies Low Hand – Kathy Duddley
Men's High Hand – Lloyd Sibley
Men's Lone Hand – Bill Stock
Men's Low Hand – Ann Stock
Prize – Joyce Witmer
July 16
Ladies High Hand – Ann Stock
Ladies Lone Hand – Angela Stewart
Ladies Low Hand – Vicki Watson
Men's High Hand – Bev Richards
Men's Lone Hand – Bill Stock
Men's Low Hand – Roger Sibley
Prize – Angela Stewart
July 23
Ladies High Hand – Angela Stewart
Ladies Lone Hand – Shirley Giles
Ladies Low Hand – Nancy Barron
Men's High Hand – Walter Ewald
Men's Lone Hand – Brian Strong
Men's Low Hand – Georgie Waterson
Prize – Bill Stock
July 30
Ladies High Hand – Ann Stock
Ladies Lone Hand – Dean Morgan
Ladies Low Hand – Vicki Watson
Men's High Hand – Roger Sibley
Men's Lone Hand – Joe Barron
Men's Low Hand – Kark Stimpfig
Prize – Brian Stock
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270

July 9 (wins)
Glen Archer (3)
Louise Dearman (2 ½)
Tom Dearman (2)
Larry Hutchinson (1)
Maggie Murphy (1)
Teresa Beniston (½ )
July 16 (wins)
Tom Dearman (3)
Teresa Beniston (2)
Larry Clarke (2)
Larry Hutchinson (2)
Maggie Murphy (1)
July 23 (wins)
Larry Clarke (2)
Tom Dearman (2)
Larry Hutchinson (2)
Teresa Beniston (1 ½)
Maggie Murphy (1 ½)
Louise Dearman (1)
July 30 (wins)
Tom Dearman (3)
Glen Archer (2)
Teresa Beniston (2)
Larry Clarke (1)
Louise Dearman (1)
Maggie Murphy (1)

THURSDAY SHUFFLEBOARD
July 4
1st – Betty-Anne & Roger
2nd – Maggie & Larry
3rd – Vicki & Dean
Sunshine - Brian
July 11
1st – Betty-Anne & Dean
2nd – Larry & Brian
3rd – Karen & Lloyd
Sunshine - Lloyd
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July 18
1st – Maggie & Brian
2nd – Vickie & Lloyd
3rd – Betty-Anne & Larry
Sunshine – Vicki
July 25
1st – Betty-Anne & Karen
2nd – Heather & Brian
3rd – Vicki & Roger
Sunshine - Dean

FRIDAY NIGHT STEAK DARTS
July 5
1. Frank
2. Teresa
3. Rick
4. Kari
5. Pinhead
6. Gene
Sunshine – Dean
July 12
1. Kari
2. Cathy
3. Gail
4. Gaëtanne
5. Kari
6. Frank
Sunshine – Dianne
July 19
1. Larry
2. Gaëtanne
3. Debbie R
4. Gene
5. Lorne
6. Mary
Sunshine - Gene
July 26
1. Mary
2. Tom
3. Angie
4. Gene
5. Glen
6. Bob
Sunshine – Glen
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