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THE 100TH PAIRING: 

CHANGING THE LIFE OF A 
VETERAN WITH A SERVICE DOG 
The Legion and Wounded Warriors Canada celebrate a 
unique milestone  
From the files of Dominion Command 
 
OTTAWA,  February 26, 2026 – The Royal Canadian Legion’s 
Ontario Command joined Wounded Warriors Canada 
(WWC) at a special event in Ottawa this week to celebrate 
the 100th pairing of a service dog and Veteran, made 
possible thanks to the Command’s strong financial 
commitment. The Veteran, named John, is already seeing 
the life-changing effects of his relationship with his new dog 
named Pauly. 
“I don’t know if I can put into words what Pauly has brought 
into my life,” he said, describing how he was at a point of 
being afraid to leave his house with what he was going 
through internally, and how it was affecting his family life. 
His powerful words reflected how everything changed with 
Pauly. 
 

 
“She gets me out the door, not just out of the front door of 
my house but she has opened a door to a new beginning. 
Getting our life back,” he shared. 
“We are extremely proud of what Ontario Command has 
accomplished through its association with Wounded 
Warriors Canada,” says Berkley Lawrence, Dominion 
President. “The achievement of pairing one hundred highly 
trained service animals with Veterans in need of specialized 
care and assistance, is a feat beyond description.” 
“We are humbled to have had a role in helping these heroes 
find their footing, and these dogs find their purpose,” says 
Lynn McClellan, Ontario Command President. “One soul 
can endure the weight of service but two working together, 
eases the pain.” (Continues on page 10) 
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FROM THE BRANCH PRESIDENT  
Comrades, 
Starting 2026 and the 100th 
Anniversary of the Royal Canadian 
Legion we had a good turnout at our 
open house on January 25.  It was 
good to initiate some new members 
to our branch. Thanks to everyone 
who came out and all involved in the 
organization. More events are 

coming up. 
On February 1 we hosted our Youth Public Speaking contest 
for local students. Congratulations to all the students who 
competed and to everyone who came out to cheer them 
on. We are hoping that next year we will have even more 
students taking part. 
As discussed at the last General Meeting, we have been 
working on getting updated quotes to submit for our 2026 
Ontario Trillium Foundation grant application. With the 
updated financial information completed, we should be in 
good shape for our application due in early March. 
With the introduction of free memberships to new 
members in 2026, we have seen many new members 
joining our branch. We are hoping that these new members 
will become more involved in helping us keep the branch 
running. Just ask us how you can help and thank you for 
joining Branch 270. 
 
Yours in Comradeship, 
Kari Malmström, Branch 270 President 

FROM THE LADIES' AUXILIARY PRESIDENT 
Greetings Comrades. 
Will winter ever end?  We need 
sunshine, warmth and a lot less snow.  
My thanks to all who helped out at 
catering events this past month.  Your 
dedication and commitment is 
wonderful!  We have an amazing team 
of Ladies' Auxiliary members who work 
so well together.  We have received 

many compliments on our venue, service and food! 
Our Zone E4 Spring Convention is on Sunday April 26 at the 
Victoria Harbour Legion.  All members are invited to attend.  
At this convention, all Auxiliaries in Zone E4 present 
financial statements and activity reports.  Zone E4 elections 
will also take place for Zone Commander, Deputy Zone 
Commander and Sports Officer.  If you are interested in 
attending please let me know. 
District Team Darts will be on Saturday April 11 in 
Creemore. 
The cupboards in the kitchen have been painted and they 
look great and brighten up the kitchen.  The walls in the 
kitchen are also being painted.  Our thanks to Larry, the 
Branch custodian for doing this. 
Due to the fact that St. Patrick's Day falls on March 17, our 
March meeting will take place on Tuesday March 24 at 4:00 
p.m.  I look forward to having more members attend our 
meetings.  Your suggestions and comments are welcome.  
This is your Auxiliary!  If you would like to attend but need 
transportation, this can be arranged.  Members are free to 
express new ways for raising monies or ideas which could 
make our Auxiliary run more effectively. 
There is no better exercise for your heart than reaching 
down and helping to lift someone up. 
 
Yours in Comradeship, 
Donna Packer, Branch 270 Ladies' Auxiliary President 
 

THE MAPLE LEAF 
The Maple Leaf is the award-winning monthly 
newsletter of The Royal Canadian Legion Branch 
270 Coldwater. It is primarily an internal 
communication tool through which the Branch 
Executive and Committee Chairs report to the 
membership on their respective activities.  
Opinions expressed in feature articles are those of 
the writers and do not imply endorsement by the 
Branch or the Legion.  Committee reports and pre-
arranged articles must be received no later than 
the 23rd of the month in order to be published in 
the next issue.  Please submit by email to:  Branch 
PRO at branch270@rogers.com. 

 

 

BRANCH GENERAL MEETINGS 
The next General Meeting will be on Tuesday 

March 24, 2026, beginning at 6:30 p.m.   
Branch General Meetings take place on the 

fourth Tuesday of each month, from 
September to June (except for December), in 

the upstairs hall, starting at 6:30 p.m. 
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TREASURER REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Al Myre, Treasurer 
The General account balance is $56,035.54. 
The Building account balance is $81,279.50. 
The Nevada account balance remains at $237.61. 
We are now in the process of finalizing our submission for 
the OTF grant. More to come. 
 
BOTTLE DRIVE REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Cheryll Barr, Bottle Drive 
Coordinator 
The Beer Store truck did a pickup in February, taking away 
$446.40 worth of empties.  
Total empties sent back to date: 634,469.  Total funds 
raised to date: $78,080.30. 
The Branch would like to thank the community for their 
support, and the volunteers who look after the shed. 
 
WAYS & MEANS REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Brenda Price, Ways & Means Chair 
Join us on Tuesday evenings for Trivia March 3, 10 and 31, 
Registration 6 p.m., play starts 6:30 sharp. 
March 7 we have Daytime Euchre, registration 12 p.m., play 
1 p.m.  On March 14 is Meat Draw starting at 3 p.m., and 
then Evening Euchre, registration 6 p.m., play 7 p.m.  And 
on March 21 we have Sing-o Bingo at 3 p.m. 
The Valentine’s Day Basket winner was Sherrin Sawchuck.  
Congratulations! Check out our St. Patrick’s Day Basket 
coming soon. 
 
ENTERTAINMENT REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Carry Brouwer, Entertainment Chair 
We have Len Murphy for St. Paddy’s day on Tuesday March 
17, from 2 to 5 p.m.  Then we have Karaoke on Saturday 
March 21, from 7 to 11 p.m.  And The Mugs are playing on 
Saturday March 28, from 7 to 10 p.m. 
 
MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Paula Brown, Branch Membership 
Chair 
It's been a busy start to 2026 for the Membership 
Committee.  In addition to processing the 2026 renewals 
for existing members, we have received 66 Centenary 
member applications.  The first 12 were initiated in January.  
Our next Welcoming Ceremony will be March 8 at the 
Branch Open House.  I encourage all members to come to 
the Open House and welcome our new members. 

Members of the Executive will be in attendance to answer 
any questions that you may have.  We look forward to 
seeing you. 
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Norm Marion, Branch Public 
Relations Officer 
The monthly newsletter and on-line media - Facebook & 
Website – and the BIDDY are kept up-to-date. 
I received four quotes for an outdoor electronic/digital sign 
to be mounted on the south wall of the building.  We are 
looking at them and will come up with a recommendation. 
I have sent one more photo to the Legion Magazine, that of 
the presentation of a $2,000 cheque to the Coldwater 
Foodbank by Treasurer Al Myre. 
 

On February 11, a $2,000 cheque was presented on behalf 
of the Coldwater Branch to the Coldwater Foodbank 
Coordinator Brenda Yule (left), by Branch Treasurer and 
2nd Vice President Al Myre. 
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A MESSAGE FROM MPP JILL DUNLOP  
It is my honour to reach out to you with the latest updates 
that mater most to our senior residents, and to share some 
of the meaningful work our government con�nues to 
undertake to support seniors across Ontario. 
One major provincial ini�a�ve that I’m proud to highlight is 
the permanent funding of the Community Paramedicine for 
Long-Term Care program, backed by an $89 million 
investment. This program, now fully adopted province-
wide, brings essen�al non-emergency medical support 
directly into the homes of seniors, helping them live 
independently longer with access to diagnos�cs, rou�ne 
care, and monitoring without unnecessary trips to hospital. 
It represents a compassionate and prac�cal approach to 

support aging in place and ease pressure on our health care 
system. 
Across Ontario, our government is also expanding access to 
Seniors Ac�ve Living Centres and community grants, 
helping older adults stay connected, engaged, and ac�ve. 
These local centres and programs encourage social 
par�cipa�on, physical ac�vity, and lifelong learning 
opportuni�es close to home. Con�nued provincial support 
for these ini�a�ves helps combat isola�on and promotes 
wellbeing among our elder popula�on. 
These investments are part of a broader commitment to 
ensure that seniors who have contributed so much to our 
communi�es can con�nue to enjoy fulfilling, healthy, and 
connected lives as they age. I remain dedicated to 
advancing supports and services that enhance quality of life 
for seniors in Simcoe North. 
As we look forward to the season ahead, I also want to 
extend my warmest wishes to everyone in our community. 
I encourage you to take part in local events, connect with 
friends and family, and celebrate the strong bonds that 
make Simcoe North such a special place to live. 
Thank you to the Coldwater Legion for your con�nued 
service to our community, and thank you to all residents 
who support our seniors every day. May the months ahead 
bring good health, joy, and meaningful connec�on to you 
and your loved ones. 
 
BURSARY REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Henny Risebrough, Bursary Chair. 
I would like to remind the members of our Legion and 
Ladies' Auxiliary that the deadline for bursary applications 
is the last Friday of March 2026.  If you have any family 
members that are in post-secondary education and meet 
the requirements, please reach out and we can get the 
process started. 
Bursary applications can be picked up at the branch, or on-
line from Ontario Command web-site. 
HTTPS://www.on.legion.ca/remembrance/youth-
programs/bursaries 
 
SERVICE OFFICER REPORT 
Submitted by Branch Service Officer Comrade John O'Hara 
We have two new Veterans recently discovered at 
Coldwater Seniors Apartments.  The Poppy Fund was made 
aware of a situation and has reached out to assist a Veteran 
in our community.  
 
 

https://www.on.legion.ca/remembrance/youth-programs/bursaries
https://www.on.legion.ca/remembrance/youth-programs/bursaries
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BUILDING MANAGER REPORT 
Submitted by Kari Malmström, Building Manager 
I have the following report as Building Manager since our 
last meeting. 
My report is as follows: 
- The monthly inspections are completed. 
- I have been assisting in getting the required quotes for the 
2026 Ontario Trillium Foundation (OTF) grant and working 
with suppliers to make sure quotes are for similar products. 
- So far the snowbank has not grown more in size. Let’s 
hope for sun to keep it from getting too large again so we 
don’t have to have it removed again. 
- I contacted the epoxy flooring company to come in and do 
some touch ups on the upstairs kitchen floor. 
- No major repairs required since our last General Meeting, 
which is always good news. 
 
BAR MANAGER REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Anne Frankish, Bar Manager 
It has been a very busy month. Thank you to all the bar 
stewards who worked together to cover all the events we 
had. We have a few more people who have completed their 
Smart Serve. Congratulations on passing the course. As the 
date is fast approaching, we look forward to our annual St. 
Patrick's Day celebrations and parade. 
 
SPORTS REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Al Myre, Sports Officer 
We presently have three teams registered in the Mixed 
Dart tournament taking place in Victoria Harbour on March 
21.  Best of luck to Ken Wallace, Donna Wallace, Melissa 
Cousineau, Mike Eastcott, Anne Frankish, Greg Stout, John 
O'Hara, Dianne Sauvé, Laren Norrie, Carolyn Norrie, Mary 
Sauvé and Bruce Backus.  Please note that the deadline to 
register is March 6. 
Anyone interested in playing in a Shuffleboard tournament 
on March 28?  The deadline to register is March 7.   Please 
see Al Myre for further details. 
 
 

YOUTH EDUCATION REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Cheryll Barr, Youth Education Chair 
Happy St. Patrick's Day Comrades! 
On behalf of the Youth Education Committee, we are 
honored to announce that Payton Sargent of Coldwater 
Public School placed third in the Intermediate Colour Poster 
category at District level in the Poster & Literary 
Competition.  Timothy Cooke, one of the local home 
schooled students who took part in the competition, placed 
first in the Senior Essay category at the District level, and is 
moving on to represent Branch 270 at the Provincial level. 
Congratulations Timothy!   
As a follow-up to our February 1 Youth Public Speaking 
contest, Ben Hickey, who placed first at branch level in 
Coldwater, will be representing Branch 270 and Coldwater 
Public School at the Zone E4 Public Speaking on March 15, 
at the Waubaushene Branch.  Registration opens at 8:30 
a.m., speaking starts at 9:30 a.m.  
On February 17, the Youth Education committee presented 
awards and certificates to the home schooled students at 
the branch in Coldwater.  And on February 25, 
presentations were made to the participating students 
from the Coldwater Public School. 
I want to thank members of the Youth Education 
Committee for all their help and support during this year's 
program: Marlene Klanert, Debbie Southorn, Yvonne 
Sauvé, John O’Hara and myself Cheryll Barr.  We are taking 
a short pause and then we are back up planning for the 
2026 Youth Education Poster & Literary Competitions, and 
the Youth Public Speaking. 

JOKE OF THE MONTH 
The main function of your little toe is 
to make sure that all the furniture in 
the house is in the right place. 

Timothy Cooke (right) placed first in the Senior Essay 
category at the District level and is moving on to 
represent Branch 270 at the Provincial level. Timothy is 
seen here with John O'Hara, our Zone E4 Youth Education 
Officer, being presented with his Zone level award. 
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HONOURS & AWARDS OFFICER REPORT 
Submitted by Branch Honours & Awards Officer Comrade 
John O'Hara 
Please take a moment to provide submissions to the 
Honours & Awards Committee for your suggestions for 
Legionnaire of the Year Award, or Certificates of 
Appreciation or Merit.  Send me an email by March 28 at 
oharapoint@gmail.com     Please include the name of 
nominee(s), reasons, name of nominator, and any 
pertinent information that would help us make a decision. 
 
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT REPORT 
Submitted by Branch 1st Vice President Comrade John 
O'Hara 
The installation of new security monitor system has been 
essentially completed.  Rogers is to install a new router on 
March 2. We hope this will solve our connectivity issues.  
We have requested an extra camera at the February 
General Meeting to be installed upstairs in the Banquet 
Hall. 
 
 
 

SICK & VISITING 
Submitted by Comrade Debbie Southorn, Sick and Visiting 
Chair 
I have been keeping in touch with those I know are ill or not 
well.  If you know of a Branch member being ill or if there 
are any issues that require my attention, please let me 
know.  debbie.southorn05@gmail.com 

 
BRANCH VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 

Hall booking coordinator 
 
• Be available to answer calls from 

renters 
• Manage calendar and ensure it is up to 

date 
• If cancellations required ensure all 

parties are advised 
• Coordinate with bar manager and LA  

when required 
• Prepare contract 
• Meet with renter to review contract 

and collect payment 
• Be available to open Branch if renters 

need access outside of regular Branch 
hours 

• Be available to lock up Branch 
following event if outside of regular 
Branch hours 

• Some renters will request to meet for a 
tour of facilities if they are not familiar 
with the hall 

• Coordinate with custodian regarding 
set up 

• Coordinate technical support as 
required 
 
IF INTERESTED CONTACT GAETANNE AT: 
(705) 329-8127  gaetannedave@hotmail.ca 

mailto:oharapoint@gmail.com
mailto:debbie.southorn05@gmail.com
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BRANCH HISTORIAN REPORT 
Submitted by Comrade Norm Marion, Branch Historian 
Our next monthly Veterans Coffee Break will be on Monday 
March 30, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Those Coffee Breaks are 
held every last Monday of each month.  For Veterans only. 
The compilation of 2025 issues of The Maple Leaf is done.  
Nine years (2017-2025) of hard copy compilations of the 
newsletter are now archived.  Next phase is to cover the 
2010-2016 period. 
I've sent five more submissions to the MSRB.  That brings a 
total of 21 submissions so far from our branch for the 
upcoming Vol.13.  Those last five are for RCAF veterans 
from out of town.  A sample submission can be seen on this 
page featuring Bette Legault's dad, Reginald Ginger, who 
served in the Second World War and in Korea.  New 
submissions or suggestions for submissions to the MSRB 
are welcome year round.   

 
GINGER, REGINALD ARTHUR   
Reginald Arthur Ginger was born in Crowborough, England, 
on January 8, 1912, son of Albert and Ruth (Manser) Ginger.  
He enlisted in the Canadian Army with the Royal Canadian 
Army Medical Corps on July 1, 1940.  Private Ginger, service 
number SB 93864, served through the Second World War 
and earned the Canadian Volunteer Service Medal and 
clasp, the British War Medal 1939-1945, and the Defence 
Medal.  An avid wrestler in his pre-war years – indeed an 
Olympic contender, he continued to wrestle in Army 
competitions where he was known as "Red Ginger".  He 
married Isabella Falloon, a member of the Canadian 
Women's Army Corps, in June 1945.  He stayed in the Army 
after the war and qualified as a parachutist in 1951.  Reg 
served in Korea and earned the United Nations Service for 
Korea Medal.  He also served in West Germany and in 
Galveston, Texas.  Staff Sergeant Ginger left the Canadian 
Army on June 21, 1962, after completing 21 years' service.  
After his return to civilian life he lived in Acton, Ont., and 
was a factory worker as well as first aid provider at the 
factory.  He passed away on May 1, 1981, and is resting in 
the Acton Cemetery. 

 

   
    

Quote of the Month 
“Even before you’ve earned it, treat yourself 
and your career with the level of respect that 

you hope to one day deserve.” 
– Catherine O’Hara, actress 

Reginald Ginger served with the Royal Canadian Army 
Medical Corps in the Second World War and in Korea. 

 

Saturday March 14 
7 to 11 p.m. 
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THE 100TH PAIRING: CHANGING THE LIFE 
OF A VETERAN WITH A SERVICE DOG  
The Legion and Wounded Warriors Canada celebrate a 
unique milestone  
From the files of Dominion Command 
(Continues from front page) 
 
The Legion’s Ontario Command, through its “Operation 
Service Dog” initiative, became the first large entity to 
support WWC’s training and pairing program in 2018. It has 
provided $2.7 million to the program since then. The 
initiative is supported by donations from branches and 
Ladies’ Auxiliaries in Ontario, and many lives have been 
dramatically changed as a result. The sometimes-emotional 
event included supportive remarks from government 
leaders representing differing parties, and additional 
heartfelt words from Ontario Command. 
 
“These are funds that have supported the training and 
pairing of service dogs for dozens of Veterans within 
Ontario Command,” said Ron Goebel, Ontario Command 
Chair. “Service dogs that assist our Veterans to increase 
their independence, improve their mental health, assist 
them with their daily activities, and improve their quality of 
life.” 
 
WWC provides service dogs to Veterans living with an 
operational stress injury (OSI) – specifically Post Traumatic 
Stress Disorder (PTSD). The organization shared that with 
the collapse of the federal government’s expected national 
training standards for such dogs – a critical tool also 
supported by the Legion’s Dominion Command – it 
eventually developed its own and continues to ensure their 
quality to this day. Now having paired close to five hundred 
service dogs and Veterans within its wider program, the 
WWC credits Ontario Command’s branches and Ladies 
Auxiliaries for having been “transformational” along the 
way. 
 
“I remember the day when we began conversations with 
The Royal Canadian Legion Ontario Command,” recalled 

Capt. (Ret’d) Philip C. Ralph, CD, Director of Clinical Services 
with Wounded Warriors Canada. “It was Ontario Command 
that was first, and saw the possibilities…Look where it has 
taken us today.” 
 
In addition to the significant financial commitment 
required, it takes a tremendous amount of time to 
successfully match a dog and a Veteran. According to one 
of several training groups involved in the process, Fire Team 
K9 Service Dogs, it takes an average of two years to train a 
dog, and to familiarize a Veteran with their new friend and 
caregiver. 
 
The symbolism of this milestone did not go unnoticed and 
was mentioned at the event – it was fitting that the 
celebration of this 100th pairing happened to take place 
during the Legion’s 100th anniversary year. A truly 
remarkable achievement, which the Legion’s founders 
could never have imagined.                  
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SEE YOU ON 
MARCH 14! 

 
MEAT DRAW WINNERS 

FEBRUARY 14 
 
1. Lorne McCaig 
2. Anne Frankish 
3. Grace Mahoney 
4. Lloyd Sibley 
5. Mark Sauder 
6. Cheryll Barr 
7. Kathy Larkins 
8. Anne Frankish 
9. Cheryll Barr 
10. Whitney Bruneau 
11. Whitney Bruneau 
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TUESDAY AFTERNOON EUCHRE 
 
February 3 
High Hand – Kathy 
Low Hand – Lloyd 
Most Lone Hands – Heather 
 
February 10 
High Hand – Marie 
Low Hand – Richard 
Most Lone Hands – Doreen 
 
February 17 
High Hand – Paul 
Low Hand – Lloyd 
Most Lone Hands – Betty-Anne 
 
February 24 
High Hand – Richard 
Low Hand – Yvette 
Most Lone Hands – Betty-Anne 
 
SHUFFLEBOARD 
 
February 5 
1st: Brian & Jim 
2nd: Lloyd & Doreen 
3rd: Ann 
Sunshine: Doreen 
 
 
 

 
February 12 
1st: Betty-Anne & Heather G. 
2nd: Ken & Ann 
3rd: Brian & Phyllis 
Sunshine: Ann 
 
February 19 
1st: Lloyd & Richard 
2nd: Ann 
3rd: Heather G. & Ken 
Sunshine: Brian 
 
February 26 
1st: Brian & Ken 
2nd: Heather D. & Heather G. 
3rd: Jackie & Richard 
Sunshine: Brian 
 
FRIDAY NIGHT STEAK DARTS 
 
February 6 
1. Rick 
2. Hans 
3. Luc 
4. Allan 
5. Luc 
6. Rick 
Sunshine: Bev 
 
February 13 
1. Gaëtanne 
2. Cathy 
3. Jason 
4. Nick 
5. Joe 
6. Cathy 
Sunshine: Allan 
 
February 20 
1. Devon 
2. Rick 
3. Al 
4. Mark 
5. Grace 
6. Al 
Sunshine: Nick 

 
February 27 
1. David 
2. Tamara 
3. Charlotte 
4. Bill 
5. Albert 
6. Abby 
Sunshine: Penny  

SPORTS AT BRANCH 270 
 

BRANCH 270 
WEEKLY SPORTS 

& ACTIVITIES 
 

Winter/Spring 
Schedule 

 
Euchre 

1 p.m. every Tuesday 

Trivia 
6:30 p.m. every Tuesday 

League Darts 
7:30 p.m. every Wednesday 

League Darts 
7 p.m. every Thursday 

Shuffleboard 
1 p.m. every Thursday 

Steak Darts 
6 p.m. every Friday 
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