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COLDWATER BRANCH
SUPPORTS LOCAL AIR
CADET SQUADRON
On May 30, 2020, Coldwater Branch President Comrade
Norm Marion presented, on behalf of the branch, a
donation of $500 to Captain Megan McKinnon,
Commanding Officer of 724 Midland Lions Air Cadet
Squadron. Under normal circumstances, the donation to
the 724 Midland Lions Air Cadets would have taken place
during the squadron's Annual Ceremonial Review in June.
But due to the COVID-19 pandemic, all in person activities
within the formation were suspended until at least August
31, 2020. Faced with the fact that cadets would not have
the opportunity to complete an in person Annual
Ceremonial Review this year, the squadron decided to join
forces with Royal Canadian Sea Cadet Corps Trillium, also
from Midland, and hold a joint virtual Annual Ceremonial
Review on Zoom so that cadets could be recognized for
their hard work through the year. The virtual event is
scheduled to take place on June 6.
As Captain McKinnon announced the end of her tenure as
the squadron's Commanding Officer, members of Royal
Canadian Legion Branch 270 Coldwater want to thank her
for her contribution to the Air Cadet organisation and in
particular to 724 Midland Lions Air Cadet Squadron. During
her tenure as Commanding Officer, the Air Cadet Squadron
and the Coldwater Branch developed and nurtured a close
relationship. We wish her good luck in her future
endeavours, and we are looking forward to meeting the
squadron's new Commanding Officer, Captain Rosie
D'Aguiar. Although the change is effective June 10, a
Change of Command Parade will be taking place later in
October.
During the year Air Cadets of 724 Midland Lions Squadron
participate in a number of activities such as drill, team
sports, public speaking, leadership training and camping.
Under normal circumstances - i.e. non-pandemic situation
– Cadets have the opportunity to take part in summer
camps or be involved in community events which can be

While respecting COVID-19 convention, Coldwater
Branch President Norm Marion (left) presents a
donation of $500 to Capt Megan McKinnon,
Commanding Officer of 724 Midland Lions Air Cadet
Squadron.
used by secondary school students as part of their 40 hours
of community service.
Although Air Cadets are not part of the Canadian Armed
Forces, the CAF provides various forms of support to cadet
organizations through a program of Cadet Liaison Officers.
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Finally, I remind everyone AGAIN that the best way to avoid
catching and spreading the COVID-19 virus is to wash your
hands frequently with soap, and practise social distancing.
Stay home! Stay safe! And if you do have to go out
shopping, bring a mask along – and hopefully wear it!

FROM THE PRESIDENT
Congratulations Comrades!
We
made it to Week Twelve. Although it
feels more like a year. The branch is
surviving, even though the doors are
locked. Members of your Executive
continue to run the place and prepare
for reopening, whenever that will be.
This past month, we even made the
move to Zoom video meetings.

Yours in Comradeship,
Norm Marion, President

SICK & VISITING REPORT

And yes, we even have good news. The Ladies Auxiliary did
it again. On May 26, the Ladies made a donation of $5,000
to the branch to help with the monthly expenses and the
upcoming roof repairs. The donation couldn't come at a
better time, as the branch has been with almost no revenue
for two and a half months. Thank you so much Ladies!
But there were also some sad events. The National Flag at
the Cenotaph was once again lowered to half-mast last
month in honour of Canadian Armed Forces Snowbirds
member Captain Jennifer Casey, who was killed in the crash
of a CT-114 Tutor jet on May 17. This was a tough period
for the Canadian Armed Forces, with the loss of six aircrew
and sailors in the crash of a CH-148 Cyclone helicopter in
the Ionian Sea on April 29.

Submitted by Comrade Betty-Anne Burnie, Sick and Visiting
Chairperson
I have been keeping in touch with those I know are ill or not
well. If there are any issues that require my attention
please let me know. Home phone (705) 686-3270 or email
bburnie6@hotmail.com.

SPORTS REPORT
We will be looking for someone to take over the duties of
Sports Officer once normal activities resume. Please
contact the Branch office if interested, 686-3388, email:
branch270@rogers.com

Locally, it was announced that the Annual Decoration Day
Service scheduled for June 27 at the Coldwater Cemetery is
cancelled, pretty much as expected, due to the COVID-19
pandemic. Also cancelled is the Coldwater Fall Fair that was
scheduled for September 25-27.
On the financial side, in answer to our earlier "business
interruption" claim through PIB Insurance, the insurer,
AVIVA, advised we do not qualify as our closure was due to
a lockdown order from the Ontario government rather than
through the virus itself. Therefore, our claim was denied
together with the business interruption claims of all other
Legion branches across Canada that were insured through
AVIVA.
Also, we are looking into other options including the
Canada Emergency Business Account (CEBA) program,
which is meant to provide interest-free loans to small
businesses and not-for-profits to help cover their operating
costs during a period where their revenues have been
temporarily reduced. It is not clear whether we would
qualify for this. A loan through the Legion organization
(Ontario Command) is another option.
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THE MAPLE LEAF
The Maple Leaf is the award-winning newsletter
of Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270 Coldwater,
published each month in the first week of the
month. It is primarily an internal communication
tool through which the Branch Executive and
Committee
Chairpersons
disseminate
information and report to the membership on
their respective activities. Opinions expressed in
feature articles are those of the writers and do
not imply endorsement by the Branch or the
Legion.
Committee reports and pre-arranged articles
must be received no later than the 21st of each
month in order to be published in the following
month's issue. Please submit by email addressed
to:
Branch PRO – Maple Leaf at
branch270@rogers.com .

Coldwater, Ontario

The Maple Leaf

June 2020

Quote of the Month

GENERAL MEETING

"When one door closes another door opens;
but we so often look so long and so
regretfully upon the closed door, that we do
not see the ones which open for us."

Due to the COVID-19 virus pandemic
emergency, General Meetings are
suspended until further notice. Branch
General Meetings normally take place
on the fourth Wednesday of each
month, from September to June, in the
upstairs hall at 6:30 p.m.

Alexander Graham Bell, inventor of the
telephone.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Wayne Tutt, Membership
Chairperson
Hello Comrades. As of today, May 19, we have 273
members at our branch. The breakdown is as follows: Life
3, Ordinary 41, Associate 141, and Affiliate 88. On a
personal note, I decided to drive to Calgary on May 23rd to
visit my brother. I hope to be there by May 26th. From
there, I will visit my sisters in Didsbury. Then on May 28th, I
will be in Nokomis, Saskatchewan, just in time to help my
sister and brother in law with the branding. I’ll also have a
visit with my mother. By then, I think that Carol will be
missing me, so I’ll head back home on June 1st. I hope to
see you all at the Branch soon.

BAR OFFICER REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Maggie Murphy, Bar Officer
Other than the fact that the draught lines have been
cleaned, there is nothing special to report on bar activities.
As for rentals, we've been approached by the people
running the kids day camp during the summer – they used
the upstairs hall last summer during the day. They are
hoping to be allowed to run the day camp soon, as long as
they meet the safety requirements set by the province.
More to come on this.

The annual CNE held in August as well as the Warriors Day
Parade have been cancelled. This is only the 2nd time in its
history, the 1st being during the Second World War.
Craig Dalton, the Veterans ombudsman has resigned after
eight months in office. The office has been in place for 13
years with a mandate to assist Veterans. Criticism exists
that questions how independent the office is of Veterans
Affairs Canada (VAC) and how effective the office is in
addressing Veterans concerns.
The Prime Minister announced today that funding will be
available to establish a Chronic Pain Centre of Excellence at
McMaster University to focus on research, training and
education to provide Veterans with services they need.
Finally, during this time of physical distancing and isolation,
the strain on the mental health of Veterans can be very
challenging and taxing. Help is available. Talk to a comrade
or contact VAC 1-866-522-2122 (ENG) or 1-866-522- 2022
(FR).
If you need to reach me, my contact info is as follows: email
ricerandolph@gmail.com cell (705) 816-0110.

VETERANS SERVICE OFFICER REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Randy Rice, Veterans Service Officer
Some news of interest for veterans.
Family members of Canadian Military Veterans whose
mental health funding was cut off by the federal
government during the past year will once again be allowed
to access services, which can only be approved when a
Veterans psychiatrist believes it will improve their mental
health.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270
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Congratulations to Comrade Carol Baird (yes, that's her
behind the mask!) who is appointed Ways & Means Chair
for Zone E4. Carol is currently serving as Branch Ways &
Means and Entertainment Chair, and as 2nd Vice-President.
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BRANCH HISTORIAN REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Norm Marion, Branch Historian
The National Flag at the Coldwater Cenotaph was once
again lowered to half-mast on 19-20 May in honour of
Canadian Armed Forces Snowbirds member Captain
Jennifer Casey, who was killed in the crash of a CT-114
Tutor jet on May 17. The flag was NOT lowered on Monday
the 18th because it was Victoria Day. According to Heritage
Canada rules, the National Flag must be fully up on Victoria
Day and Canada Day.

THIS MONTH WE REMEMBER

THE ARDENNE ABBEY
MASSACRE
On June 8, 1944, seven Canadian
prisoners of war are murdered in the
garden of the Ardenne Abbey in
France. Eleven Canadian soldiers were
killed there in cold blood the previous
day. This Second World War atrocity
is known as the "Ardenne Abbey
massacre."
The execution of prisoners of war is a
direct violation of the Geneva
Convention and a war crime. SS
Colonel Kurt Meyer and the 12th SS
Panzer Division will be held
responsible for the murders of at least
18 Canadian soldiers from the North
Nova Scotia Highlanders and the
Sherbrooke Fusiliers Regiment. Meyer
will be tried after the war and
convicted for these war crimes.

Wearing the now ubiquitous face mask, Branch Past
President Betty-Jean Murray (left) chats with Frank
Reedy, manager at the Severn Timber Mart in
Coldwater. Severn Timber Mart has been a strong
supporter of the Coldwater Legion over the years.

SENIORS LITERARY COMPETITION

Source: Library and Archives Canada

PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT
Submitted by Comrade Norm Marion, Public Relations
Officer
As I mentioned last month, there aren't many events and
activities to promote during this stay-at-home period.
However, we did have a presentation of a donation to a
local Air Cadet squadron, as seen on the front page.
We also had two photos published in the latest issue of
Legion Magazine, one with Comrades Randy Rice and BettyJean Murray with a group of local winners of the Poster and
Literary Contest, and me presenting a donation on behalf
of the branch to the Coldwater Skating Club.
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Submitted by Comrade Betty-Jean Murray, Past President
Calling all writers! The deadline for the 2020 Seniors
Literary Competition is fast approaching so it is time to put
the last few words in your poem, essay, short story or
memoir and email it in to the official email address <branch270seniorsliterary@gmail.com> to have it
included. The deadline is 6:00 p.m. Monday, June 15, 2020,
and don't forget it must be an electronic submission
only. We cannot accept any paper entries.
For your convenience, a reminder of the details for entry in
the competition follows. SO, GOOD LUCK EVERYONE! I
WILL BE WATCHING FOR YOUR SUBMISSION.
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JOKE OF THE MONTH
I asked my daughter to give me the
phone book. She laughed at me, called
me a dinosaur, and lent me her iPhone.
So, the spider is dead, the iPhone is
broken, and my daughter is furious.
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Submitted by Comrade Betty-Jean Murray, Poppy
Chairperson
Nothing new or exciting to report this month so I hope this
means all is well with our veterans. Remember, please, if
you know of a veteran or a veteran's family who needs help
let them know to call Randy Rice or me to get help started.

Sit and have a one-on-one with Dad! The opportunities to
spend time with Dad are endless – there it is…the best gift
of all – time - spend time with your Dad. If you live
together, you’ve got it made in the shade. If you are a
distance from each other, Skype, use the telephone. This
newsletter is printed early in the month, so you have plenty
of time to write your Dad a letter and send by snail-mail –
if you write now, he’ll get your letter by June 21st.

TREASURER REPORT

Listen…I can hear Eddie Fisher crooning (1954)

POPPY REPORT

Submitted by Comrade Annie McArthur, SecretaryTreasurer
Our finances remain secure. As of May 26th, 2020, there
was $25,121 in the Building Account and $8,962 in the
General Account.

Oh My Papa, to me he was so wonderful,
Oh My Papa, to me he was so good…

CELEBRATE FATHER’S DAY ON JUNE 21ST
Submitted by Comrade Rosalie J. Pratt
One hundred years ago, a young woman sat in church
listening to a Mother’s Day sermon. Her father single
handedly raised his newborn and his other five children
after his wife died in childbirth. She decided that there
should be a day designated for fathers.
While Father’s Day has been celebrated in European
Catholic countries on Saint Joseph’s Day (March 19th) since
the Middle Ages, it was in 1972 that President Richard
Nixon signed the public law that made it a permanent
holiday in the United States of America.
To celebrate honouring your father, offer to pin him with a
red rose and choose to wear a red rose as well. Should your
father be deceased, you can commemorate his memory by
wearing a white rose.
A lot has been written about the importance of fathers in
the lives of their children. The love, caring and affection of
a father balances these very attributes offered by a mother.
Fathers are not an addendum to a child’s life; they are
integral.
Albeit in the midst of still needing to practise social
distancing this social isolation does not preclude efforts to
recognize Father’s Day.
Children can make a card, paint a picture or learn to sing his
favourite song. Dad will enjoy breakfast in bed (make sure
you have a red rose on his tray). Or, choose to cook his
preferred meal or dessert. You can ready Dad for his first
game of golf by polishing his clubs. If he’s a fisherman,
there’s always that must have lure to add to his fishing
tackle box. We are blessed in our area with a fair number
of free walking, biking trails, which with weather permitting
offer a packed picnic lunch opportunity.. There are plenty
of benches along the trail.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270
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JOKE OF THE MONTH
WHY WE HAVE SERGEANTS MAJOR IN
THE MILITARY
The Commanding Officer and the Sergeant
Major were in the field. As they hit the
sack for the night, the Sergeant said "Sir,
look up into the sky and tell me what you
see."
The Commanding Officer said "I see
millions of stars."
The Sergeant Major said "And what does
that tell you, Sir?"
The Commanding Officer said
"Astronomically, it tells me that there are
millions of galaxies and potentially billions
of planets. Theologically, it tells me that
God is great and that we will have a
beautiful day tomorrow. What does it tell
you, Sergeant Major?"
The Sergeant Major replied, "Well Sir, it
tells me that somebody stole our tent."
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followed by immediate actions to provide safe and humane
care for our Veterans and Seniors – in Ontario and across
the country. – The Royal Canadian Legion, May 26, 2020
The Legion has long been asking for an improvement in
access to long-term care beds for Veterans, and for better
conditions in care centres. There has been limited success
when it comes to provision of beds, and some care centres
may be doing well, but the overall living conditions for
Veterans and Seniors in Canada are woefully inadequate.

LEGION JOINS CHORUS OF ANGER OVER
CONDITIONS IN LONG-TERM CARE
Calls for improvements largely ignored by
governments for years
From Dominion Command file
OTTAWA, ON, 29 MAY, 2020 – The Royal Canadian Legion
is demanding better and humane treatment for
Veterans and Seniors in all long-term care centres in
Canada. This comes after a damning report about
conditions in some Ontario centres, as observed by the
military’s Joint Task Force (central). The Legion sent a letter
to Prime Minister Trudeau this week, asking for immediate
action not just in Ontario but across the country.
“Many of our Veterans are in long-term care, and to know
that some of them are being mistreated and ignored is
shameful,” says Thomas D. Irvine, Dominion President.
“The fact that our governments have known for a long time
that some of our most vulnerable citizens are living in
deplorable conditions during their final years of life, is
disgraceful. We need a systemic overhaul – and now.”
Previous governments have failed to address this ongoing
issue adequately and Canada now finds itself in a deadly
quagmire. It took a pandemic to truly expose this multifaceted crisis. The Legion’s letter, which was copied to all
provincial and territorial leaders, follows its strongly
worded statement released in the wake of the military’s
exposé:
The Royal Canadian Legion vehemently condemns the lifeendangering and unethical actions in long-term care
facilities in Ontario as reported through military Joint Task
Force (central) observations. These homes are failing our
most vulnerable citizens. We demand that today’s
acknowledgement by the Prime Minister and Premier of
Ontario of this “disturbing” and “gut-wrenching” reality be
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Through the Legion’s Ontario Command, evidence and
opinions have been shared for over 20 years – with Prime
Ministers, Ministers of Health, Premiers, local leaders, local
Health Units and others. Letters to government leaders
were written and ignored. Stories about problems with
feeding,
health
care,
cleanliness,
unchanged
undergarments and more, were provided. Outside groups
have shared similar stories, and bountiful research about
how to improve conditions, exists.
“We have been shouting from the rooftops for many
years,” says Dave Gordon, Chair, Veterans Services and
Seniors Committee at Ontario Command. “In most cases if
not all, many staff members at long-term care facilities are
underpaid for the work they do.”
In an effort to help, the Legion’s Ontario Command itself
has made millions of dollars in financial donations to
Ontario long-term care homes over many years. Other
Legion Commands and Branches have made contributions
in many parts of the country as well.
“The time to act and end this intolerable situation, is now,”
says Irvine. “After what they have done to help build the
foundation of the society we enjoy, our Veterans and our
Seniors deserve much better in their later years.”
The Legion thanks Canadians for their support of our
Veterans and their families, and our communities during
this challenging time!
Those who might wish to join our nation-wide group of
generous volunteers can become a member of the Legion
and help support our efforts. Even if you cannot volunteer,
your membership helps us help those in need. Join online at
Legion.ca/join-us. We look forward to welcoming you!
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LADIES AUXILIARY
Submitted by Comrade Anne McArthur, President of the Ladies
Auxiliary Branch 270
Hello everyone, hope you are all doing well
and handling this COVID isolation. At least
there is nicer weather for people to get
outside and enjoy the sun. Please keep safe
while doing this.
The Branch asked for financial support from
the Ladies Auxiliary. It was decided by the LA
executive that a $5, 000 donation be made
and this was done. We are here to support the Branch.
The Executive will remain the same except the 1st Vice President.
Thank you to Comrade Rosalie Pratt for her support and hard
work, as the 1st Vice President. I would also like to thank the
executive members that have held office in the prior year and
thank you for continuing for 2020-2021 term. Please let me know
if an executive member is interested in volunteering for 1st Vice
President. We need a 1st Vice President to continue to run the
Ladies Auxiliary.
Please keep healthy and I hope to see you at the Branch once this
Pandemic is over.
“Life isn’t about waiting for the storm to pass; it’s about learning
how to dance in the rain”
Vivian Green
Anne McArthur
President
Ladies Auxiliary Branch 270
.

Comrade Bob Gourlie was one of dozens of Legion
members who submitted a photo of themselves
wearing red as part of a VE-Day 75 social media
initiative to honour the 1.1 million Canadians who
served in the Second World War. Looking good Bob!
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270
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INTRODUCING VETERAN BILL COLESHAW
Submitted by Comrade Rosalie J. Pratt
In 1954 Comrade Bill wanted to be part of a worldlier
picture. His brother had enlisted in the army two years
earlier and his sister was in the Women’s Army Corps.
Comrade Bill reported for basic training in London,
Ipperwash and Cedar Springs, Ontario, T.O.S. 1st BN RCR in
August 1954 (Taking on Strength, first Battalion, Royal
Canadian Regiment).
In 1955 he earned his wings as a paratrooper. He served
seven years in Canada and five in Germany where he opted
to participate in an infantry signal course resulting in his
rank as CPL. L1 GP2 (Corporal, Leading Infantry, Group
Two).
Comrade Bill received his Special Service Medal for service
in Germany from 1955 to 1957 and his Canadian Forces
Decoration for his twelve years of service. In 1958, he was
part of a Canada-wide military first-aid competition, and his
team won the St. John’s Mary Otter Trophy.
When asked about meals away from home, Comrade Bill
quickly responded that the best military food was always at
the air force bases in Canada. From 1955 to 1957 as part of
the British Army on the Rhine, the troops received field pay
which meant they were paid one-half of their monthly
allowance in British army currency which could only be
spent at National Army Stores or Restaurants.
With fond recollection, Comrade Bill attributes the military
of instilling in him the importance of team work, leadership
and respect for everyone. He also shared that humour goes
a long way. While on
exercise in Germany as a
radio operator he recalls
the Battalion Commander
stopping his jeep and asking
the Company Commander,
“How’s it going?”
The
reply, “I think I’m lost sir.”
The Battalion Commander
replied, “Besides that,
how’s it going?”
At the time of his release
from the forces in 1967,
Bill met Patsy Lovelace,
Comrade Bill and his wife
his wife-to-be, while
Patsy
returned
to
hitchhiking with other
Coldwater and together
soldiers. It was love at
worked
at
a
local
first sight.
automotive company. At
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 270

Coldwater Branch Past President Bill Coleshaw
served with the Royal Canadian Regiment for
12 years, including four years in Germany.
this time Comrade Bill transferred his Thedford Branch
membership to Branch 270. Shortly after his transfer,
volunteer opportunities as Sergeant-at-Arms and First VicePresident paved the way for his presidency for the 19711972 term.
New civilian opportunities presented
themselves and Bill and Patsy moved to Oshawa where Bill
worked as a Quality Control Supervisor in the radio
department of an automotive company.
Albeit this was a telephone/email Veteran Interview, this
author could not help but hear the twinkle in this Veteran’s
voice when he shared that Patsy and another Cub Scout
Leader were on a bus outing with a troop of boisterous cub
scouts. Bill and other soldiers were hitchhiking along the
Queen Elizabeth Way. The ladies wanted to settle down
the youngsters and asked the bus driver to pick up the
uniformed soldiers. The rest is history. Love at first sight!
Comrade Bill shared, “I’ve noticed a lot of team spirit in the
Branch in the short time I’ve been back in Coldwater.
There’s nothing I can see I would change in Branch 270 at
the moment.
Comrade Bill, we thank you for your service.
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SPORTS AT BRANCH 270
We are looking forward to resuming our regular sports
activities and welcoming you back at Branch 270 as soon
as the situation permits. For now, stay home! Stay safe!
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